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This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links,	including	for	the	Amazon	Associates	program,	which	means	I	may	make	a	small	commission	at	no	expense	to	you.	I	get	daily	emails	from	readers	saying	they’re	coming	to	Seattle	and	want	to	know	what	to	do	while	they’re	here.	As	a	local,	it’s	impossible	to	recommend	just	a	few	activities,	which	is	why	I	created	this
massive	list	of	55	of	the	best	things	to	do	in	Seattle	so	you’ll	have	a	wide	variety	of	items	to	choose	from.	This	list	of	what	to	do	in	Seattle	has	everything	from	museums	to	outdoor	activities	to	stunning	viewpoints,	so	there’s	something	for	everyone.	You	can	also	do	many	of	these	activities	year-round,	so	this	list	should	make	it	much	easier	to	plan	your
trip	to	Seattle.	With	that,	let’s	dive	into	some	fun	things	to	do	in	Seattle,	whether	it’s	your	first	time	visiting	or	you	live	here!	I	know	this	is	a	tourist	attraction,	but	it’s	one	that	I	feel	everyone	needs	to	visit	at	least	once.	Established	in	1907	by	seven	local	farmers,	Pike	Place	is	the	longest-running	farmers’	market	in	the	United	States.		Today,	the
market	houses	500+	vendors,	restaurants,	bars,	and	shops,	attracting	over	10	million	yearly	visitors.	You’ll	find	fresh	produce	from	local	farmers	and	fishmongers,	rare	comic	books,	craft	items,	and	the	unofficial	market	mascot,	Rachel	the	piggy	bank.		This	market	is	also	the	perfect	place	to	sample	some	of	Seattle’s	most	famous	foods.	This
experimental	chocolate	factory	in	Fremont	has	been	running	since	2006	and	is	dedicated	to	leading	the	way	in	sustainable	chocolate	production.	For	around	$14	per	person,	you	can	enjoy	an	interactive	chocolate	factory	tour,	where	you’ll	learn	about	the	entire	plant-to-product	process.	Theo	Chocolate	also	hosts	storytimes	for	the	little	ones	and	group
and	private	classes	and	events.		The	Seattle	Waterfront	is	a	bustling	area	with	excellent	seafood	restaurants,	interactive	attractions,	and	quirky	stores	like	Ye	Olde	Curiosity	Shop.		Explore	the	waterfront	in	the	late	afternoon	for	breathtaking	sunset	views	and	to	see	the	city	light	up.	Be	sure	to	stop	by	the	Waterfront	Park	at	Pier	62,	where	you	may
encounter	live	music	or	dance	performances.	The	waterfront	is	also	one	of	the	best	places	to	stay	in	Seattle	since	you’re	close	to	many	attractions	and	have	stunning	views.	Known	as	Seattle’s	oldest	neighborhood,	Pioneer	Square	suffered	a	devastating	fire	in	1889	after	a	pot	of	glue	caught	flame.	After	this	fire,	residents	decided	to	rebuild	the	city
above	the	old	one	—	leaving	underground	passageways	and	buildings	that	are	still	accessible	today.		Take	an	underground	tour	of	the	original	neighborhood	to	learn	more	about	Seattle’s	history	and	some	of	the	city’s	defining	events.	This	is	also	a	spooky	Halloween	activity	in	Seattle	to	participate	in.	Situated	on	the	Seattle	Waterfront,	the	aquarium	is
the	perfect	place	to	visit	with	the	kids	or	as	adults	if	you’re	curious	about	what	sealife	is	native	to	the	area.		Entry	costs	less	than	$30	and	gives	you	access	to	displays,	educational	experiences,	and	the	360°	underwater	dome,	which	provides	a	truly	immersive	underwater	experience.	There’s	both	an	indoor	and	outdoor	area	to	explore	as	well	as	a
touch	pool.	Buying	a	Seattle	CityPASS	is	a	great	way	to	save	money	on	ticket	costs,	as	you’ll	be	able	to	see	multiple	Seattle	attractions	for	one	price!	While	it’s	hard	for	me	to	single	out	specific	stalls	worth	visiting	in	the	Pike	Place	Market,	Beecher’s	Cheese	Factory	is	an	attraction	on	its	own.	Not	only	do	they	sell	fresh,	handmade	cheese,	but	you	can
witness	the	cheese	being	produced	at	their	store.		If	you’re	feeling	hungry,	I	promise	their	mac	‘n	cheese	won’t	disappoint.	Their	grilled	cheese	sandwiches	are	equally	mouthwatering.		If	you’re	looking	for	the	ultimate	Instagrammable	spots	in	Seattle,	the	Gum	Wall	near	Pike	Place	Market	should	be	top	of	your	list	of	the	best	things	to	do	in	Seattle.
This	colorful	wall-meets-art-installation	started	back	in	the	90s	when	people	waiting	in	line	outside	Unexpected	Productions	would	stick	their	pieces	of	gum	on	the	wall.	Add	your	ball	of	gum	to	the	wall	or	take	a	photo	in	front	of	one	of	the	more	quirky	and	unique	Seattle	attractions.		Whether	you’re	looking	for	a	romantic	Seattle	date	night	or	fun
family	activity,	this	wheel,	with	its	views	of	the	city,	Puget	Sound,	and	surrounding	mountains,	won’t	disappoint.		Standing	175	feet	tall	on	pier	57	on	the	waterfront,	the	Great	Wheel	is	the	largest	Ferris	wheel	on	the	West	Coast.	The	wheel,	built	in	2012,	features	42	air-conditioned	gondolas	that	can	hold	up	to	8	people.	Entry	costs	around	$16	for
adults.	Epitomizing	Seattle’s	love	for	nature	and	continuous	innovation,	the	Amazon	Spheres	combine	an	architecturally	magnificent	corporate	space	with	over	40,000	plants.		These	Amazon	headquarters	are	only	open	to	the	public	every	other	Saturday,	and	bookings	must	be	made	15	days	in	advance.	But,	if	you	can’t	secure	a	tour,	you	can	still
capture	the	spheres	from	outside,	and	they’re	stunning	at	night.		Washington	State	is	home	to	over	250	craft	breweries,	many	of	which	can	be	found	around	Seattle’s	SoDo,	Fremont,	and	Ballard	neighborhoods.	I	recommend	taking	the	Fishermen’s	Terminal	Brewery	Tour	to	visit	three	of	the	best	brew	pubs	in	Seattle.	Alternatively,	if	you’re	here
during	September,	you’ll	want	to	check	out	some	of	the	Seattle	Oktoberfests	going	on.	Celebrating	over	60	years	of	gracing	the	Seattle	skyline,	the	Space	Needle	provides	truly	unmatched	360°	views	of	the	city.	This	520-foot-tall	Seattle	must-see	location	has	the	world’s	only	rotating	glass	floor	and	indoor	and	outdoor	viewing	spaces.		Besides	the
spectacular	city,	you’ll	see	the	Olympic	Mountain	range	and	the	Cascade	Mountains	in	the	distance.	There’s	also	an	on-site	café	and	wine	bar	on	the	upper	level.		Tip:	If	you’d	like	to	save	some	money,	consider	purchasing	a	Seattle	CityPASS	to	get	discounted	access	to	up	to	five	attractions.		If	you’re	looking	for	the	perfect	spring	activities	in	Seattle,
you’ll	want	to	start	at	this	art	museum	and	glass	garden	next	to	the	Space	Needle.		If	you’re	visiting	the	Space	Needle,	I	recommend	getting	a	combination	ticket	to	visit	both	sites	at	a	discount	or	enter	with	your	CityPass.	This	will	give	you	access	to	the	Glasshouse,	garden,	and	indoor	exhibitions.	There	are	also	daily	glass-blowing	demonstrations	and
informative	signs	and	videos	on	the	brilliant	artist	behind	it	all,	Dale	Chihuly.	It’s	one	of	the	best	things	to	do	in	Seattle	if	you’re	an	art	lover.	There	are	plenty	of	fun	things	to	do	in	Seattle,	but	visiting	the	MoPOP	Museum	may	be	the	most	exciting.	This	vibrant	museum	near	the	Space	Needle	is	a	striking	attraction	inside	and	out.		This	140,000-square-
foot	building	features	interactive	and	inviting	exhibitions	relating	to	pop	culture.	The	non-profit	museum	houses	exhibitions	on	iconic	films,	music	artists,	and	indie	video	games,	to	name	a	few.		Tickets	range	from	$26-$32	and	are	cheaper	if	booked	well	in	advance.		This	elevated	park	may	be	small,	but	it	delivers	extensive	city	views.	If	you’re	looking
for	the	ultimate	snapshot	of	Downtown	Seattle,	make	your	way	to	this	neighborhood	park	a	short	walk	from	the	Seattle	Center.		On	a	clear	day,	you’ll	see	snow-capped	Mount	Rainier	in	the	distance	(and	you	can	even	head	out	on	a	day	trip	from	Seattle	to	Mount	Rainier	if	you’re	feeling	adventurous!).	Be	sure	to	arrive	early	as	this	Seattle	tourist	spot
can	get	crowded	at	midday	and	sunset.		This	magnificent	architectural	masterpiece	provides	an	innovative	library	experience	where	you	can	get	some	work	done	or	settle	with	a	book	on	a	rainy	day.	The	modern,	multi-level	design	allows	sunlight	to	stream	into	the	vast	spaces	from	various	angles.		One	of	Seattle’s	best	rainy	day	activities	is	going
museum	hopping.	About	a	block	from	Pike	Place	Market,	the	multi-level	Seattle	Art	Museum	features	temporary	and	permanent	art	exhibitions	from	across	the	world.	These	include	installations	of	Native	American,	Islamic,	and	Asian	art.		Stop	by	on	the	first	Thursday	of	the	month	for	free	entry,	or	book	online	to	get	a	$3	discount	on	the	roughly	$22
ticket	price.		Consisting	of	four	distinct	neighborhoods,	namely	Chinatown,	Japantown,	Little	Saigon,	and	Filipino	Town,	this	district	is	home	to	a	large	part	of	Seattle’s	Asian	American	communities.	You’ll	come	across	many	family-owned	restaurants	and	shops	offering	incredible	Asian	food	and	products.		Stop	by	Jade	Garden	for	some	tasty	dim	sum
before	heading	to	Hood	Famous	bake	shop	for	a	Vietnamese	coffee	and	ube	cheesecake.		This	9-acre	urban	park	is	an	extension	of	the	Seattle	Art	Museum	and	features	large	and	intriguing	contemporary	sculptures.	The	views	of	the	Olympic	Mountain	range	and	Elliot	Bay	from	this	spot	will	surely	leave	you	mesmerized.	Architecture	fans	will	be
especially	fascinated	by	the	park’s	unique	zig-zag	layout.	This	park	is	free	to	access	year-round	and	opens	and	closes	with	the	sunrise	and	sunset.		Image	from	Frye	Art	Museum	on	Facebook	If	you’re	visiting	Seattle	on	a	budget,	I	suggest	you	stop	by	the	Frye	Art	Museum	—	Seattle’s	only	free	art	museum.	Opened	in	1952,	the	museum	had	its	start
when	art	collectors	Charles	and	Emma	Frye	donated	their	collection	of	late	19th	and	early	20th-century	European	and	American	artworks.		The	original	collection	of	232	oil	paintings	has	since	expanded	to	include	more	contemporary	art	gained	through	donations	and	purchases.	Green	Lake	Park	is	one	of	Seattle’s	most	frequented	urban	parks,	and
it’s	easy	to	see	why.	The	park	has	a	2.8-mile	circular	running	or	walking	route,	an	indoor	swimming	pool,	sports	courts	and	athletic	fields,	a	playground,	and	a	boathouse	cafe.	There’s	also	a	small	beach	with	a	swimming	area,	where	you’re	free	to	explore	by	kayak	or	paddleboard.	At	the	west	end	of	Green	Lake,	you’ll	find	a	quaint	boathouse	converted
into	the	Seattle	Public	Theater.		A	mere	15-minute	drive	from	Seattle,	this	534-acre	expanse	of	dunes,	forest	groves,	streams,	and	sea	cliffs	composes	the	largest	park	in	the	city.	The	expansive	park	offers	sweeping	views	of	Puget	Sound,	the	Olympics,	and	the	Cascade	Mountains,	especially	from	the	lighthouse	and	beach.		Hike	through	various
terrains	on	the	Discovery	Park	loop	trail,	or	take	the	South	Beach	trail	that	runs	along	the	2-mile	stretch	of	tidal	beaches.	There	are	tons	of	easy	hikes	in	Seattle	to	check	out	in	this	network	of	trails.	Feel	free	to	pop	by	the	visitor	center	near	the	Discovery	Park	Playground	and	south	parking	lot	for	information	and	guidance.		One	of	the	best	things	to
do	in	Seattle	is	going	on	a	Seattle	whale-watching	tour.	Watching	these	magnificent	creatures	in	their	natural	habitat	is	a	thrilling	experience	that	never	gets	old.	The	local	whales	love	to	show	off	for	the	boats,	so	you’ll	definitely	be	in	for	a	treat.	I’ve	been	on	multiple	tours,	and	it’s	always	an	unforgettable	experience.	Seattle	is	famous	for	its	whale
watching,	and	I	always	jump	at	the	chance	to	take	my	friends	on	tours	when	they	visit.	I	recommend	going	on	a	morning	tour	when	the	waves	are	calmer	and	the	whales	are	easier	to	spot.	Get	ready	to	be	amazed	by	the	beauty	of	these	gentle	giants!	Book	your	whale-watching	tour	in	advance,	as	some	months	may	sell	out	quickly.	This	top	tourist
attraction	in	Seattle	is	the	busiest	locking	system	in	the	U.S.	and	offers	the	perfect	opportunity	to	see	how	locks	work.	You’ll	spot	boats	of	all	shapes	and	sizes	entering	and	exiting	this	interesting	“boat	elevator”	system,	and	you	can	even	experience	it	first-hand	on	a	narrated	cruise	tour.	During	the	summer,	you’ll	spot	salmon	climbing	the	fish	ladders
and	even	a	few	sea	lions	swimming	about.	There’s	also	an	underground	spot	where	you	can	view	the	fish	through	the	glass.	The	nearby	botanical	garden	offers	an	opportunity	to	enjoy	a	picnic.	You’ll	love	the	Seattle	Pinball	Museum	if	you’re	a	gamer	or	simply	appreciate	anything	nostalgic.	The	museum	was	opened	in	late	2010	with	the	intent	of
sharing	the	love	of	pinball	games	with	fellow	collectors	and	community	members.	Here,	you’ll	find	modern	and	vintage	games	(dating	back	to	1934)	from	brands	like	Dutch	Pinball,	Jersey	Jack	Pinball,	and	Spooky	Pinball.	A	$20	ticket	will	give	you	access	to	over	50	pinball	games	from	Friday	to	Monday.		This	conservation-focused	zoo,	founded	in	1899,
is	the	perfect	family-friendly	activity	in	Seattle.	The	extensive	92-acre	zoo	features	over	300	species	from	around	the	world	in	recreated	tropical,	savannah,	and	jungle	environments,	to	name	a	few.		You’ll	get	to	spot	everything	from	bears	and	lions	to	reptiles	and	penguins.	There	is	also	a	petting	zoo,	farm	area,	and	spectacular	2.4-acre	rose	garden.
Another	highlight	at	this	zoo	is	the	winter	Wild	Lanterns	light	festival,	which	features	large	animal-shaped	lanterns.	They	also	have	special	exhibits,	such	as	Dinosaur	Discovery,	that	was	such	a	hit	with	my	kids	that	we	came	back	three	times.	Bodies	of	water	surround	Seattle,	and	we	locals	certainly	take	advantage	of	that.	Lake	Washington	is	the
second	largest	lake	in	Washington	state,	offering	plenty	of	room	to	glide	about,	so	you’ll	love	one	of	the	best	things	to	do	in	Seattle	if	you	want	an	outdoor	activity.		Join	the	boats	and	paddlers	enjoying	the	splendor	of	Washington	State’s	second	largest	lake	with	your	kayak.	You	can	also	rent	one	at	Washington	Waterfront	Activities	Center	for	less	than
$20	an	hour.		One	of	my	top	picks	for	free	or	cheap	activities	in	Seattle	is	visiting	Gasworks	Park.	The	19-acre	park	in	Fremont	was	once	the	site	of	an	active	coal	gasification	plant,	which	operated	for	50	years	until	1956.		Today,	the	park	is	open	to	the	public	for	free	and	offers	striking	views	of	Lake	Union	and	the	Seattle	skyline.	Grab	a	picnic	basket
and	some	of	your	favorite	snacks,	and	settle	down	to	enjoy	the	sights	and	fresh	air.		Nestled	in	the	heart	of	the	C-ID	is	the	nation’s	only	museum	dedicated	to	sharing	the	Asian	Pacific	American	experience.	It	was	named	after	the	first	person	of	color	elected	to	the	Seattle	City	Council,	Wing	Luke.	The	museum	offers	curated	exhibitions	on	the	history,
culture,	and	art	of	Asian	Americans,	Native	Hawaiians,	and	Pacific	Islanders.	Their	aim	is	not	only	to	drive	racial	and	social	equity	through	education	but	to	revitalize	the	Chinatown-International	District.		The	museum	offers	regular	tours,	workshops,	and	food	tours	throughout	the	district.		In	1989,	the	Fremont	Arts	Council	hosted	an	art	competition
to	rehabilitate	the	area	under	Aurora	Bridge.	The	winning	idea,	executed	by	sculptor	Steve	Badanes	and	his	team,	was	of	a	troll	—	inspired	by	a	Norwegian	folktale,	Billy	Goats	Gruff.		The	troll	has	featured	in	several	iconic	films.	These	include	Sleepless	in	Seattle,	10	Things	I	Hate	About	You,	and	The	Twilight	Saga.		This	is	one	of	the	best	places	to
visit	in	Seattle,	Washington	with	kids,	as	they’ll	love	climbing	all	over	the	troll.	Get	a	snapshot	with	this	friendly	Seattle	attraction	before	heading	off	to	find	the	Statue	of	Lenin,	The	Fremont	Rocket,	and	the	“Waiting	for	The	Interurban”	statues	nearby.		A	wonderful	fall	activity	in	Seattle	is	to	wander	through	the	various	trees	and	admire	their
changing	colors.	This	230-acre	stretch	of	greenery	is	home	to	over	5,500	plant	species,	including	Chinese	and	Japanese	Maples,	Azaleas,	and	Mountain	Ashes.		Practice	the	art	of	“forest	bathing”	to	unwind,	or	join	a	free	public	walking	tour	every	first	Thursday	between	11:30	–	1	pm.	You	can	also	take	a	$20	narrated	tram	tour	to	give	your	feet	a	rest.	
The	3.5-acre	traditional	Japanese	Garden,	situated	in	the	Washington	Park	Arboretum,	has	been	a	tranquil	space	of	beauty	since	1960.	The	carefully	designed	garden	features	benches,	a	small	pond,	manicured	trees,	and	pathways	with	stones	handpicked	from	Snoqualmie	Pass	in	the	Cascade	Mountains.	Check	the	Japanese	Garden’s	website	when
planning	your	visit,	as	there	are	regular	events,	like	the	tea	ceremonies,	to	join.		Opened	to	the	public	in	1980,	this	museum	is	the	largest	of	its	kind	in	the	United	States.	The	museum	was	established	to	honor	the	thousands	of	Nordic	immigrants	who	came	to	the	Northwest	at	the	beginning	of	the	20th	century.		At	this	attraction	near	Ballard	Locks,
you’ll	find	exhibitions	on	the	history,	culture,	and	values	of	the	five	Nordic	countries,	Finland,	Iceland,	Denmark,	Sweden,	and	Norway.		Another	of	the	top	Seattle	tourist	attractions	is	the	Museum	of	Flight	—	the	largest	air	and	space	museum	in	the	world.	The	15-acre	site	houses	over	175	aircraft	and	spacecraft,	and	you’ll	also	find	flight	simulators
and	the	original	Boeing	Aircraft	factory	here.		With	workshops,	interactive	tours,	and	virtual	reality	experiences,	a	visit	to	this	museum	makes	for	a	fun	family	activity.	Entry	is	less	than	$30,	and	admission	is	free	on	the	first	Thursdays.	Running	since	1954,	you’ll	find	this	classic	burger	joint	conveniently	located	near	some	of	the	top	Seattle	sightseeing
spots.	With	burgers	costing	as	little	as	$1.40,	this	budget-friendly	spot	is	a	must-visit	after	a	long	day	of	adventuring	in	Seattle.		Besides	a	cup	of	coffee,	what	better	way	to	start	your	day	than	with	some	kitty	cuddles?	Book	a	visit	to	Seattle	Meowtropolitan	a	few	blocks	from	the	Fremont	Troll	or	Neko	Cat	Cafe	near	Downtown	Seattle	for	a
heartwarming	coffee	date	with	some	fluff	balls.		Washington	has	many	ferry	routes	with	multiple	cities	and	islands	separated	by	water	bodies,	and	a	ferry	ride	is	an	excellent	mode	of	transport	for	a	budget-friendly	day	trip	from	Seattle.			You’ll	love	a	day	trip	to	Bainbridge	Island,	one	of	Seattle’s	most	popular	ferry	destinations.	For	less	than	$10,	you
can	enjoy	a	refreshing	35-minute	ride	with	stunning	cityscape	views.	Once	in	Bainbridge,	there	are	museums,	parks,	and	a	beach	with	a	campground	for	you	to	explore.	It’s	one	of	the	best	ways	to	get	around	Seattle	without	a	car.	Situated	in	south	Seattle,	this	volunteer-run	community	garden	started	in	2010.	It	is	open	to	all	and	consists	of	entirely
edible	plants.	They	aim	to	provide	equitable	access	to	food	sources	and	foster	a	stronger	sense	of	community	through	volunteer	events	and	workshops.		With	regular	work	party	events,	there’s	always	an	opportunity	to	volunteer	your	green	fingers	for	this	great	cause.	The	7-acre	gardens	are	also	lovely	to	simply	admire	and	walk	through.	The	Center
for	Wooden	Boats	aims	to	honor	the	Northwest’s	maritime	history.	Their	goal	is	to	provide	everyone	with	the	chance	to	experience	the	waters	on	their	collection	of	wooden	boats.		In	addition	to	offering	educational	talks,	exhibits,	and	hands-on	experiences	for	all	ages,	the	center	rents	out	its	sail	and	row	boats.	They	also	provide	free	Sunday	Sail	trips
and	allow	you	to	rent	their	peapod	rowboats	for	an	hour	from	Wednesday	to	Sunday	at	no	cost.		One	of	the	best	places	to	enjoy	the	sunset	in	Seattle	is	Golden	Gardens.	The	beach	in	the	park	is	always	abuzz	with	volleyballers,	runners,	and	paddlers,	but	the	bonfires	make	it	extra	popular.		Show	up	early	with	friends	and	secure	one	of	the	12	fire	pits.	If
you	find	yourself	in	West	Seattle,	you	can	also	secure	a	bonfire	at	Alki	Beach.	The	exquisite	T-Mobile	Park	is	a	19.59-acre	real	grass	ballpark	with	a	retractable	roof	and	is	home	to	the	Seattle	Mariners.	If	you’re	a	baseball	fan,	this	park,	which	opened	in	1999,	offers	various	opportunities	to	appreciate	the	sport	besides	match	days.		For	around	$15,	you
can	book	a	guided	tour	of	the	facilities	and	restricted	areas	like	the	All-Star	club,	owners	suite,	field,	and	press	box.	There’s	also	a	merchandise	store	and	a	Mariners	Hall	of	Fame	where	you	can	learn	more	about	the	history	of	baseball	in	the	Pacific	Northwest.		You’ll	find	baseball-inspired	art	pieces	throughout	the	park,	and	the	bleachers	provide	one
of	the	best	view	of	downtown	Seattle	and	Puget	Sound.		If	you’re	wondering	what	to	do	in	Seattle,	Washington	in	summer,	I	highly	recommend	catching	a	movie	at	a	drive-in	cinema	or	park.	Many	Seattle	parks	host	outdoor	movies,	including	Marymoor	Park,	Westlake	Park,	and	Juanita	Beach	Park.		You	can	also	head	to	Seattle	Center	for	Movies	at
the	Mural,	where	free	films	are	showcased	on	a	40-foot	screen	below	the	Space	Needle.		If	you’re	only	spending	one	day	in	Seattle	and	would	like	to	see	as	many	sights	as	possible,	why	not	see	them	on	a	bike	tour?	Seattle	is	one	of	the	most	active	U.S.	cities,	so	you’ll	fit	in	on	a	bicycle.		Rent	a	bike	from	one	of	the	various	rental	spots	along	the	coast,
or	join	a	guided	cycling	tour	to	learn	a	few	Seattle	facts	while	you	explore	the	Emerald	City.			Support	the	local	farms	by	stopping	by	one	of	the	many	markets	in	Seattle.	There	are	farmers’	markets	running	all	week,	so	you’ll	always	have	an	opportunity	to	buy	farm-fresh	produce.		Some	notable	markets	include	West	Seattle,	Ballard,	Pike	Place,
University	District,	South	Lake	Union,	and	Capitol	Hill	farmers’	markets.		One	of	the	more	unique	Seattle	things	to	do	is	to	rent	a	hot	tub	boat.	This	Washington	State	bucket	list	activity	allows	you	to	enjoy	the	waters	and	views	in	the	comfort	of	a	private	floating	hot	tub.		While	you	can	rent	a	hot	tub	boat	throughout	the	year,	it’s	especially	exciting	if
you’re	visiting	Seattle	in	winter.		Whether	you	have	a	particular	interest	in	the	history	of	telecommunications	or	simply	love	history,	you’ll	enjoy	the	Connections	Museum.	You’ll	see	everything	from	functional	switchboards	to	early	videophones	and	telegraph	teletypes.		The	museum	is	open	every	Sunday	from	10	am	to	3	pm,	and	the	volunteers	are
happy	to	give	you	a	tour	or	answer	a	few	questions.	There	is	no	entry	fee,	but	donations	are	requested.	Seattle	has	no	shortage	of	breathtaking	gardens	—	the	Kubota	Garden,	established	in	1927,	being	one	of	them.	This	Japanese-style	garden	features	two	red	bridges,	11	ponds,	and	waterfalls,	with	vibrant	flowers.		I	recommend	visiting	this	garden	to
get	a	tranquil	break	from	the	city	or	to	take	a	few	snapshots	of	the	vibrant	plants	and	picturesque	landscape.	There	are	also	regular	guided	tours	and	events	on	offer,	so	be	sure	to	check	the	website	beforehand.		Book	a	ticket	to	the	360°	Sky	View	Observatory	on	the	73rd	floor	of	Columbia	Center	if	you’re	looking	for	a	more	affordable	way	to	view	the
cityscape.	For	around	$25,	you	can	take	an	elevator	up	to	the	tallest	viewing	area	in	the	city	and	the	Pacific	Northwest,	situated	almost	1,000	feet	above	the	ground.		There	are	plenty	of	reasons	why	I’d	recommend	a	visit	to	the	Olympic	National	Park.	This	National	Park	is	a	nature	lover’s	paradise	with	nearly	1	million	acres	encompassing	lush
greenery,	streams,	and	snow-capped	mountains.		Set	off	on	one	of	the	park’s	various	hiking	trails,	visit	Marymere	Falls,	and	go	wildlife	spotting	(or	photographing).	There	are	also	spectacular	places	to	stay	in	Olympic	National	Park	if	you’re	simply	looking	to	escape	the	city	bustle	for	a	while.		As	the	second	largest	producer	of	wine	in	the	United
States,	Washington	offers	plenty	of	wine	tasting	and	tour	opportunities.	There	are	quite	a	few	urban	wineries	to	visit	in	Seattle,	primarily	concentrated	around	the	south,	but	it’s	also	one	of	the	best	things	to	do	near	Seattle.			Book	a	winery	tour	and	taste	some	wines	at	a	few	locations	on	Bainbridge	Island.	You	can	also	book	a	tour	of	Woodinville	wine
country,	30	minutes	away,	where	you’ll	find	over	90	tasting	rooms.	This	is	also	where	you’ll	find	Washington’s	oldest	winery,	Chateau	Ste.	Michelle.	Besides	its	exquisite	facades	that	look	like	they	come	straight	from	a	Harry	Potter	novel,	this	university	also	has	a	breathtaking	cherry	blossom	quad.	If	you’re	planning	your	trip	to	Seattle	in	the	spring
months,	stop	by	the	University	of	Washington	to	see	the	path	explode	with	soft	pink	cherry	blossoms.		I	found	the	best	time	to	see	and	capture	these	blooming	beauties	is	during	the	last	week	of	March.	Be	sure	to	arrive	early	in	the	day	to	avoid	larger	crowds.		See	the	Emerald	City	and	its	surroundings	from	an	entirely	different	perspective	on	a	hot	air
balloon	trip	on	one	of	the	best	things	to	do	in	Seattle.		One	of	the	best-rated	companies	to	offer	this	exciting	activity	is	Seattle	Ballooning,	offering	sunrise	and	sunset	flights.	They’re	close	to	the	Seattle-Tacoma	International	Airport,	making	it	an	easily	accessible	first	stop	before	heading	downtown	(you’ll	want	to	know	how	to	get	from	SeaTac	Airport
to	downtown	Seattle	before	you	go).	Book	a	private	or	group	ride,	starting	at	$325,	for	a	birds-eye	view	of	Downtown	Seattle,	the	surrounding	countryside,	Puget	South,	and	Mount	Rainier	—	to	name	a	few.		While	Seattle’s	skyline	features	plenty	of	incredible	skyscrapers	today,	the	Smith	Tower,	built	in	1914,	was	the	city’s	first	and	one	of	the	top
things	to	see	in	Seattle.	It	may	not	have	been	as	tall	as	the	New	York	skyscrapers	it	drew	inspiration	from,	but	the	38-story	structure	was	still	an	impressive	addition	to	Seattle.		Today,	you	can	take	an	elevator	to	the	observation	point	on	the	35th	floor	of	this	historic	landmark,	where	you’ll	find	a	restaurant	and	bar.	This	tower	offers	panoramic	views
of	the	city,	waters,	and	mountains,	with	access	tickets	costing	a	fraction	of	what	you’d	pay	at	the	Space	Needle.	If	you’re	looking	for	adventurous	things	to	do	around	Seattle,	why	not	go	camping?	The	city	is	surrounded	by	national	parks,	forests,	and	peaks,	so	there	are	plenty	of	camping	spots	that	make	for	the	perfect	weekend	trip	from	Seattle.
Whether	a	camping	beginner	or	a	nature	expert,	you’ll	love	camping	sites	like	Saltwater	State	Park,	Manchester	State	Park,	and	Verlot	Campground.	Many	sites	are	less	than	3	hours	away	from	the	city	and	offer	great	recreational	water	and	terrain	activities.		While	you’re	around	the	Pike	Place	Market,	another	must-see	in	Seattle	is	the	original
Starbucks	that	opened	in	1971.	This	store	is	the	perfect	place	to	find	exclusive	drinks	and	buy	Seattle	souvenirs	like	Starbucks	mugs	and	bearistas.	The	relatively	quaint	shop	attracts	thousands	of	visitors	as	one	of	the	most	famous	tourist	attractions	in	Seattle,	so	lines	get	long.	Try	to	arrive	early	and	on	weekdays	to	avoid	the	winding	queues.		I	don’t
actually	recommend	getting	coffee	here	because	it	tastes	exactly	like	the	three	other	Starbucks	around	the	corner,	so	just	take	a	few	pictures	and	visit	a	different	shop	for	your	latte.	If	you	have	some	money	to	splurge,	treat	yourself	to	a	private	Seattle	sightseeing	cocktail	cruise.	This	is	the	perfect	way	to	see	some	of	the	city’s	most	popular	sights,	like
the	Seattle	houseboats,	while	enjoying	a	few	expertly	prepared	cocktails	and	good	company.		A	more	affordable	option	is	a	Seattle	harbor	cruise	on	a	bigger,	shared	boat.	Which	of	these	things	to	do	in	Seattle	are	you	most	excited	for?	via	Shutterstock	/	Nadia	Borisevich	There’s	no	shortage	of	things	to	do	in	the	Emerald	City—and	that	can	be
overwhelming!	So	we	asked	Seattleites	on	Instagram	and	Facebook	what	they	consider	to	be	the	most	essential	things	to	do	in	Seattle.	After	all,	who	better	to	ask	than	the	locals?	Some	of	these	are	seasonal	activities,	most	of	them	are	kid-friendly,	and	many	are	free!	If	you’ve	done	more	than	half	of	the	things	on	this	list,	you	can	say	you’re	a	seasoned
Seattleite.	If	you’ve	done	all	55,	congrats:	you’ve	won	the	key	to	the	city.	Here	are	over	55	of	the	most	essential	things	to	do	in	Seattle:	1.	See	the	cherry	blossoms	at	the	University	of	Washington	via	Shutterstock	Every	spring,	cherry	blossoms	start	to	bloom	all	around	Seattle	from	the	end	of	March	to	mid-April.	One	of	the	most	stunning	displays	is
located	in	the	Quad	at	the	University	of	Washington.	It’s	a	sight	that	is	not	to	be	missed.	2.	Go	to	a	Candlelight	Concert	Candlelight	at	the	Lotte	Hotel	If	you	want	to	experience	a	memorable	night	of	live	music	at	an	iconic	Seattle	venue,	you	need	to	know	about	the	Candlelight	Concert	series.	Every	month	you	can	choose	from	different	concerts
featuring	everything	from	classical	music	to	modern	hits	from	artists	like	Taylor	Swift.	Get	more	info	and	tickets	for	upcoming	Candlelight	Concerts.	3.	Visit	Columbia	Center	for	the	view	via	Columbia	Center	Sky	View	Observatory	atop	Columbia	Center	offers	a	stunning	vista	of	the	Seattle	waterfront	and	Elliott	Bay.	But	those	in	the	know
recommended	including	a	trip	to	the	76th-floor	bathroom	while	you’re	there.	4.	Take	a	Seattle	harbor	cruise	Seattle	harbor	cruise	What	better	way	to	see	Seattle	than	from	the	water?	You’ll	get	to	see	the	Seattle	skyline,	Mount	Rainier,	and	more	stunning	views	on	this	one-hour	cruise.	Get	your	tickets	here.	5.	Try	a	Seattle	Dog	View	this	post	on
Instagram	You	can’t	leave	Seattle	without	having	tried	a	Seattle	Dog:	a	hot	dog	graced	with	cream	cheese	and	onions.	As	one	Seattleite	put	it,	the	most	authentic	experience	is	getting	one	from	a	street	vendor	after	a	night	out.	6.	Experience	the	Fremont	naked	bike	ride	Photo	credit:	Joe	Mabel	via	Flickr	It’s	up	to	you	whether	you	want	to	partake	in
the	famous	naked	bike	ride	or	simply	watch	from	the	sidelines.	This	unsanctioned	tradition	happens	every	June	as	part	of	the	Fremont	Fair	and	Solstice	Parade.	7.	Eat	a	12-egg	omelette	at	Beth’s	via	Beth’s	Cafe	Beth’s	Cafe	used	to	be	Seattle’s	most	beloved	all-night	diner,	until	it	closed	down	in	2021.	Happily,	Beth’s	reopened	recently.	You	can	once
again	order	the	12-egg	omelette,	although	the	full	experience	(eating	it	drunk	at	3:00	a.m.)	will	have	to	wait	until	they	expand	their	hours.	8.	Get	creative	at	Neon	Brush	workshops	Art	expert	or	not,	Neon	Brush	is	for	absolutely	everyone	and	it’s	the	perfect	place	to	get	creative	for	a	while.	Make	sure	to	wear	an	outfit	that’ll	forgive	a	few	fluorescent
paint	splashes	and	find	yourself	immersed	in	a	luminous	and	unforgettable	painting	experience	in	Seattle.	From	abstract	shapes	to	serene	sunsets	or	even	the	Seattle	cityscape,	experiment	with	different	colors	and	create	your	next	masterpiece	while	listening	to	music	and	sipping	a	drink.	9.	See	a	live	show	The	Triple	Door	Seattle	has	no	shortage	of
excellent	live	music	venues.	Whether	you	want	to	catch	an	iconic	musical	artist	at	Climate	Pledge	Arena	or	see	a	small	local	act	at	a	cafe,	there’s	options	for	every	night	of	the	week.	See	our	guide	to	the	best	live	music	venues	in	Seattle,	as	well	as	Seattle	restaurants	with	live	music	in	case	you	want	dinner	and	show.	10.	Visit	the	Museum	of	Flight	via
Shutterstock	The	Museum	of	Flight	is	a	must-visit.	Hot	tip:	they	offer	free	admission	between	5:00	and	9:00	p.m.	on	the	first	Thursday	of	every	month,	and	children	under	the	age	of	four	are	always	admitted	for	free.	11.	Go	to	a	Concert	Under	the	Stars	Concerts	Under	the	Stars	A	really	cool	live	music	experience	in	Seattle	is	this	evening	concert
series	that	takes	place	on	a	stunning	rooftop	with	cocktails	and	a	view.	Tickets	are	still	available	for	these	Concerts	Under	the	Stars:	12.	Take	a	ferry	to	one	of	the	islands	via	Shutterstock	A	ferry	ride	should	definitely	be	on	your	Seattle	bucket	list.	Your	destination	options	include	Vashon	Island,	Bainbridge	Island,	Whidbey	Island,	and	the	San	Juan
islands.	13.	Tour	the	Seattle	underground	You	can	head	to	Seattle’s	historic	neighborhood	Pioneer	Square	to	take	a	tour	of	the	Seattle	underground.	You’ll	be	able	to	walk	along	underground	tunnels	that	were	once	at	street-level	while	you	learn	some	fascinating	Seattle	history.	14.	Eat	at	Dick’s	Drive-In	via	Shutterstock	Some	genuinely	love	Dick’s
burgers,	while	others	argue	that	they’re	overrated.	Either	way,	you	haven’t	had	the	true	Seattle	experience	until	you	can	say	you’ve	tried	a	bag	of	Dick’s.	(As	a	bonus,	it’s	one	of	Seattle’s	most	affordable	meals.)	15.	Visit	the	Chihuly	Glass	Museum	This	famous	museum	of	glass	artwork	located	at	Seattle	Center	is	truly	a	stunning	sight.	16.	See	the
Pacific	Northwest	Ballet	perform	The	Nutcracker	via	Shutterstock	Many	Seattleites	have	fond	memories	of	seeing	the	Pacific	Northwest	Ballet	perform	The	Nutcracker	every	Christmas.	This	is	a	great	holiday	tradition	to	do	with	kids.	17.	Visit	Smith	Tower	via	Shutterstock	Smith	Tower	is	a	historic	building	located	in	Pioneer	Square.	You	can	go	to	the
Observatory	&	Bar	for	a	great	view,	and	you’ll	also	find	brunch,	free	movie	nights,	cocktail	classes,	and	events.	Read	more	about	things	to	do	at	Smith	Tower.	18.	Go	to	the	top	of	the	Space	Needle	at	sunset	The	Loupe	Lounge	in	the	Space	Needle	You	can	get	small	bites	and	cocktails	atop	the	Space	Needle	while	you	walk	on	the	revolving	glass	floor
and	watch	the	sun	set	over	the	360-degree	view.	Yes,	it’s	a	tourist	attraction,	but	it’s	also	a	fun	experience	to	do	at	least	once.	19.	Eat	Molly	Moon’s	ice	cream	at	Kerry	Park	Kerry	Park	You’ll	find	possibly	the	most	iconic	view	of	Seattle	at	the	miniature	Kerry	Park	in	Queen	Anne.	Molly	Moon’s	ice	cream	is	within	walking	distance	of	the	park	if	you
want	to	try	a	popular	Seattle	treat.	20.	Spend	a	day	at	Pike	Place	Market	via	Shutterstock	Yes,	Pike	Place	Market	(never	Pike’s)	is	typically	full	of	tourists.	But	locals	go	there	too!	You	can	buy	fresh	flowers,	produce,	seafood	(and	do	the	fish	toss	at	least	once),	and	eat	at	dozens	of	delicious	restaurants.	21.	Go	to	the	Seattle	Aquarium	Seattle	Aquarium
via	Shutterstock	If	you	don’t	like	watching	adorable	otters	eat	and	play,	then	we	can’t	help	you.	22.	Swim	in	Lake	Washington	Lake	Washington	(Shutterstock/	via	George	Cole)	Every	summer,	Seattleites	flock	to	the	east	side	of	the	city	to	swim	in	Lake	Washington.	The	“beaches”	may	be	grassy	rather	than	sandy	but	we	don’t	mind.	23.	Ride	the	Burke-
Gilman	trail	via	Shutterstock	The	Burke-Gilman	Trail	is	a	19-mile	paved	trail	that	provides	an	excellent	way	to	see	a	large	part	of	Seattle	via	bike.	You	can	also	walk	or	jog	along	it.	24.	Have	dinner	and	a	show	at	Can	Can	Culinary	Cabernet	Can	Can	Culinary	Cabaret	This	cabaret	dinner	theater	located	at	Pike	Place	Market	is	a	truly	memorable
experience.	25.	Rent	a	hot	tub	boat	on	Lake	Union	Lake	Union	hot	tub	boat	Here’s	an	outdoor	activity	that	you	can	do	year-round	in	Seattle:	rent	a	hot	tub	boat	on	Lake	Union!	You’ll	be	warm	and	toasty	while	taking	in	the	city	views,	even	if	it’s	raining.	26.	Explore	the	Olympic	Peninsula	Olympic	National	Park	/	Photo	by	Alexandra	Nicolae	on
Unsplash	The	Olympic	National	Park	is	only	about	a	four-hour	drive	from	Seattle	and	is	home	to	mountains,	hot	springs,	stunning	beaches,	and	even	a	rainforest.	27.	Visit	the	Fremont	Troll	The	Fremont	Troll	Make	sure	you	visit	Seattle’s	famous	Fremont	Troll!	28.	Get	a	drink	at	Central	Saloon	via	Central	Saloon	Central	Saloon’s	claim	to	fame	is	that
it’s	the	“birthplace	of	grunge,”	since	Nirvana,	Alice	in	Chains,	Soundgarden	and	more	have	played	there.	Nirvana	actually	had	their	first	Seattle	show	there.	They	still	host	live	music	almost	every	night	so	be	sure	to	go	there	and	catch	a	show.	29.	Visit	Easy	Street	Records	View	this	post	on	Instagram	Another	iconic	Seattle	spot	for	music	lovers	is	Easy
Street	Records	&	Cafe	in	West	Seattle.	You	can	browse	for	records,	catch	a	live	show,	and	eat	a	great	meal	at	their	diner-style	cafe.	30.	Go	to	the	Museum	of	Pop	Culture	MoPOP	by	Hester	Qiang	on	Unsplash	The	Museum	of	Pop	Culture	is	a	favorite	among	locals	and	visitors	alike,	and	it’s	not	hard	to	see	why.	There’s	an	exhibition	for	everyone	there,
from	movies	and	TV	to	music	and	video	games.	31.	Try	Fran’s	Chocolates	via	Fran’s	Chocolates	A	Seattle	delicacy,	Fran’s	Chocolates	can	be	found	in	downtown	Seattle	as	well	as	in	Georgetown	and	Bellevue.	32.	See	a	laser	dome	show	at	Pacific	Science	Center	Pacific	Science	Center	A	classic	Seattle	experience	is	seeing	a	laser	dome	show	at	the
Pacific	Science	Center.	Hot	tip:	PacSci	often	hosts	a	monthly	happy	hour	event	for	ages	21	and	up,	in	case	you’d	prefer	to	go	when	there	are	no	kids	running	around.	33.	Spend	a	weekend	in	Capitol	Hill	Volunteer	Park	Conservatory	/	via	Shutterstock	There’s	so	many	things	to	do	in	Capitol	Hill…	You	can	go	to	Volunteer	Park	on	a	nice	day	and	tour	the
conservatory,	you	can	shop	and	eat	your	heart	out,	and	you	can	go	dancing,	see	live	music,	or	bar	hop	all	night	long.	34.	See	a	local	band	play	Photo	by	Dominic	Hampton	on	Unsplash	It’s	not	hard	to	find	live	music	in	Seattle.	Besides	all	the	local	summer	music	festivals	and	the	annual	Capitol	Hill	Block	Party,	there	are	venues	such	as	Neumos,	Nectar
Lounge,	and	the	aforementioned	Central	Saloon	are	just	a	few	places	to	go	support	musical	artists.	35.	Spend	a	day	at	Alki	Beach	Alki	Beach	by	Seattle	Parks	and	Rec	via	Flickr	One	of	the	few	sandy	beaches	in	Seattle,	Alki	Beach	is	one	of	our	favorite	things	to	do	in	West	Seattle	during	the	summer	months.	36.	Take	a	tour	of	Theo	Chocolate	Factory
via	Yelp	Seattle	has	its	very	own	chocolate	factory	that	fills	the	air	in	Fremont	with	a	heavenly	scent.	You	can	sign	up	online	for	an	in-store	tasting	at	Theo	Chocolate	Factory.	37.	Eat	a	geoduck	via	Shutterstock	Listen,	it’s	not	for	us	to	comment	on	geoducks’	appearance,	taste,	or	weird	name	(pronounced	gooey-duck).	We’re	just	here	to	tell	you	that
eating	one	is	a	very	Seattle	experience.	38.	Spend	a	hot	summer	day	at	Golden	Gardens	via	Shutterstock	Seattle’s	other	sandy	beach	is	Golden	Gardens	in	Ballard.	You’ll	find	that	the	temperature	of	Puget	Sound	is	frigid	year-round,	but	that	doesn’t	stop	Seattleites	from	flocking	to	this	beach	en-masse	all	summer.	39.	See	the	Ballard	Locks	in	action
Ballard	Locks	The	Hiram	M.	Chittenden	(more	commonly	known	as	the	Ballard	Locks)	is	a	waterway	system	connecting	the	saltwater	of	Puget	Sound	to	freshwater.	You	can	watch	the	locks	in	action	and	see	ships	go	through	them—for	free!	The	botanical	garden	there	is	also	worth	a	visit.	40.	Go	on	the	Wings	Over	Washington	ride	on	the	waterfront
via	Shutterstock	If	you	find	yourself	on	the	Seattle	waterfront,	skip	the	Great	Wheel	and	go	on	Wings	Over	Washington	instead.	This	short	virtual-reality	ride	is	surprisingly	fun	(although	you	really	only	need	to	do	it	once).	41.	Visit	the	Woodland	Park	Zoo	via	Shutterstock	Seattle’s	Woodland	Park	Zoo	is	a	fun	activity	for	kids	and	adults	alike.	Hot	tip:
the	adjacent	rose	garden	is	free	to	visit	and	quite	lovely	year-round,	but	especially	so	when	the	roses	are	in	bloom.	42.	Get	dim	sum	in	the	International	District	via	Shutterstock	Seattle’s	Chinatown-International	District	(commonly	called	the	CID)	is	a	foodie	heaven.	Go	here	for	dim	sum:	one	of	Seattle’s	most	hearty	and	affordable	meals.	43.	Take	an
electric	boat	out	on	Lake	Union	with	friends	Lake	Union	in	Seattle	by	Zayn	Shah	on	Unsplash	An	easy	summer	birthday	activity	in	Seattle	is	renting	an	electric	boat	on	Lake	Union	with	friends.	You	can	bring	snacks	and	drinks	with	you	and	blast	music	while	you	enjoy	the	city	views.	44.	Take	a	scenic	seaplane	flight	over	the	city	via	Kenmore	Air	Want
to	see	a	unique	view	of	Seattle?	You	can	take	a	scenic	flight	with	Kenmore	Air.	The	seaplane	will	take	off	from	and	land	on	Lake	Union	for	a	thrilling	ride.	45.	Go	to	a	Seahawks	game	Lumen	Field	If	you’ve	been	to	a	___	(fill	in	the	blank	with	Seahawks,	Sounders,	Mariners,	or	Kraken)	game	then	you	get	a	point.	Lumen	Field	hosts	so	many	amazing
games.	46.	Stroll	through	the	arboretum	Washington	Park	Arboretum	via	Shutterstock	The	Washington	Park	Arboretum	is	an	underrated	must-visit	in	Seattle.	Bonus	points	if	you’ve	seen	the	fall	foliage	or	the	spring	flowers	blooming.	If	you’ve	visited	the	Japanese	garden	there,	you’re	a	true	Seattleite.	47.	Have	a	picnic	at	Gas	Works	Park	at	sunset
Gas	Works	Park	via	Shutterstock	On	a	sunny	day,	all	of	Seattle	will	be	at	Gas	Works	Park	flying	kites,	having	picnics,	walking	their	dogs,	and	throwing	their	frisbee	right	at	you.	The	view	is	worth	the	odd	frisbee	to	the	head,	though.	48.	Ride	the	Monorail	via	Shutterstock	The	Seattle	Center	Monorail	travels	less	than	a	mile	and	has	only	two	stops,	so	it
will	be	a	short	ride.	It’s	worth	doing	at	least	once	though,	for	the	views	and	just	to	say	that	you	did	it.	49.	Visit	the	Seattle	Central	Library	Photo	by	elvira	Butler	on	Unsplash	Firstly,	you	should	really	take	advantage	of	all	the	free	things	you	can	do	with	a	Seattle	library	card	if	you	live	in	King	County.	Secondly,	you	have	to	visit	Seattle	Central	Library
the	next	time	you’re	in	downtown	Seattle.	First	check	out	the	Red	Hall,	and	then	go	all	the	way	to	the	highest	viewpoint	on	the	top	floor.	50.	Take	a	free	wooden	rowboat	out	on	Lake	Union	The	Center	for	Wooden	Boats	offers	free	rowboat	rentals.	You	just	have	to	sign	up	in	advance.	It’s	a	great	budget-friendly	activity	in	Seattle.	51.	Shop	at	Uwijimaya
View	this	post	on	Instagram	Uwijimaya	is	a	popular	Asian	grocery	store	in	Seattle’s	Chinatown-International	District.	You’ll	also	find	an	amazing	food	court	there.	52.	Go	to	the	world-famous	tulip	festival	Skagit	Valley	tulips	/	Shutterstock	Seattleites	know	that	the	arrival	of	April	means	it’s	time	to	make	the	day	trip	to	nearby	Mount	Vernon	for	the
annual	Skagit	Valley	Tulip	Festival.	The	rows	upon	rows	of	colorful	tulips	are	quite	a	sight	to	behold.	53.	Visit	Leavenworth	in	October	or	at	Christmas	via	@visitleavenworthwa	on	Instagram	Another	local	destination	on	many	Seattleites’	bucket	list	is	Leavenworth,	WA.	This	Bavarian-style	mountain	town	goes	all	out	in	the	fall	for	Oktoberfest	and	in
the	winter	for	Christmas.	54.	Browse	the	stacks	at	Elliott	Bay	Book	Co.	via	Elliott	Bay	Books	Seattle	has	no	shortage	of	amazing	independent	bookstores	but	Elliott	Bay	Book	Co.	in	Capitol	Hill	is	the	largest.	They	have	something	for	every	reader,	in	addition	to	ongoing	events,	a	charming	in-store	cafe,	and	a	cozy	kids’	section.	55.	Hike	in	Mt.	Rainier
National	Park	via	Shutterstock	Finally,	it’s	essential	to	catch	a	glimpse	of	the	awe-inspiring	Mount	Rainier	(known	by	the	indigenous	people	of	the	Puyallup	Tribe	as	Tahoma).	If	you’re	lucky	you’ll	see	the	volcano	from	Seattle	on	a	clear	day—or	you	can	see	it	up-close	by	enjoying	a	trek	through	Mt.	Rainier	National	Park.	Even	if	you’re	not	up	for	a
long,	strenuous	hike	you	could	go	and	follow	the	short	trail	from	the	parking	lot	to	Myrtle	Falls.	How	many	things	on	this	Seattle	bucket	list	have	you	done?	Let	us	know!	With	a	blend	of	nature	and	urban	attractions,	there	are	so	many	fun	things	to	do	in	Seattle	for	every	type	of	traveler.	We’ve	spent	lots	of	time	in	this	city,	and	have	come	up	with	what
we	think	is	the	perfect	Seattle	bucket	list!	Seattle	is	a	city	that	urbanites	and	nature-lovers	can	both	appreciate.	And	with	the	ocean	on	one	side	and	majestic	mountains	on	the	other,	there	is	no	shortage	of	fun	things	to	do	in	Seattle.	Aside	from	it’s	undeniable	natural	beauty,	the	food,	art	and	music	scene	are	reason	enough	to	get	yo’	booty	over	to	this
PNW	metropolis.	NOW.	Being	that	we	live	in	the	Pacific	Northwest,	we	visit	Seattle	often	(and	update	this	article	to	make	sure	it’s	the	best	resource	for	planning	your	perfect	visit!).	We	love	Seattle	because	there’s	such	a	mix	of	fun	things	to	do	for	all	types	of	travelers,	including	lots	of	outdoor	adventuring	nearby.	We’re	sharing	our	very	favorite
things	to	do	in	Seattle	along	with	some	insider	tips	that’ll	make	your	trip	unforgettable!	Some	are	the	super	famous	touristy	“must-dos”,	and	others	are	local	secrets	you	won’t	find	in	the	guidebooks.	Find	out	where	to	get	this	epic	view	of	Seattle	(for	free!)	in	this	guide	to	the	Emerald	City.	Whether	it’s	your	first	time	in	Seattle	and	you	have	a	weekend
to	soak	it	up	or	you’re	a	Pacific	Northwest	local	looking	for	fun	things	to	add	to	your	bucket	list,	we’ve	got	some	can’t-miss	spots	and	quirky	additions	to	your	Seattle	bucket	list.	Let’s	dive	in	and	plan	your	trip	to	the	“Emerald	City”!	Now	your	trip	to	Seattle	is	almost	planned!	But	don’t	stop	here…Want	more	ideas?	Well,	you	are	in	for	a	treat,	my
friend,	because	this	article	is	absolutely	PACKED	with	all	kinds	of	crazy	fun	things	to	do	in	Seattle	plus	all	sorts	of	insider	tips!	If	there	was	an	award	for	the	city	with	the	best	coffee	in	the	United	States,	Seattle	would	win	gold.	Stroll	down	just	about	any	block	in	Seattle	and	you’re	bound	to	find	a	handful	of	wonderful	coffee	shops	that	serve	a	good,
strong	brew.	Honestly,	it’s	hard	to	go	wrong	because	stiff	competition	keeps	the	quality	high.	If	you	don’t	know	where	to	start,	here	are	some	local	gems:	Psst!	If	you’re	really	into	coffee,	this	Seattle	Coffee	Culture	tour	looks	pretty	fun!	A	visit	to	Seattle	would	be	incomplete	without	stepping	foot	in	this	iconic	market.	Did	you	know	it	is	the	oldest
continuously-operating	market	in	the	United	States?	Crazy,	huh?!	Super	touristy?	Yes.	Worth	a	visit?	Heck	yes!		Arguably	the	most	famous	farmers	market	in	America,	Pike	Place	is	one	of	the	can’t-miss	things	to	do	in	Seattle.	The	most	famous	attraction	here	are	the	fishmongers	who	toss	the	fresh	catch	of	the	day	between	each	other	when	a	customer
makes	a	purchase.	I	remember	visiting	Pike	Place	as	a	child	and	being	wowed	by	this,	and	I	was	pleased	to	find	that	they’re	still	flingin’	those	fish	nearly	two	decades	later.	Get	your	camera	out	to	capture	those	flying	fish	because	it’s	quite	the	sight!	If	aerial	seafood	doesn’t	impress	you,	walk	down	the	rows	of	fresh	produce,	locally-made	cheese	and
artisan	goods	and	you’re	sure	to	find	something	that	piques	your	interest.	Be	sure	to	make	it	to	the	Beecher’s	Cheese	shop,	where	you	can	sample	this	famously	delicious	cheese	or	anything	your	dairy-loving	heart	desires.	Oprah	loves	the	mac	‘n	cheese	here,	so	you	probably	want	to	give	it	a	whirl!	Pike	Place	Chowder	serves	up	a	tasty	bowl	of	creamy
seafood	goodness.	For	a	pick-me-up,	stop	at	Rachel’s	Ginger	Beer	for	a	famously	fun	drink!	Piroshky	Piroshky	is	a	small	Russian	bakery	that	is	famous	in	the	area.	Book	a	photo	tour	with	a	local	where	you’ll	see	a	different	side	of	Pike	Place	and	get	some	amazing	pictures	of	yourself.	(Aka	a	sweet	souvenir	from	your	time	in	Seattle!)	Daytime	photo
shoot	Nighttime	photo	shoot	Seattle	is	full	of	all	sorts	of	quirky	sights	and	photo	ops,	but	the	most	famous	(and	accessible!)	is	arguably	the	Post	Alley	Gum	Wall.	While	it’s	definitely	no	secret,	the	gum	wall	is	a	quirky	stop	to	make	during	your	visit	to	Seattle.	Plus,	it’s	right	around	the	corner	from	Pike	Place,	so	you	really	can’t	miss	it.	Bring	with	you	a
pack	of	bubble	gum	for	a	cute	photo	op	and	try	to	guess	how	many	pieces	are	actually	on	the	wall:	Hundreds?	Thousands?	(I’m	kinda	bad	at	estimations.)	Don’t	get	too	close	to	the	wall	though…	I	don’t	think	I	need	to	explain	why.	Opt	to	add	your	chewed	gummy	mess	to	the	wall	with	all	the	rest,	or	(like	us)	find	a	trash	can	just	up	the	alleyway	to
dispose	of	it	in	a	more	sanitary	way.	I	took	this	photo	of	another	balloon	floating	past	mine.	What	an	incredible	sight	it	was!	It	takes	something	special	to	get	us	up	before	sunrise,	but	we’d	definitely	agree,	this	experience	is	worth	making	an	exception	for.	Floating	in	a	hot	air	balloon	at	sunrise	directly	in	front	of	Mount	Rainier	is	what	dreams	are
made	of.	You’ll	launch	just	prior	to	sunrise,	which	gives	you	the	opportunity	to	view	cotton	candy	skies	from	thousands	of	feet.	Not	only	do	they	fly	right	in	front	of	Mt.	Rainier,	but	you’ll	also	float	over	rivers,	lakes,	and	forests.	Dreamy,	huh?	I	wrote	all	about	my	experience	hot	air	ballooning	in	Seattle	for	anyone	who	is	interested	or	on	the	fence	about
booking	a	flight.	I	included	everything	from	my	honest	opinions	about	the	experience	and	what	to	expect	on	a	flight,	to	insider	tips	(like	what	to	wear!).	Seattle	Hot	Air	Balloon	Ride:	What	to	Expect	There	are	a	few	hot	air	balloon	companies	in	the	region,	so	here’s	why	we	chose	Seattle	Ballooning:	They’re	the	#1	rated	balloon	company	in	the	NW.
Need	we	say	more?	They	earn	rave	reviews	that	speak	for	themselves.	Seattle	Ballooning	was	also	featured	in	the	NY	Times	and	The	Washington	Post,	so	you	know	they’re	legit!		Choose	from	different	flight	options	–	from	a	private	flight	to	an	original	group	ride	that	carries	8-10	guests	–	one	thing’s	for	certain;	this	will	be	one	of	your	most	memorable
experiences	in	Seattle	without	a	doubt.	Discount	alert!	We’ve	secured	a	10%	discount	for	anyone	booking	their	hot	air	balloon	ride	with	Seattle	Ballooning.	Just	use	the	code:	“2soles”	when	checking	out!	Whenever	we’re	in	a	new	place,	we	like	to	check	out	local	foodie	hot	spots	and	taste	everything	the	city	is	known	for.	After	years	of	traveling	around
the	world,	we’ve	found	the	very	best	way	to	get	a	good	feel	for	the	local	cuisine	is	to	go	on	a	food	tour.	We’ve	been	on	food	tours	in	dozens	of	cities	around	the	world	(from	Bangkok	to	Reykjavik),	and	we’re	honestly	obsessed!	I	mean,	you	get	to	taste	specialties	from	the	best	restaurants,	plus,	you	get	insider	scoop	on	the	foodie	scene	from	a	local.
Can’t	really	beat	that.	Here	are	our	top	choices	for	a	food	tour	in	Seattle:	If	you	want	to	sample	the	best	of	the	best	in	Pike	Place,	tour	this	market	in	the	company	of	a	chef!	Along	with	your	expert	in	all	things	food,	you’ll	stop	at	9	different	artisanal	vendors	and	sample	the	flavors	of	the	PNW.	Here’s	what	guests	are	saying:	“Loved	this	experience	with
Eric	as	it	including	a	wide	variety	of	great	food,	a	bit	of	Seattle	history	and	interesting	information	about	the	market.	As	a	long	time	Seattle	resident	I	learned	a	lot	about	the	market	I	didn’t	know.	Highly	recommend!”	-Beth,	February	2023	Book	your	Pike	Place	Chef	Tour	I’m	a	sucker	for	quirky	art	installations,	and	the	Fremont	Troll	is	one	of	those
things	you	just	have	to	see	if	you’re	in	the	area.	In	true	troll	fashion,	this	grumpy	beast	lives	beneath	a	bridge	in	the	Fremont	neighborhood.	You	can	find	him	hiding	under	the	north	end	of	the	George	Washington	Memorial	Bridge.	Insider	tip:	After	a	photo	op	next	to	this	Seattle	staple,	don’t	forget	to	explore	the	rest	of	the	Fremont	district!	Walk	along
the	water	and	daydream	about	living	in	one	of	the	houseboats	docked	near	shore,	and	pop	into	some	of	the	many	cute	shops	in	this	neighborhood	that	endearingly	refers	to	itself	as	the	“center	of	the	universe”!	Pike	Place	is	undoubtedly	the	most	famous	market,	but	it’s	far	from	the	only	one	in	Seattle.	For	an	experience	where	you	bump	shoulders	with
locals	instead	of	camera-toting	tourists,	head	to	the	city’s	lesser-known	farmers	markets	for	a	morning	bite	or	to	purchase	a	unique	souvenir.	Freemont	Sunday	Flea	Market:	Sundays,	year	round	With	up	to	200	vendors	selling	antiques,	collectibles	and	other	goods,	this	is	the	coolest	market	in	you’ll	have	fun	scoping	out	the	quirkiest	treasures	you	can
find	(as	well	as	sniffing	out	the	best-smelling	food!).	University	District	Farmers	Market:	9	a.m.	–	2	p.m.	Saturdays,	year	round	At	this	local	favorite,	you’ll	find	more	than	70	farmers	and	other	vendors	selling	fresh	produce	and	local	goods.	Ballard	Farmers	Market:	10	a.m.	–	3	p.m.	Sundays,	year	round	Local	famers	market	in	a	hip	neighborhood	For
sweeping	views	of	the	skyline	famously	punctuated	with	the	Space	Needle,	Kerry	Park	is	the	place	to	be.	And	better	yet,	this	spot	is	free!	(Hey,	that	rhymes)	Here	you’ll	get	a	panoramic	view	of	the	Seattle	skyline	and	Mount	Rainier	looming	in	the	distance	(if	you’re	lucky	enough	to	have	a	clear	day!).	Don’t	let	the	big	views	fool	you	–	this	park	is
perched	on	a	tiny	little	slice	of	land,	so	you	don’t	need	to	allot	much	more	time	here	than	it	takes	your	camera	shutter	to	click.	And	boom,	you’ve	captured	one	of	the	most	Instagrammable	spots	in	Seattle!	On	the	other	hand,	if	you’re	looking	for	time	to	kill	with	a	killer	view,	Kerry	Park	makes	a	great	setting	for	a	picnic!	One	of	the	top	things	to	do	in
Seattle	for	first-time	visitors	is	to	take	a	walking	tour.	We	love	going	on	Free	Walking	Tours	in	cities	we’ve	never	visited	before.	We	find	it	gives	us	a	lay	of	the	land	and	helps	us	set	our	bearings.	Plus,	the	guides	usually	share	local	tips	and	interesting	history	that	you	can’t	get	elsewhere.		Sometimes	if	we	really	like	the	guide,	we	stay	afterward	and
pick	their	brains	about	their	go-to	restaurants	and	bars	in	town	so	we	have	the	local	inside	scoop!	There	are	a	few	Seattle	Free	Walking	Tours	to	choose	from:	Seattle	101	(general	city	tour)	Pike	Place	Market	Tour	Old	Seattle	Cemetery	Tour	They	require	reservations	in	advance	because	tours	have	limited	space.	Good	to	know:	Free	Walking	Tours
don’t	cost	anything,	but	guides	typically	reply	on	tips.	If	you	enjoyed	the	tour,	gratuity	is	always	appreciated.	Seattle	is	a	city	with	a	lots	of	green	space.	It	is	nicknamed	the	“Emerald	City”	after	all!	You’ll	have	no	problem	finding	parks	for	picnicking	and	people	watching.	But	if	you’re	looking	for	a	park	that’s	out	of	the	ordinary,	here	is	a	park	with	a	bit
more	character	than	most.	Located	on	the	north	shore	of	Lake	Union,	this	park	is	the	site	of	the	former	Seattle	Gas	Light	Company	plant.	It’s	cooler	than	it	sounds,	trust	us.	The	old	plant	structures	are	still	intact,	though	a	little	graffiti	“decoration”	has	been	added	for…	color?	Character?	On	a	nice	day,	you’ll	see	people	in	Gasworks	Park	flying	kites,
enjoying	picnics	on	the	lawn	and	taking	in	the	unique	view	of	Seattle	that	many	tourists	miss.	Insider	Tip:	This	park	isn’t	far	from	the	Fremont	Troll	statue	or	Fremont	Brewing	Company.	We	think	a	combination	of	all	three	stops	would	make	the	perfect	afternoon	in	Seattle!	Learn	about	Seattle’s	history,	see	the	top	sights,	and	discover	hidden	gems,	all
from	two	wheels!		Taking	an	e-bike	tour	allows	guests	to	cover	a	lot	of	ground	in	a	short	amount	of	time.		Here’s	what	guests	are	saying:	“I	had	a	great	experience	on	this	tour!	The	bike	was	really	fun	to	ride	and	Joe	was	a	great	guide.	He	kept	us	safe	and	told	us	so	many	interesting	tidbits	of	information	about	Seattle.	Loved	the	views!	I	saw	a	side	of
Seattle	I	wouldn’t	have	otherwise	seen	since	I	was	staying	in	Capitol	Hill	without	a	car.	Definitely	recommend!”	-Nancy,	October	2022	Located	in	the	Seattle	Center,	the	Space	Needle	is	without	a	doubt	the	most	iconic	man-made	feature	of	Seattle.		This	iconic	building	is	an	integral	piece	of	the	Seattle	skyline,	and	you	can	either	opt	to	see	it	from	the
ground,	or	get	up	in	there	and	take	in	the	view	of	Mount	Rainier	(on	a	clear	day)	from	520	feet	in	the	air	on	the	observation	deck.	Tickets	cost	for	the	Space	Needle	is	$36	for	adults	and	$28	for	kids.	Our	opinion:	Personally,	we’d	recommend	skipping	going	to	the	top	of	the	Space	Needle,	and	instead	heading	to	this	observatory,	where	you	can	enjoy	a
handcrafted	cocktail	with	a	view!	While	you’re	near	the	Space	Needle,	be	sure	to	check	out	the	other	notable	sights	in	the	Seattle	Center:	Seattle	Center	Armory	Chihuly	Garden	and	Glass	(see	below)	Museum	of	Pop	Culture	(see	below)	International	Fountain	Artists	at	Play	Climate	Pledge	Arena	Bill	&	Melinda	Gates	Foundation	Discovery	Center
Seattle	Center	Skate	Plaza	Pacific	Science	Center	Celebrated	worldwide	for	his	glasswork,	Dale	Chihuly	was	born	in	Tacoma,	Washington	and	this	long-term	exhibit	is	a	great	place	to	see	much	of	his	colorful,	awe-inspiring	art	in	the	center	of	Seattle.	Adults	and	children	can	both	appreciate	his	whimsical	style.	For	ticket	prices,	hours	and
events,	check	out	the	official	website.	This	over-the-top	museum	is	right	next	to	the	Space	Needle	and	you	can’t	miss	the	purple	and	silver	wavy	building.	Inside	the	museum	takes	you	through	the	history	of	music	and	movies	that	have	shaped	our	culture.	Step	into	a	rock	‘n’	roll	sound	lab,	view	the	original	manuscripts	from	Game	of	Thrones,	and	peek
at	hundreds	of	props	from	famous	movies.		The	entrance	Fee	for	MPOP	is	$28	for	adults	and	$19	for	kids.	However,	if	you	pair	it	with	other	Seattle	CityPASS	sights	you	can	save	quite	a	bit	of	money	on	the	top	activities	in	Seattle.		While	it	doesn’t	look	like	anything	special,	this	is	the	location	of	the	very	first	Starbucks.	EVER.	Being	that	the	Emerald
City	is	the	birthplace	of	Starbucks,	many	first-time	visitors	to	Seattle	want	to	step	foot	in	the	original.	We	made	it	there	on	a	Monday	and	waited	about	15	minutes	in	total	from	the	time	we	ordered	until	the	time	we	were	handed	our	specialty	coffees.	(Not	too	shabby	considering	there	are	lines	down	the	block	on	weekends!)	It	was	kind	of	cool	to	see
the	vintage	mermaid	logo	and	say	that	you’ve	sipped	the	original	Joe.	This	hyped-up	coffee	shop	is	one	of	the	tourist	stops	that	could	be	skipped	(in	our	opinion).	Unless	you	are	a	huge	fan	of	the	mega-chain,	you	may	be	a	bit	annoyed	to	find	the	line	wrapping	around	the	block.	If	you’re	a	fan	of	Starbucks	and	looking	for	a	fancy	coffee	experience,	put	a
visit	to	their	tasting	room	on	your	Seattle	itinerary.	With	gorgeous	copper	roasting	basins	and	some	of	the	best	baristas	in	the	city,	this	facility	not	only	serves	up	specialty,	small-batch	coffee,	but	a	stop	here	is	an	experience	in	itself.	If	it’s	a	warm	day	(or	even	if	it	isn’t!)	do	yourself	a	favor	and	try	a	cold	brew	float!	If	Seattle	is	enjoying	a	beautiful	day,
head	to	Alki	Beach	to	soak	up	the	sun,	see	the	city	from	a	unique	perspective	and	experience	a	different	feel	than	the	rest	of	the	city.	We	found	the	vibe	to	be	hipster-meets-Jersey-Shore	and	the	crowd	to	be	more	locals	than	tourists.	Relax	on	the	sand,	use	one	of	the	public	grills	and	picnic	tables	or	sip	on	an	iced	coconut	Americano	from	Ampersand
Cafe.	If	you’re	in	the	mood	for	a	beer,	head	over	to	West	Seattle	Brewing	Company	to	enjoy	the	laid-back	patio	atmosphere	and	an	ice-cold	brew.	And	in	the	evening,	you	can	enjoy	a	bonfire	on	the	beach	and	watch	the	sunset	from	your	sandy	seat.	I	have	a	motto:	There’s	always	room	for	ice	cream…	even	when	you’re	full,	it	fills	in	all	the	cracks!	This
motto	has	encouraged	me	to	make	some	delicious,	but	probably	ill-advised,	decisions	in	the	past.	But	Seattle	has	some	seriously	good	ice	cream	options.	Where	is	the	best	ice	cream	in	Seattle?	Well,	that’s	for	you	to	decide…	We	have	two	favorites	that	beat	all	the	rest.	Plus,	a	bonus	one	to	try.	In	addition	to	the	fact	that	this	local	chain	has	some	kick-
ass	ice	cream	flavors	(more	on	that	in	a	sec!),	they	are	a	consciously-run	company,	which	is	something	that	we	are	so	on	board	with	and	excited	to	support.	They	give	back	to	the	community,	source	90%	of	ingredients	from	the	local	area,	use	100%	compostable	cups,	spoons	and	straws,	and	pay	their	employees	living	wages	(with	benefits!).	*cue	slow
clap*	With	classics	like	cookie	dough	as	well	as	unique	combinations	like	honey	lavender	and	Yeti	(vanilla	bean	+	caramel	+	homemade	yeti	granola	+	Theo	chocolate	bits),	there	is	a	flavor	for	everyone.	Even	the	seemingly	“boring”	flavors,	like	chocolate,	are	elevated.	This	ice	cream	is	vegan	and	gluten-free	but	sacrifices	nothing	when	it	comes	to



flavor.	The	ice	cream	base	is	made	from	cashew	and	coconut	milk,	creating	a	distinctly	creamy	canvas	for	their	creative	flavor	combos.	What	to	order:	Our	favorite	flavor	is	without	a	doubt	“California	Cabin”.	I	mean,	listen	to	this	description	and	tell	me	you	aren’t	itching	to	try	it:	“smoked	vanilla	&	pine	are	infused	into	our	creamy	coconut	and	oat
milk	base	with	chewy	gluten-free	black	pepper	cardamom	shortbread	cookie	chunks	nestled	throughout.”	Oh-em-gee.	Close	second	flavor	for	us	was	“Chocolate	Tahini	Supercookie”.	This	one	definitely	deserves	to	be	in	the	top	3,	but	the	only	reason	we’ve	listed	it	as	a	“bonus”	is	that	it’s	a	Portland-based	chain.	Still	ahhh-mazing	and	worth	trying,	but
we	wanted	to	give	the	spotlight	to	two	true	Seattle-based	ice	cream	shops.	You	can’t	get	much	closer	to	the	ocean	than	Seattle.	Whenever	we’re	close	to	the	source,	we	use	it	as	an	excuse	to	eat	all	things	seafood!		Pike	Place	Market	is	a	good	place	to	get	the	catch	of	the	day.	For	a	really	unique	activity,	sign	up	for	a	sushi-making	class	with	Fumiko.
Born	in	Japan,	she	has	lived	in	Seattle	for	30	years.		After	meeting	in	the	kitchen,	you’ll	walk	to	the	local	seafood	market	where	you’ll	pick	up	ingredients	for	sushi.	Upon	returning	to	the	kitchen,	you’ll	dive	into	making	sushi	rice	and	3	different	rolls	to	enjoy!	After	this	class,	you’ll	have	the	confidence	to	do	your	own	DIY	sushi	date	nights.	Talk	about	a
great	souvenir	to	bring	home!	Here’s	what	guests	are	saying:	“I	loved	this	experience!	Fumiko	is	so	knowledgeable	not	only	Japanese	cooking	but	also	history,	her	neighborhood	and	Seattle	as	a	whole.[…]	If	Iived	here,	I	would	sign	up	for	more	classes!	She’s	a	great	teacher	gave	me	recipes	to	take	home!	I	am	grateful	to	have	met	her.”	-Amy,	January
2023	Book	your	sushi	making	class	Photo	courtesy	of	Sky	View	Observatory	While	our	personal	favorite	view	of	Seattle	is	totally	free	(Kerry	Park	#8	on	this	list!),	there	are	some	really	iconic	views	above	the	city	if	you	don’t	mind	paying	an	admission	fee.	Space	Needle:	Perhaps	the	most	famous	“view	above	Seattle”,	this	is	also	the	most	expensive
viewpoint.	If	you	really	want	to	ride	to	the	top	of	the	Space	Needle	(check	off	that	bucket	list,	baby!),	we’d	recommend	getting	the	Seattle	CityPASS	or	at	least	pairing	your	admission	with	entrance	to	the	Chihuly	Garden	and	Glass	to	save	some	money.	Seattle	Great	Wheel:	Riding	the	famed	ferris	wheel	on	Pier	57	will	grant	you	unique	views	of	the
city.	Sky	View	Observatory:	Located	on	the	73rd	story	of	the	Columbia	Tower,	this	is	the	tallest	viewpoint	you’ll	get	of	Seattle.	At	$28	for	standard	admission,	it	is	slightly	cheaper	than	the	Space	Needle,	plus,	you’ll	actually	get	to	see	the	Space	Needle	from	above.	Smith	Tower	Observatory:	Just	$19	for	general	admission	and	there	is	a	cool	speakeasy
bar	in	the	Smith	Observatory,	so	you	can	enjoy	a	cocktail	with	a	view	at	35	stories	high!	This	is	our	personal	favorite	“view	from	above”!	We’d	recommend	coming	for	happy	hour	(Wednesday-Friday	from	3-6pm)	for	a	daily	$10	cocktail	special	and	$2	off	all	beer,	wine,	and	well	drinks.	There’s	also	a	small	menu	of	light	bites,	like	Brussels	sprouts	and
pork	belly	bao	buns.		As	a	former	engineer,	Ben	was	super	excited	to	see	the	Boeing	Factory	in	Everett.	And	his	nerdy	side	was	on	full	display	during	the	tour!	But	even	for	me	(a	non-engineer!),	it	was	pretty	cool	to	see	these	massive	machines	being	built	section	by	section.	The	tour	was	pretty	informative	and	at	the	end	there	are	plenty	of	hands	on
displays,	like	a	walk	through	section	of	the	International	Space	Station	that	Boeing	built.	This	a	great	family-friendly	museum	and	a	fun	thing	to	do	in	Seattle	(just	a	short	drive	north	of	the	city	center).	Get	more	information	about	the	tour	and	purchase	tickets	here.	Seattle’s	waterfront	is	comprised	of	piers	filled	with	seafood	joints,	souvenir	shops,
and	some	of	the	popular	“touristy	attractions”,	like	the	Seattle	Aquarium,	Olympic	Sculpture	Park	and	the	Seattle	Great	Wheel.	Olympic	Sculpture	Park:	Features	modern	sculptures	set	against	a	backdrop	of	the	Olympic	Mountains,	Puget	Sound,	and	of	course,	the	Space	Needle.	This	is	one	of	3	facilities	operated	by	the	Seattle	Art	Museum,	and
admission	is	totally	free!	So	grab	a	cup	‘a	Joe	and	wander	the	Olympic	Sculpture	Park	to	your	heart’s	content.	Seattle	Aquarium:	A	popular	place	to	see	marine	life	from	the	Puget	Sound	and	the	ocean.	This	is	another	attraction	included	in	the	Seattle	CityPASS.	You	don’t	have	to	go	far	from	the	city	center	to	see	some	epic	waterfalls.	There	are	plenty
you	can	easily	visit	on	a	day	trip	from	Seattle.		The	largest	(and	most	popular)	waterfall	near	Seattle	is	Snoqualmie	Falls.	This	268-foot	cascading	beauty	is	one	of	Washington’s	best	waterfalls.	With	paved	paths	just	steps	from	the	parking	lot,	Snoqualmie	Falls	is	super	accessible	and	a	nice	stop	for	all	types	of	travelers.	That	said,	due	to	its	proximity	to
the	city	and	was	of	access,	it	tends	to	get	quite	crowded.	Also,	while	an	impressive	sight,	it	is	a	quick	visit	as	no	hiking	is	involved.	For	more	of	an	adventure,	tack	on	a	hike	to	nearby	Twin	Falls.	This	can	easily	be	combined	with	Snoqualmie	Falls	as	they	are	located	very	close	together.	This	2.5-mile	hike	is	rated	as	moderate,	and	weaves	through	dense
forest	and	hugs	the	riverside	for	a	beautiful	escape	from	the	city.	For	more	information	on	this	hike,	you	can	check	the	AllTrails	guide.	Are	you	a	fan	of	live	music	and	surprises?	If	so,	you’re	gonna	love	this	one…	Sofar	Sounds	curates	concerts	in	unique	and	intimate	settings.	But	here’s	the	catch:	You	won’t	know	who	the	artists	are	or	where	the	show
is	at	until	a	day	before	the	show.	Here’s	what	you	will	know:	Each	Sofar	Sounds	show	features	3	different	musicians	of	varying	genres.	The	show	will	be	in	a	cool	and	intimate	secret	venue.	Think	a	museum,	a	distillery,	a	rooftop,	or	even	a	private	home.	The	booking	page	will	provide	clues	about	what	you	can	expect,	like	if	it’s	an	outdoor	show	or
located	at	a	residential	venue.	When	you	purchase	a	ticket,	you’ll	know	the	neighborhood	and	the	date.	The	location	and	artists	will	be	revealed	36	hours	before	the	show.	Sound	like	your	idea	of	fun?	(Personally,	we	think	it’s	such	a	cool	idea!)	See	the	calendar	of	upcoming	events	and	purchase	tickets	here.	This	is	quite	possibly	the	best	interactive
museum	in	Seattle	(it	is	full	of	pinball	machines	after	all!).	The	founders	simply	wanted	people	to	know	about	and	play	vintage	pinball	games,	and	you	can	choose	from	their	collection	of	more	than	50	pinball	games.	Entry	is	$15	for	adults	and	$12	for	kids	(7-12	years	old)	for	unlimited	play!	Green	Lake	is	a	neighborhood	in	Seattle	just	north	of	Fremont
and	Wallingford,	and	is	centered	around	the	lake	after	which	it	was	named.	The	2.8-mile	trail	around	the	body	of	water	is	popular	with	the	locals	–	runners,	bikers	and	dogs	–	and	makes	the	perfect	way	to	enjoy	a	nice	day.		Grab	a	coffee	from	one	of	the	many	cute	cafes	around	and	soak	up	those	Seattle	vibes!	Exploring	tide	pools	is	a	fun	PNW
experience,	but	you	probably	wouldn’t	expect	to	be	able	to	do	this	within	the	Seattle	city	limit!	Located	in	the	Ballard	neighborhood,	Golden	Gardens	Park	has	tide	pools	to	explore	and	a	nice	beach	for	relaxing	or	for	sitting	around	a	bonfire	(in	an	approved	pit)	at	night.		More	info:	This	website	has	current	tide	information.	Volunteer	Park
Conservatory	is	a	lovely	escape	for	one	of	Seattle’s	notoriously	rainy	days.	With	all	sorts	of	plants	from	around	the	world,	this	is	a	perfect	place	to	wander	indoors	for	an	hour.	(Aka	the	perfect	rainy	day	activity!)	Interesting	Fact:	Just	a	short	walk	north	of	the	conservatory,	you	can	find	Bruce	Lee’s	grave	in	Volunteer	Park.	Hours:	10	a.m.	–	4	p.m.,
closed	Mondays	Tip:	When	you’re	done	exploring	the	park,	head	to	nearby	Volunteer	Park	Café	&	Pantry	–	a	lovely	place	to	relax	in	a	window	seat	and	enjoy	coffee	and	a	quiche	or	pastry.	Located	in	Beacon	Hill,	this	is	no	ordinary	park.	Beacon	Food	Forest	is	run	by	volunteers	and	supported	by	the	community.	The	mission	of	this	“Food	Forest”	is	to
encourage	members	of	the	community	to	learn	to	grow	and	share	food.	Everyone	is	welcome	here.	With	so	many	nearby	bodies	of	water	–	we’re	lookin’	at	you,	Lake	Washington,	Lake	Union,	Green	Lake,	and	the	Puget	Sound!	–	one	of	the	best	things	to	do	in	Seattle	(on	a	nice	day!)	is	to	get	on	the	water.	Our	favorite	(and	most	affordable)	ways	to	do
this	is	to	rent	a	kayak	or	a	stand-up	paddle	board	and	enjoy	being	outside	in	such	a	beautiful	city.	On	a	clear	day,	you’ll	have	a	stunning	view	of	Mount	Rainier	from	Lake	Union.	Can’t	beat	it!	Psst!	Green	Lake	is	also	a	nice	spot	for	a	SUP	ride!	Photo	credit:	Hot	Tub	Boats	If	a	regular	boat	cruise	feels	a	little	too	basic	for	you,	this	suggestion	will	be
right	up	your	alley…	Rent	a	hot	tub	boat.	Yep,	you	read	that	right,	a	HOT	TUB	BOAT!	Soak	in	the	city	views	while	you,	well,	soak	in	warm	water.	Can’t	get	much	better	than	that!	Renting	a	hot	tub	boat	costs	$400	for	2	hours,	and	you	can	fit	a	maximum	of	6	people.	For	more	information	on	how	to	book	your	hot	tub	boat,	check	out	their	website.	Theo
Chocolate	is	a	proud	Seattle-based	company,	and	you’ll	find	this	brand	of	chocolate	highlighted	in	ice	cream	flavors	and	desserts	all	over	town.	This	bean-to-bar	company	started	as	just	a	little	operation	in	2006,	and	now	makes	international	sales.	If	you’re	a	chocolate	fanatic,	or	just	love	getting	a	the	behind-the-scenes	glimpse	of	how	things	are	made,
touring	the	Theo	Chocolate	Factory	will	be	a	treat,	literally	and	figuratively.	This	hour-long	interactive	experience	brings	you	through	the	origins	of	cacao	to	how	the	raw	material	is	turned	into	the	chocolatey	bars	you	know	and	love.	And	yes	you’ll	get	to	test	the	product!	Lady	Yum	Macaroons	is	what	a	dessert	lover’s	dreams	are	made	of!		With	a
handful	of	ever-changing	seasonal	flavors	and	a	hefty	list	of	menu	staples,	this	macaroon	shop	serves	up	some	pretty	creative	morsels:	Circus	Animal	Espresso	Fudge	Raspberry	Chardonnay	Honey	Lavender		And	they’re	not	just	delicious	—	they’re	over-the-top	pretty	too.	Perfect	for	your	Instagram	feed,	if	that’s	your	style!	Lady	Yum	has	a	handful	of
locations	around	Seattle,	but	the	Pioneer	Square	shop	will	likely	be	the	most	convenient	one	to	visit.	Situated	on	the	north	shore	of	Lake	Union,	Fremont	is	our	favorite	neighborhood	in	Seattle.	A	little	quirky,	packed	with	cute	shops,	cafes	and	breweries,	and	filled	with	unique	things	to	do,	we’d	recommend	carving	out	at	least	part	of	a	day	to
exploring	this	area.	If	you	want	to	escape	the	city	and	get	your	heart	pumping,	Rattlesnake	Ledge	hike	might	be	right	up	your	alley.	This	5-mile	round	trip	trek	has	nearly	a	1,500	foot	elevation	gain	and	offers	spectacular	views	of	the	lake	below.	Just	a	40-minute	drive	from	downtown	Seattle	to	the	parking	lot,	this	hike	can	easily	be	done	in	half	a	day.	
Be	prepared	to	share	the	trail	with	others,	as	this	is	one	of	the	most	popular	day	hikes	near	Seattle.		It’s	worth	noting	that	there	are	a	few	viewpoints,	the	first	being	the	most	crowded	by	far.	If	you	continue	on	to	the	upper	lookout,	you	have	a	good	chance	of	finding	solitude.	We	were	there	on	a	very	busy	Saturday	in	the	summer,	and	we	had	the	upper
viewpoint	completely	to	ourselves	for	a	while.	It	was	definitely	worth	the	extra	few	minutes	of	hiking.	Before	you	go:	Find	a	complete	guide	to	hiking	Rattlesnake	Ledge	on	our	sister	site	for	more	information.	If	you	want	to	ditch	the	touristy	areas	and	are	in	search	of	some	excellent	(and	affordable!)	eats,	head	to	the	Ballard	neighborhood.	With	a
variety	of	world	cuisines,	dive	bars,	and	adorable	coffee	shops,	you	can’t	go	wrong.	There’s	lots	of	outdoor	seating	and	even	fire	places	at	Fremont	Brewery	If	you’re	searching	for	where	to	have	drinks	in	Seattle	and	you	love	craft	beer	as	much	as	we	do,	you’ll	be	one	happy	lad	or	lass	in	the	Emerald	City!	With	an	abundance	of	taprooms,	you	won’t
need	to	walk	far	for	a	high-quality	pint.	Fremont	Brewing:	With	a	cozy	fireplace,	a	nice	outdoor	area,	and	free	pretzels	and	local	apples	to	munch	on,	Fremont	Brewing	happens	to	be	one	of	our	favorites.	Oh,	and	it	doesn’t	hurt	that	they	have	a	huge	selection	of	tasty	brews	that	made	us	never	want	to	leave.	Try	the	nitro	porter	and	the	double	IPA,	or
order	a	flight	for	a	real	party!	Georgetown	Brewing	Co:	This	brewery	has	one	of	our	all-time	favorite	IPAs:	Bodhizafa.	If	you’re	an	IPA	fan	like	we	are,	definitely	give	this	one	a	try,	You	won’t	be	disappointed!	Cloudburst	Brewing:	Creatively-named	tasty	beers,	walking	distance	to	Pike	Place	Market	and	always	willing	to	“down-pour”	you	a	brew.	Stoup
Brewing:	Located	in	West	Woodland	and	created	by	scientists,	this	local	brewery	has	beers	that	will	tickle	your	taste	buds.	They	have	a	daily	food	truck	and	an	outdoor	patio	as	well!	Reuben’s	Brews:	This	award	winning	brewery	is	a	staple	in	Seattle.	They	serve	delicious	beers	from	their	taphouse	in	West	Woodland.	Building	a	bonfire	on	the	beach	is
one	of	our	all-time	favorite	summer	traditions.		Beginning	at	the	end	of	May	through	the	summer	months,	Golden	Gardens	Park	is	the	perfect	place	to	enjoy	a	proper	Pacific	Northwest	sunset	with	your	own	beach	bonfire.		Fire	pits	are	unlocked	between	4-5pm	daily,	and	are	available	on	a	first	come	first	served	basis.	You	must	extinguish	your	fire	by
9:30pm.	Insider	Tip:	For	a	great	(and	convenient)	dinner	option,	head	to	nearby	Sunny	Hill	and	grab	a	takeaway	pizza	for	your	bonfire-slash-sunset	viewing	pleasure!	With	nearly	12	miles	of	walking	trails,	Discovery	Park	is	the	largest	park	in	the	city.	It’s	a	great	place	to	feel	like	you’ve	escaped	the	traffic	and	buildings	without	leaving	the	city	limits.	
Discovery	Park	is	a	great	place	for	birdwatching	and	spotting	harbor	seals	and	sea	lions,	but	one	of	the	biggest	draws	is	the	West	Point	Lighthouse,	which	is	an	excellent	spot	for	sunset.	Bring	a	picnic	lunch	and	a	blanket	and	enjoy	this	peaceful	setting.	Good	to	know:	The	lighthouse	is	located	1.5	miles	from	the	parking	lot,	so	be	prepared	for	a	bit	of	a
walk!	While	not	quite	as	prominent	as	some	other	major	cities,	there	is	still	quite	a	bit	of	street	art	to	check	out	in	Seattle.	While	you’ll	find	some	here	and	there	without	really	looking	for	it,	but	this	interactive	map	will	be	helpful	if	you	want	to	intentionally	find	some	artworks.	And	for	the	highest	concentration	of	murals	in	the	city,	head	to	the	SODO
Track.	Standing	for	“South	of	Downtown”,	this	2-mile	section	of	railroad	track	has	been	turned	into	what	people	are	calling	an	“urban	art	gallery”.	This	project	was	created	by	60	different	artists	from	20	countries,	and	is	quite	a	sight	to	see.	You	can	view	this	collection	of	50+	works	of	art	two	different	ways:	Ride	the	Metro	Transit	bus	(numbers	150
or	594)	between	the	following	stations:	“SODO	Busway	&	S	Royal	Brougham	Way”	“SODO	Busway	Acrd	&	S	Spokane”	Walk	or	ride	a	bike	on	the	SODO	trail.	This	path	will	bring	you	past	20	murals,	which	you	can	enjoy	at	a	slower	pace	rather	than	whizzing	past	in	a	moving	bus	or	train.	According	to	the	SODO	website,	“The	SODO	Trail	runs	from
Royal	Brougham	to	S	Forest	Street	on	the	east	side	of	the	SODO	Busway.”	Related	Reading:	Check	out	this	article	if	you’re	traveling	solo	in	Seattle!	Can	you	tell	Ben	loved	the	Khao	Soi	from	Bangrak	Market?	Seattle	is	home	to	a	vibrant	foodie	scene,	and	you’ll	be	able	to	taste	flavors	from	around	the	world.	If	you’re	looking	for	a	fun	night	out	on	the
town,	the	Capitol	Hill	neighborhood	is	where	you’ll	want	to	head.	Often	referred	to	as	Seattle’s	“coolest	neighborhood”,	Capitol	Hill	is	known	as	the	city’s	LGBTQ	epicenter.		During	the	day,	it	offers	a	mixture	of	green	space,	trendy	brunch	spots,	and	al	the	boutiques	your	shopping-loving	heart	could	desire.		But	if	it’s	nightlife	you’re	after,	this
neighborhood	really	turns	it	up	on	all	fronts.	Enjoy	a	slow	dinner	at	one	of	the	many	buzzy,	atmospheric	restaurants,	then	mosey	into	any	bar	that	strikes	your	fancy	—	you’ll	find	all	types	of	scenes	in	this	neighborhood!	If	you	like	unique	dining	experiences,	The	Pink	Door	will	tickle	your	fancy.	This	intimate	venue	has	a	spectacular	view	of	Seattle,	is
known	for	excellent	Italian-American	food	and	has	an	eclectic	mix	of	nightly	entertainment.	From	live	music	to	their	famous	cabaret	&	burlesque	shows	on	Saturdays	that	feature	aerial	artists,	be	sure	to	make	reservations	in	advance	for	the	bar	area.			We	dined	here	on	our	anniversary	and	everything	from	the	wine	selection	to	the	food	to	the
entertainment	was	fantastic.	Note:	Photography	is	not	allowed	during	the	aerial	performances,	so	we	couldn’t	get	a	shot	to	share	with	you.	She	used	that	pink	satin	material	behind	me	for	her	performance,	so	you	can	get	an	idea	of	where	it	was.	Seattle	is	known	as	the	birthplace	of	grunge	music,	but	the	music	scene	has	evolved	over	the	last	few
decades	to	encompass	a	much	wider	range	of	genres.	From	huge	acts	that	sell	out	KeyArena	to	little-known	artists	performing	in	intimate	venues,	there’s	live	music	for	every	taste	and	tons	of	live	music	venues	throughout	the	city.	The	Showbox:	This	is	one	of	the	better	venues	in	town,	and	many	big	name	performers	coming	through	town.	There	are
two	locations,	one	on	1st	Ave	and	another	in	SoDo	so	make	sure	you	know	where	your	show	is	(we	made	that	mistake).	Find	out	which	artists	are	coming	to	town	soon	on	the	Showbox	Schedule.		Stone	Way	Café:	This	laidback	cafe	serves	food,	coffee	and	beer,	and	hosts	live	music	weekly	as	well	as	open	mic	sessions.	Every	day	they	have	someone	new
come	to	play,	so	make	sure	to	check	out	their	schedule	on	their	Facebook.		Keys	on	Main:	A	dueling	piano	bar	that	makes	a	fun	and	unique	way	to	spend	a	night	in	Seattle!	Open	Thursday	–	Saturday	evenings,	shows	start	at	9	pm	each	night,	and	reservations	are	recommended.		Insider	Tip:	They	don’t	charge	a	cover	on	Thursday	nights!	For	a	not	so
typical	night	on	the	town,	try	out	one	of	Seattle’s	“secret	bars”	–	from	prohibition-inspired	speakeasies	that	require	a	password	for	entry	to	hidden	bars	that	serve	cocktails	handcrafted	especially	for	your	tastes	and	mood,	check	out	this	list	of	Seattle’s	coolest	secret	bars.	We’re	big	fans	of	speakeasies,	so	next	time	we’re	in	Seattle	you	better	believe
we’re	going	to	check	one	out.	Needle	&	Thread	is	the	first	one	on	our	list!	For	a	unique	take	on	nightlife	in	the	city,	get	your	laugh	on	at	one	of	Seattle’s	many	comedy	clubs.		Get	a	hit	of	dopamine	as	you	enjoy	stand-up	or	improv.	From	free	open-mic	nights	at	local	pubs	to	big	national	comedians	that	perform	in	the	hippest	clubs,	there’s	likely	a
comedy	show	taking	place	during	your	visit	that’ll	suit	your	budget	and	sense	of	humor.		Check	out	this	collective	calendar	that	displays	all	upcoming	shows	at	the	comedy	clubs	around	Seattle.	McMenamin’s	properties	are	known	for	being	quirky	and	fun,	and	the	North	Shore	Lagoon	is	no	exception.	This	former	school	has	been	turned	into	a	tiki	bar
with	gourmet	pub	grub,	rum	cocktails	and	a	large	pool.	It	costs	$7.50	for	adults	to	enter	the	pool,	and	the	facility	is	family	friendly.	No	reservations	needed,	just	show	up!	With	its	unique	location	in	the	Pacific	Northwest,	easy	access	to	lots	of	green	spaces,	rugged	mountain	trails	and	even	waterfalls,	Seattle	is	a	great	base	for	some	epic	day	hikes.	
Whether	you’re	an	outdoor	enthusiast	or	a	beginner	hiker	looking	to	escape	the	concrete	jungle	for	a	day,	you’ll	find	plenty	of	great	hiking	opportunities	near	Seattle.	In	fact,	we	rounded	up	a	list	of	the	best	day	hikes	near	Seattle	for	all	experience	levels	and	interests	over	on	our	sister	site.	Being	that	Seattle	is	situated	on	the	west	coast,	this	city	is
full	of	spectacular	sunset	viewpoints.	Try	to	catch	at	least	one	(hopefully	more!)	during	your	trip	to	Seattle,	because	it	is	a	sight	you	won’t	soon	forget!	Did	you	know	that	Seattle	has	a	network	of	underground	tunnels	beneath	the	city?	Yeah,	we	didn’t	know	about	this	until	our	4th	visit!		Here’s	the	(short)	story	behind	the	“underground”:		There	was	a
great	fire	in	1889	that	destroyed	much	of	downtown	Seattle,	which	consisted	mostly	of	wooden	buildings	on	top	of	a	somewhat	muddy	street	that	would	often	flood.	When	rebuilding	the	city,	it	was	decided	that	all	construction	would	be	made	of	brick	or	stone,	and	that	they	would	build	the	new	city	one	story	above	the	muddy	streets.	The
“underground”	is	what	remains	of	old	storefronts	and	sidewalks	that	were	later	closed	in	during	this	process.	If	you’re	a	history	buff,	this	tour	sounds	like	it’ll	be	right	up	your	alley.		This	tour	lasts	for	75	minutes	and	brings	you	on	an	informative	walk	through	portions	of	the	“underground”	and	costs	$22	for	adults.	If	you’re	a	fan	of	the	arts,	keep
reading	because	an	art	walk	might	be	the	perfect	experience	to	add	to	your	trip	to	Seattle.	Pioneer	Square	Art	Walk:	First	Thursday	of	the	month	Explore	small	exhibitions	and	working	artist	studios	while	you	mingle	with	others	who	also	have	a	heart	for	art.	Check	out	the	official	website	for	more	details	and	information	about	free	parking!	Ballard
Second	Saturday	Art	Walk:	second	Saturday	of	every	month	A	fun	way	to	spend	a	couple	of	hours	in	Ballard!	Here’s	more	info.	Really	love	art?	You	could	also	make	a	visit	to	the	Seattle	Art	Museum	to	make	your	art-loving-heart	sing!	If	you’re	looking	for	a	fun	and	low	key	place	to	spend	a	night	in	Seattle,	Rhein	Haus	should	be	on	your	radar.	This	beer
hall	seems	like	it	belongs	in	Germany	instead	of	the	PNW,	but	hey,	we’re	not	complaining.	With	a	bocce	ball	court,	a	fire	pit,	house	made	sausages	and	pretzels,	as	well	as	a	long	list	of	beers	to	choose	from,	Rhein	Haus	is	a	great	place	to	spend	a	night	in	Seattle.	If	you’re	a	fan	of	sea	creatures,	you	may	want	to	add	whale	watching	to	your	Seattle
bucket	list!	Whale	watching	has	always	been	a	dream	of	mine,	and	we	finally	made	it	come	true	in	the	waters	just	north	of	Seattle,	near	the	San	Juan	Islands.	While	San	Juan	Island	is	a	destination	in	itself	and	could	be	the	perfect	place	to	relax	for	a	few	days,	it	is	possible	to	do	a	whale	watching	day	tour	in	the	Puget	Sound	(leaving	directly	from
Seattle).	Photo	courtesy	of	Argosy	Cruises	Seattle’s	unique	location	in	the	Puget	Sound	makes	the	perfect	opportunity	to	hop	on	a	boat	and	see	the	city	from	the	water.		There	are	a	variety	of	different	cruise	options	—	from	cocktail	sailing	trips	to	quick	1-hour	harbor	cruises	that	highlight	the	city’s	top	landmarks.	Psst!	If	you	get	the	Seattle	CityPASS,
the	Argosy	Harbor	Cruise	is	included	in	your	purchase.	You	don’t	have	to	go	to	Napa	Valley	to	go	winery	hopping…	Washington	is	getting	a	lot	more	credit	recently	for	the	fantastic	wines	that	are	coming	out	of	this	state,	and	visiting	the	vineyards	is	totally	doable	as	a	day	trip	from	Seattle.	In	fact,	just	a	quick	25-minute	drive	northeast	of	Seattle
is	Woodinville	Wine	Country,	which	boasts	more	than	100	wineries	and	tasting	rooms,	as	well	as	14	breweries,	cideries	and	distilleries,	and	30	restaurants.	With	so	many	choices,	making	your	own	Seattle	winery	tour	has	never	been	easier!	You’ll	feel	like	you’re	a	world	away	from	the	big	city	but	can	return	to	Seattle	in	time	for	dinner	reservations!
Do	it	yourself:	The	Woodinville	Wine	Country	website	will	be	super	helpful	in	planning	your	day.	We	figured	we	couldn’t	share	a	list	of	the	top	things	to	do	in	Seattle	without	including	skiing…	If	you’re	visiting	Seattle	in	the	wintertime,	you’re	in	luck	because	there	is	some	excellent	skiing	(and	snowboarding!)	not	far	from	the	city	center.	There	are	3
resorts	near	Seattle	that	offer	fantastic	skiing.	They	all	have	slightly	different	terrain	and	vibes,	so	read	the	descriptions	and	choose	the	one	that	suits	your	preference	(and	time	frame).		The	Summit	at	Snoqualmie:	1	hour	away	–	This	resort	is	just	off	the	highway	and	is	the	closest	skiing	to	Seattle.	Stevens	Pass	Ski	Resort:	90	minutes	away	–	This	is
our	favorite	ski	resort	near	Seattle,	because	it	really	feels	like	you’re	a	world	away	from	the	city.	(Oh,	and	we	worked	there	for	a	winter	season,	so	we’re	biased!)	Crystal	Mountain	Ski	Resort:	2	hours	away	–	Slightly	more	upscale	than	the	other	two	resorts,	Crystal	is	the	largest	ski	resort	in	Washington	state.	Click	on	the	map	and	enter	your	email	to
gain	access	to	our	custom	Seattle	Map.	It’s	filled	with	100+	custom	pins	of	everything	on	this	list,	plus	our	favorite	eateries,	day	trips	and	more!	We	made	personal	notes	for	each	pin	and	included	many	of	our	personal	photos	so	you	know	exactly	what	to	expect	from	each	pinned	location.	Wondering	how	to	fit	all	these	great	recommendations	into	a
weekend?	We	did	the	legwork	for	you	and	came	up	with	what	we	think	is	the	perfect	weekend	itinerary	for	Seattle.		How	to	Spend	3	Days	in	Seattle:	Perfect	Weekend	Itinerary	If	this	is	your	first	time	visiting	the	Emerald	City,	you’ll	want	to	read	our	First	Timer’s	guide	which	is	packed	with	helpful	information	like	how	to	get	around	and	where	to	find
the	best	eats.		First	Time	in	Seattle:	Everything	You	Need	to	Know	In	this	guide	we	break	down	the	best	neighborhoods	in	Seattle	to	find	short	term	accommodation	when	visiting.	Plus,	we’ve	included	our	top	recommendations	for	hotels	and	Airbnbs.			Where	to	Stay	in	Seattle:	Neighborhood	Guide	&	Tips	With	the	mountains	to	the	east	and	the	ocean
to	the	west,	there	are	plenty	of	opportunities	for	day	trips	(or	weekend	getaways!)	from	Seattle.	This	guide	is	packed	full	of	insider	tips	for	where	to	go	when	you	want	to	get	out	of	the	city.		17	Best	Day	Trips	from	Seattle	We’ve	had	the	privilege	of	calling	Washington	state	“home”	for	a	while	and	we	have	tons	of	resources	to	help	you	plan	your	trip.
Start	with	our	Washington	Homepage	and	be	sure	to	check	out	the	articles	below.		If	you	want	to	save	yourself	hours	of	research	planning	your	Pacific	Northwest	road	trip,	we’ve	got	something	you	might	be	interested	in…	We	create	the	ultimate	resource	for	traveling	in	our	home-region.	Our	custom	PNW	Map	includes	our	top	recommendations	in
Washington	and	Oregon,	(including	all	4	national	parks	in	the	region!).	We	loaded	this	map	with	all	of	our	favorite	spots,	personal	tips	and	photos,	and	hidden	gems	we’ve	run	into	as	we	continue	to	explore	our	little	corner	of	the	world.		This	custom	Google	Map	will	help	you	navigate	the	PNW	like	a	local!	Get	our	Custom	Seattle	Map	sent	straight	to
your	phone!	We	loaded	this	map	with	all	our	favorite	restaurants,	breweries,	sights	and	activities,	so	you	can	make	the	most	of	your	time	in	Seattle.	Just	enter	your	email	and	we’ll	immediately	send	you	access	instructions!	Save	this	article	on	Pinterest	for	later!	Of	our	top	things	to	do	in	Seattle,	which	activities	are	you	adding	to	your	personal	Seattle
bucket	list?	Are	you	planning	a	trip	to	Seattle	and	still	have	questions?	Leave	your	comments	below	and	we’ll	do	our	best	to	get	back	to	you!		Jump	to:	Best	Things	|	Sites	&	Attractions	|	Outdoors	|	Free	&	Cheap	|	Cool	&	Unusual	Attractions	|	Rainy	Day	|	Food	&	Drink	I’ve	lived	in	Seattle	for	over	a	decade.	It’s	safe	to	say	I	know	a	ton	of	the	best	things
to	do	here!	You	won’t	need	another	guide	to	figure	out	what	to	do	in	this	dynamic	city.	I’ll	cover	the	most	popular	attractions,	outdoor	activities,	and	hidden	gems.	I’ll	also	include	culinary	highlights,	budget-friendly	ideas,	and	(of	course)	things	to	do	when	it’s	raining.	I	update	this	post	often.	Check	back	on	return	visits	for	even	more	ideas	to	add	to
your	itinerary.	Use	this	guide	and	my	article	on	where	to	stay	in	Seattle	to	help	you	plan	the	perfect	Pacific	Northwest	trip!	Affiliate	Disclosure:	Travel	Lemming	is	an	independent	reader-supported	blog.	You	can	support	us	by	purchasing	via	the	affiliate	links	on	this	page,	which	may	earn	us	commissions.	See	our	Advertising	Policy	for	further
explanation.	Thank	you!	64	Best	Things	to	Do	in	Seattle	Eat,	bar-hop,	and	shop	in	a	dynamic,	historic,	and	classic	Seattle	neighborhood.	My	mom,	sister,	and	I	posing	at	the	Waterwork’s	Fountain	in	Cap	Hill’s	Cal	Anderson	Park		Google	Maps		Capitol	Hill	is	among	the	best	neighborhoods	in	Seattle.	This	historic	spot	is	an	epicenter	of	the	city’s
LGBTQ+	community.	Come	here	to	spend	time	in	nature,	explore	a	foodie	paradise,	grab	unique	souvenirs,	or	drink	and	party	with	the	locals.	On	the	north	end	of	the	Hill,	you’ll	find	Volunteer	Park,	cute	boutiques	and	cafes,	and	historic	homes	along	Millionaire’s	Row.	Further	south	around	the	Pike/Pine	Corridor	is	where	you’ll	find	the	nightlife	—
bars,	clubs,	and	live	music	venues.	Some	of	Seattle’s	best	restaurants	are	in	this	neighborhood,	with	options	for	everything	from	Thai	and	Ethiopian	cuisine	to	vegan	fare	and	juicy	burgers.		For	a	foolproof	plan,	grab	dinner	at	Annapurna	Cafe	and	ice	cream	at	Molly	Moon’s	before	heading	to	one	of	the	area’s	many	bars.	Or,	if	you’re	more	like	me,	end
the	night	browsing	the	shelves	at	Elliott	Bay	Book	Company.	Explore	the	famous	hundred-year-old	market.	The	famous	fish	throw…	And	the	infamous	gum	wall		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	682-7453	|	Website	|	Hours:	8	am	–	6	pm	Mon-Sat,	8	am	–	5	pm	Sun	|	Entrance:	free	|		Take	A	Food	Tour	of	Pike	Place	Market	Pike	Place	Market	is	Seattle’s	iconic
market	in	the	heart	of	downtown.	’ve	been	here	countless	times,	yet	I	never	get	tired	of	it.	It’s	one	of	the	city’s	top	attractions	and	one	of	the	best	things	to	do	and	see	in	Washington	State.	Take	your	time	wandering.	The	market	has	hundreds	of	vendors	selling	produce,	handmade	goods,	art,	flowers,	and	more.	Don’t	neglect	the	shops	beneath	the
main	arcade	either.	Here,	you’ll	find	Golden	Age	Collectibles,	which	is	one	of	the	oldest	comic	book	shops	in	the	country.		To	taste	your	way	through	the	market,	check	out	this	fun	Pike	Place	Market	food	tour	I	went	on!	The	guide	is	a	chef,	and	I	had	such	a	fun	time	that	I	added	it	to	this	list	in	its	own	entry	below.	If	you’re	not	too	squeamish,	snap	a
picture	in	front	of	Seattle’s	grossest	local	landmark:	the	gum	wall.	Afterward,	wander	through	Post	Alley	for	even	more	delicious	treats	(you	won’t	regret	a	bottle	of	Rachel’s	ginger	beer).			How	to	Get	There:	Avoid	driving	to	Pike	Place	Market!	Your	GPS	may	direct	you	down	the	pedestrian-friendly	cobblestone	road	in	front	of	the	market.	Here,	you’ll
move	at	a	snail’s	pace	and	the	frustration	will	build.	Not	the	best	way	to	start	a	visit.	It’s	easier	to	walk	to	the	market	from	a	downtown	hotel	or	take	a	bus	along	3rd	Ave	and	get	off	at	Pike	or	Pine	St.	Hike	through	the	largest	park	in	the	city.	Me	posing	at	one	of	my	favorite	parts	of	the	Bluff	Trail	(I	mean,	check	out	that	view!)		Google	Maps	|	Phone:
(206)	684-4075	|	Website	|	Hours:	4	am	-11:30	pm	daily	A	trip	to	Discovery	Park	is	a	good	way	to	feel	like	you’re	leaving	the	bustling	city	behind	without	actually	exiting	city	limits.	Discovery	Park	is	Seattle’s	largest	park	at	534	acres.	It	takes	up	the	entire	northwestern	end	of	the	Magnolia	neighborhood.		Come	here	if	you	want	to	wander	through	a
forest,	go	bird	watching,	explore	along	the	bluffs,	or	have	a	picnic.	The	trails	are	well-maintained	and	good	for	hikers	and	non-hikers	alike.	You’ll	find	plenty	of	great	views	throughout.	Wander	to	the	beach	to	see	West	Point	Lighthouse	and	search	for	sea	lions.	Bring	a	snack	and	stay	to	watch	a	magnificent	sunset	over	the	Olympic	Mountains.		Lounge
away	the	day	on	a	beach.	Me	and	my	dog	at	Alki	Beach	during	a	stunner	of	a	sunset		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	684-4075	|	Website	|	Hours:	4	am	–	10:30	pm	daily	Seattle	isn’t	anyone’s	top	beach	destination,	but	visiting	in	warmer	months	necessitates	a	trip	to	Alki	Beach	in	West	Seattle.	This	beach	has	it	all	—	a	sandy	area	for	beach	bumming,
volleyball	nets,	fire	pits,	a	lengthy	boardwalk,	and	lots	of	dining.	Rent	a	kayak	to	explore	from	the	water.	Keep	your	eyes	peeled	for	seals	and	their	pups	resting	on	the	shore	if	you	visit	during	pupping	season.	Or	grab	a	meal	from	one	of	the	beachfront	eateries,	lounge	on	the	sand,	and	watch	the	ferries.	Alki	Beach	is	for	everyone	–	families,	solo
travelers,	couples.	Expect	it	to	be	crowded	on	super	hot	days,	but	the	lively	atmosphere	more	than	makes	up	for	it.	Explore	the	cultural	center	of	the	city.	Me	next	to	the	MoPOP	with	the	Space	Needle	in	the	background		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	684-7200	|	Website		|		Grab	Space	Needle	and	Chihuly	Garden	and	Glass	combo	tickets	The	Seattle
Center	is	home	to	many	of	the	city’s	great	attractions.	It’s	also	one	of	the	most	family-friendly	spots	in	the	city.		Ride	to	the	top	of	the	Space	Needle	and	admire	the	view	while	you	stand	on	the	revolving	glass	floor.	Afterward,	check	out	the	Museum	of	Pop	Culture.	This	contemporary	museum	features	pop	culture	memorabilia,	science	fiction	and
fantasy	exhibits,	and	an	immersive	music	experience.	Enjoy	the	Artists	at	Play	playground	with	kids.	Check	out	a	laser	show	at	the	Pacific	Science	Center	or	catch	a	Kraken	game	at	the	Climate	Pledge	Arena.	Whatever	you	choose,	the	Seattle	Center	is	a	must-do	experience,	especially	for	first-time	visitors	and	those	with	children.		How	to	Get	There:	I
recommend	using	the	monorail	to	get	to	the	Seattle	Center,	especially	if	you’re	staying	downtown.	Catch	it	at	the	Westlake	Center	Mall	station.	It	drops	visitors	right	between	the	Museum	of	Pop	Culture	and	the	Space	Needle.	Plus,	it’s	a	good	excuse	to	hop	on	this	fun	‘60s	Space	Age-inspired	ride.	Sip	Seattle’s	favorite	beverage.	Morning	walks	are
super	enjoyable	when	you’ve	got	a	latte	from	one	of	your	local	coffee	shops		Google	Maps	|		Book	a	Seattle	Coffee	Tour	Seattle	knows	a	thing	or	two	about	coffee.	I	mean,	it’s	the	coffee	capital	of	the	United	States	for	a	reason!	There	are	hundreds	of	coffee	shops	in	Seattle.	Whether	your	drink	of	choice	is	a	simple	drip	or	a	latte	with	a	dairy-free	milk
alternative,	you’ll	quickly	learn	what	makes	a	quality	drink	and	why	Seattleites	are	obsessed.		Want	a	local	coffee	expert	to	help	you	understand	the	coffee	craze?	I	suggest	booking	a	Seattle	Coffee	Tour.	On	the	tour,	you’ll	sample	several	pours	and	learn	about	everything	from	the	roasting	process	to	the	sustainable	coffee	movement.	You’ll	also	get	to
explore	one	of	the	coolest	neighborhoods	in	the	city	(see	the	first	entry	on	this	list).	And	you’ll	get	an	intro	to	the	city’s	music	scene	(see	entry	below).	Prefer	some	quick	recommendations?	A	few	of	my	current	favorite	shops	are	Olympia	Coffee,	Herkimer	Coffee,	and	Hello	Em.	At	all	of	these,	you	can	grab	a	coffee	and	spend	some	time	lounging	while
you	savor	your	drink.	Catch	epic	shows	at	historic,	intimate,	and	popular	venues.	A	packed	show	in	the	Wamu	Theater!		Google	Maps	Seattle	is	steeped	in	grunge	music	history.	While	you	may	not	find	as	much	of	that	today,	the	energy	that	turned	Seattle	into	a	city	of	phenomenal	live	shows	remains.	Try	to	catch	a	show	at	one	of	Seattle’s	many	live
music	venues,	whether	or	not	you	consider	yourself	a	music	aficionado.	A	few	popular	spots	are	Neumos	in	Capitol	Hill,	the	famous	Crocodile	in	Belltown,	and	the	WAMU	Theater	at	Lumen	Field.	Showbox	SoDo	is	one	of	my	favorites	and	it’s	great	for	people	who	prefer	a	smaller	venue.	The	historic	Moore	Theatre	has	hosted	some	of	the	best	concerts
(and	comedy	shows)	I’ve	seen.	For	a	more	refined	venue,	check	out	performances	at	The	Triple	Door.	Check	out	a	diverse	and	beautiful	museum.	Middle	Fork,	one	my	my	favorite	SAM	sculptures,	viewed	from	above		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	654-3100	|	Website	|	Hours:	10	am	–	5	pm	Wednesday	–	Sunday,	Closed	Monday	&	Tuesday	|	Entrance:
$29.99	adults,	$19.99	students	&	teens	(15-19),	$24.99	seniors	(65+)	&	military,	free	for	children	14	and	under		The	Seattle	Art	Museum	in	downtown	is	hard	to	miss	with	the	48-foot-tall	Hammering	Man	sculpture	outside	its	entrance.		The	inside	is	striking	–	look	up	when	you	walk	in	to	see	one	of	my	favorite	sculptures,	Middle	Fork.	The	museum
boasts	thoughtfully	curated	temporary	exhibits	and	a	large	permanent	collection	with	African,	European,	Islamic,	and	Indigenous	art.		The	entirety	of	the	SAM	exists	beyond	the	downtown	building,	though.	The	Seattle	Asian	Art	Museum	in	Volunteer	Park	and	the	Olympic	Sculpture	Park	along	the	waterfront	are	also	part	of	the	SAM.	Combined,	they
make	up	three	of	Seattle’s	best	museums.	Sites	and	Attractions	People	watch	and	wander	along	Seattle’s	lively	waterfront.	My	dad	and	I	posing	in	Pike	Place	Market	with	the	waterfront	in	the	background		Google	Maps	The	waterfront	is	a	great	place	for	people-watching.	Plus,	it	has	a	handful	of	the	city’s	major	landmarks.	You’ll	almost	always	see
people	meandering	along	the	pathway	to	and	from	Olympic	Sculpture	Park.	Come	here	to	jog,	catch	the	ferry,	or	grab	seafood	from	Ivars.	Ride	the	Seattle	Great	Wheel	(pro	tip:	do	this	at	sunset).	Visit	the	Seattle	Aquarium	to	see	otters	and	puffins,	and	feel	sea	anemones	in	the	touch	tank.	I	always	recommend	stopping	by	Ye	Olde	Curiosity	Shop	to
find	some	strange	gifts	and	eclectic	wares.	Expect	to	see	mummies	and	a	whole	lotta’	taxidermy	at	this	spot.	The	waterfront	undeniably	touristy.	But	I	think	it’s	worth	visiting,	especially	with	the	addition	of	the	Pike	Place	Overlook	Walk.	The	Overlook	has	made	it	super	easy	to	get	to	and	from	the	market,	and	added	more	spots	to	sit	to	admire	the
Sound.	Cruise	through	Puget	Sound	in	style.	Cruising	through	Puget	Sound	is	one	of	the	best	ways	to	experience	it	(photo:	Darryl	Brooks)		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	623-1445	|	Website	|	Hours:	10	am	–	7:30	pm	daily	(hours	change	seasonally)	|	Entrance	(Harbor	Cruise):	$45.38+	adults,	$40.72+	senior	(65+),	$29.09	youth	(4-12),	free	kids	(3	and
under)		|		Book	a	Harbor	Cruise	with	Argosy	Cruises	Argosy	Cruises	is	a	tour	company	that	operates	from	the	waterfront.	All	tours	have	live	narration.	There’s	also	a	bar	on	board,	so	you	can	enjoy	cocktails,	and	other	beverages,	and	snacks	while	you	cruise.	A	boat	tour	in	this	city	is	a	must.	You’ll	have	views	of	the	skyline	from	right	on	the	Sound	and
may	catch	a	glimpse	of	Mount	Rainier	on	clear	days.	Argosy’s	Harbor	Cruise	is	a	great	way	to	learn	about	the	city’s	past	and	present.	Or	choose	its	Locks	Cruise,	which	will	take	you	through	north	Seattle,	where	you’ll	learn	about	the	Ballard	Locks,	Gasworks	Park,	and	Seattle’s	floating	home	community.	Get	up	close	and	personal	with	aircraft.	
Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	764-5700	|	Website	|	Hours:	10	am	–	5	pm	daily	|	Entrance:	$29	adults,	$21	youth	(5-17),	$25	seniors	(65+),	free	ages	4	and	under		|		Grab	your	Museum	of	Flight	tickets	Go	to	the	Museum	of	Flight	if	you’re	a	flight	enthusiast	or	want	to	understand	the	origin	of	one	of	Seattle’s	lesser-known	nicknames:	Jet	City.	It’s	located
in	south	Seattle,	right	on	the	border	of	Tukwila.	The	Museum	of	Flight	is	one	of	the	largest	air	and	space	museums	in	the	country.	It’s	packed	full	of	aircraft,	artifacts,	and	exhibits	for	anyone	wanting	to	learn	about	the	history	of	flight.	Budgeters,	take	note:	You	can	enjoy	this	museum	for	free	on	the	first	Thursday	of	the	month	from	5	to	9	pm.	Get
familiar	with	marine	life	in	the	Pacific	Northwest.	Feeding	time	for	the	puffins!		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	386-4300	|	Website	|	Hours:	9:30	am	–	6	pm	daily	(last	entry	5	pm)	|	Entrance:	$36.95+,	adults,	$22.20+,	youth	(4-12),	Free,	kids	3	and	under	(entrance	fee	changes	daily	&	seasonally;	discount	for	WA	residents)	In	town	on	a	rainy	day	or
visiting	with	kids?	The	Seattle	Aquarium	is	the	best	place	to	spend	a	lowkey	morning	or	afternoon.	It’s	right	along	the	waterfront,	just	a	short	walk	from	the	Great	Wheel.		Inside,	you’ll	find	a	touch	tank	full	of	sea	cucumbers,	hermit	crabs,	sea	anemones,	and	more.	Come	to	see	fish,	octopus,	and	sharks.	And	look	out	for	my	favorites:	the	harbor	seals,
river	otters,	and	puffins.	Visit	the	new	Ocean	Pavillion	expansion,	too.	It	offers	a	unique	look	at	marine	life	and	ecosystems	around	the	world.	You’ll	have	ample	opportunities	to	learn	about	the	animals	and	the	aquarium’s	conservation	efforts	during	the	daily	talks	and	presentations.	Learn	about	the	latest	brewing	methods	from	the	worldwide	coffee
giant.	You	can	learn	all	about	Starbucks’	roasting	methods	at	the	Reserve		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	624-0173	|	Website	|	Hours:	7	am	–	9	pm	daily	Starbucks	is	the	coffee	giant	most	people	think	of	when	they	come	to	Seattle.	A	visit	to	the	Starbucks	Reserve	Roastery	is	a	great	stop	for	the	biggest	fans.		Prepare	for	an	elevated	Starbucks	experience
here.	The	Reserve	offers	tours	and	tasting	flights.	It	also	has	an	extended	menu	with	cocktails,	artisanal	pastries,	sandwiches,	and	unreleased	coffees	you	won’t	find	in	other	stores.		Local	Tip:	You	can	also	visit	the	original	Starbucks	at	Pike	Place	Market	(despite	popular	belief,	it’s	not	actually	the	first	Starbucks	–	that	no	longer	exists!).	But	expect
long	lines	and	drinks	at	the	market	location.	Only	have	time	for	one?	I	recommend	choosing	the	Reserve	Roastery	over	the	original.	Admire	the	view	from	the	tallest	building	in	Washington	state.	Views	of	downtown,	Elliott	Bay,	Lake	Union,	and	beyond	from	Sky	View	Observatory		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	386-5564	|	Website	|	Hours:	11	am	–	8	pm
Thurs-Sun,	Closed	Mon-Wed	|	Entrance	(Standard	Experience):	$25,	adults,	$19,	youth	(5-13),	free,	children	4	and	under	The	Space	Needle	isn’t	the	only	place	in	the	city	to	soak	up	those	beautiful	views.	The	Sky	View	Observatory	at	Columbia	Center	is	the	perfect	place	to	capture	views	of	the	city,	mountains,	and	Sound.	Some	argue	that	Sky	View
Observatory	has	even	better	views	than	the	Space	Needle	and	that	may	be	true.	It’s	in	the	tallest	building	in	the	state.	Plus,	you	can	capture	the	Space	Needle	in	your	photos	from	here.	Ride	to	the	top	during	sunset	to	see	the	city	come	alight	in	the	evening.	Capture	photos	of	Mount	Rainier	and	the	Olympics	on	clear	days.	The	Sky	View	Observatory
also	has	a	bar	and	cafe	with	tasty	cocktails	and	a	small	food	menu,	enticing	visitors	to	linger	for	a	while.	Take	a	tour	of	the	original	city	beneath	Pioneer	Square.	The	underground	tour	takes	you	beneath	Seattle’s	streets		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	682-4646	|	Website	|	Hours:	10	am	–	6	pm	daily	|	Entrance:	$22	adults,	$20	student	(13-17)	&	seniors
(60+),	$10	youth	(7-12),	free	ages	6	and	under	|		Beneath	The	Streets	Underground	History	Tour	The	Underground	Tour	is	a	popular	attraction	that	even	locals	love.	It	takes	visitors	on	a	journey	through	the	original	city	before	the	Great	Seattle	Fire	of	1889	decimated	it.		Your	guide	will	take	you	beneath	the	streets	of	Pioneer	Square	where	you’ll	see
original	storefronts,	sidewalks,	and	toilets	(yes,	really).	All	the	while,	you’ll	learn	the	history	of	the	underground	city	the	current	one	was	rebuilt	upon.	The	humorous	guides	make	this	tour	extra	enjoyable.	It’s	a	great	way	to	learn	some	unconventional	(and	at	times	salacious	or	haunted)	Seattle	history.	Watch	and	learn	about	adorable	animals	and
Seattle’s	conservation	efforts.	A	cool	kookaburra	at	the	Woodland	Park	Zoo		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	548-2500	|	Website	|	Hours	(change	seasonally):	(May	1-Sept	2)	9:30	am	–	6	pm	daily;	(Sept	3-April	30)	9:30	am	–	4	pm	daily	|	Entrance:	$22.46+	adults,	$13.46+	children	(ages	3-12)	(entrance	fees	change	daily)	Want	to	see	penguins,	red	pandas,
rhinos,	and	Komodo	dragons?	Visit	the	Woodland	Park	Zoo.	This	conservation-focused	zoo	is	the	perfect	place	to	see	and	learn	about	a	variety	of	adorable	animals	and	their	habitats.	Woodland	Park	Zoo	is	one	of	the	best	things	to	do	in	Seattle	with	kids	year-round,	but	it’s	also	a	great	place	for	animal	lovers	of	all	ages.	Come	during	several	fun
community	events	throughout	the	year.	Visit	during	the	WildLanterns	light	show	during	the	holidays	and	attend	various	ZooTunes	concerts	during	the	summer.	Beer	and	cider	lovers,	Brew	at	the	Zoo	is	your	event.	Watch	epic	concerts	and	cheer	for	two	of	Seattle’s	beloved	sports	teams.	The	Kraken	mascot,	Buoy,	waving	the	rally	flag	during	a	game
My	husband	and	I,	ready	to	munch	on	hot	dogs	and	watch	the	game		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	752-7200	|	Website	The	Climate	Pledge	Arena	in	Seattle	Center	is	one	of	the	city’s	best	concert,	event,	and	sports	venues.	It’s	where	Seattle’s	NHL	team,	the	Kraken,	and	its	WNBA	team,	Seattle	Storm,	play.	Don’t	pass	up	a	visit	even	if	you	aren’t	a	sports
fan.	There	are	some	epic	concerts	and	events	that	happen	here,	too.	Book	tickets	to	see	big	names	(past	acts	have	included	Fall	Out	Boy,	Macklemore,	Arctic	Monkeys,	and	Madonna).	Or	check	out	everything	from	comedy	tours	to	wrestling	shows.	Climate	Pledge	Arena	lives	up	to	its	name	by	committing	to	eco-friendly	practices.	It’s	a	certified	zero-
carbon	arena	dedicated	to	zero	waste	and	water	conservation.	What	to	Do	Outdoors	Spend	time	on	Seattle’s	prettiest	beach.	Golden	Gardens	sunsets	are	always	worth	it		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	684-4075	|	Website	|	Hours:	4	am	–	10:30	pm	daily	Golden	Gardens	is	one	of	the	most	beautiful	beaches	in	Seattle,	located	in	north	Seattle’s	Ballard
neighborhood.	It’s	the	perfect	place	to	go	for	lounging,	barbecuing,	and	swimming	on	really	hot	days.		In	cooler	seasons,	you	can	explore	the	park’s	trails,	listen	and	watch	for	seals,	enjoy	a	bonfire,	or	search	for	sea	creatures	in	the	tide	pools.	Whatever	season	you	visit,	make	sure	to	stay	for	sunset.	It’s	spectacular.	Hang	out	by	the	most	popular	lake
in	north	Seattle.	There’s	always	lots	of	activity	in	this	park	when	it’s	hot	out		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	684-4075	|	Website	|	Hours:	Open	24	hours	On	a	sunny	day,	Seattleites	flock	to	Green	Lake	Park	in	north	Seattle.	Jog,	walk	your	dog,	or	stroll	along	the	2.8-mile	loop	surrounding	the	lake.	Come	here	to	play	baseball,	soccer,	tennis,	basketball,	or
ultimate	frisbee.	The	park	has	plenty	of	shady	trees	for	a	picnic	(or	mid-afternoon	nap)	and	a	wading	pool	and	play	area	for	kids.		Go	swimming	or	rent	stand-up	paddle	boats,	kayaks,	and	water	bikes	from	the	Greenlake	Boathouse	to	get	out	on	the	lake.	And	you’re	not	far	from	food	if	you	get	hungry.	The	restaurants	and	cafes	bordering	the	east	side
of	the	lake	make	it	easy	to	grab	a	lunch	or	snack	as	needed.	Hike	a	nearby	mountain.	Me	and	a	friend	posing	at	the	top	of	Mount	Si	during	a	nice	winter	hike	Washington	Trails	Website	|		Book	a	Mount	Rainier	Day	trip	Tour	on	Fare	Harbor	Seattle	is	close	to	many	mountains	and	several	national	parks,	so	it	makes	sense	that	hiking	is	such	a	popular
activity	here.	There	are	plenty	of	city	parks	to	hike	through,	but	venture	out	further	for	a	challenge.	You	can	find	several	great	hikes	within	an	hour’s	drive	from	the	city.	New	hikers	wanting	to	tackle	a	mountain	should	check	out	Rattlesnake	Ledge,	a	popular	hike	with	a	well-maintained	trail	and	a	great	payoff.	Try	Mount	Si	for	more	of	a	workout	or
take	on	Mailbox	Peak	if	you’re	conditioned	enough	for	a	strenuous	climb.	Want	other	options?	Check	out	my	article	on	the	best	hikes	near	Seattle	to	find	others	that	might	fit	your	taste	and	experience	level.		฀		Want	to	hike	around	Mount	Rainier?	I	recommend	booking	this	epic	Mount	Rainier	National	Park	Day	Tour	to	get	up	close	to	Washington’s
iconic	mountain.	It’s	a	great	way	to	skip	the	stress	of	planning	a	trip	yourself.	Plus,	breakfast	and	lunch	are	included,	and	you’ll	get	plenty	of	time	out	of	the	van	to	hit	some	beginner-friendly	trails!	Find	a	troll,	swim,	and	wander	among	giant	trees	in	a	West	Seattle	park.	Lincoln	Park’s	waterfront	path	with	a	ferry	in	the	distance		Google	Maps	|	Phone:
(206)	684-4075	|	Website	|	Hours:	4	am	–	11:30	pm	daily	Lincoln	Park	is	a	large	park	in	West	Seattle	that’s	usually	less	crowded	than	other	city	parks,	even	on	sunny	days.	It’s	a	great	place	to	exercise.	Come	here	to	run	along	the	waterfront	—	the	path	will	take	you	all	the	way	to	Alki	Beach.	Look	out	for	the	troll,	Bruun	Idun,	while	on	this	path.	You’ll
find	it	tucked	away	in	the	trees.	Or	stop	by	Colman	Pool	in	the	summer	to	swim	in	a	heated,	outdoor,	saltwater	pool.	The	forest	part	of	the	park	is	relaxing	and	full	of	birdsong.	It’s	great	for	easy	hikes	or	walks.	There’s	a	decent-sized	playground	for	kids	here,	too.		I	personally	love	being	down	by	the	water	on	the	pebbly	driftwood-laden	beach.	It’s	the
perfect	spot	to	watch	people	fishing	or	spot	seals	offshore	and	herons	during	low	tide.	Visit	an	art	museum	or	plant	conservatory,	and	watch	summertime	music	and	plays	in	the	biggest	park	in	Capitol	Hill.	I’m	a	big	fan	of	the	cactus	garden	in	the	Conservatory…	And	I	love	that	the	ducks	hang	around	in	winter!		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	684-4075	|
Website	|	Hours:	6	am	–	10	pm	daily	Volunteer	Park	is	a	good	spot	for	practically	everything.	Want	culture?	Visit	the	Seattle	Asian	Art	Museum.	Love	nature?	Wander	around	tiny	ponds	with	ducklings,	or	check	out	the	Volunteer	Park	Conservatory.	Visiting	with	kids?	There’s	a	giant	playground	and	wading	pool	to	keep	them	entertained.	As	with	most
parks	in	this	city,	summer	is	a	great	time	to	visit.	The	park	has	free	concerts	and	Shakespeare	in	the	Park	performances	during	the	season.	You’ll	also	see	people	picnicking	in	grassy	meadows,	playing	ultimate	frisbee,	or	LARPing.		Volunteer	Park	is	a	10-minute	walk	from	the	shops	and	restaurants	along	busy	15th	Ave	E.	But	you	can	also	walk	a
couple	of	blocks	across	the	street	to	Volunteer	Park	Cafe	&	Pantry	for	baked	goods,	breakfast,	and	lunch.	Rent	a	hot	tub	boat,	pea	boat,	or	take	a	donut-shaped	boat	out	for	a	spin	on	the	water.	A	friend	and	I	riding	the	Donut	Boat	with	plenty	of	donuts	to	eat		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	684-4075	|	Website	|	Hours:	4	am	–	11:30	pm	daily	You	have	to
get	out	on	the	water	if	you	visit	Lake	Union	Park	—	it’s	the	best	way	to	experience	it!		The	most	budget-friendly	way	to	do	this	is	to	visit	the	Center	of	Wooden	Boats.	Rent	a	free	pea	boat	and	take	it	out	for	a	few	hours.	You	can	also	rent	kayaks,	canoes,	or	other	boats	from	there	for	a	reasonable	fee.	Want	a	more	unique	experience?	Rent	a	donut	boat
with	friends	and	take	some	donuts	aboard	to	bring	it	full	circle.	If	you’re	here	in	the	cooler	months,	you	need	to	do	a	hot	tub	boat	rental.	The	latter	is	incredibly	relaxing	in	the	rain	(learned	from	experience).	Stroll	through	a	peaceful	arboretum.	The	Arboretum	is	one	of	my	favorite	places	to	go	in	the	fall		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	543-8800	|	Website
|	Hours:	8	am	–	8	pm	daily	Venture	out	to	the	Washington	Park	Arboretum	to	see	one	of	the	most	beautiful	spots	in	Seattle.		You’ll	wander	through	hundreds	of	trees	and	plants	in	different	themed	gardens,	including	a	woodland	garden,	a	rhododendron	glen,	and	a	Japanese	garden.	Enjoy	the	vibrant	colors	in	the	fall	and	pretty	blooms	in	the	spring	and
summer.	In	winter,	the	garden	is	filled	with	delightful	scents	and	unexpected	pops	of	color.	Explore	on	your	own	or	take	one	of	the	Arboretum’s	walking	or	tram	tours.	These	allow	you	to	ask	questions	and	learn	about	the	plants	that	make	up	this	oasis	in	the	middle	of	the	city.	Picnic	in	daisy	fields	in	a	hilly	park	backdropped	by	hundred-year-old	gas
plant	buildings.	People	(and	geese)	picnicking	in	the	park	on	a	warm	spring	day		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	684-4075	|	Website	|	Hours:	6	am	–	10	pm	daily	Gas	Works	Park	may	be	Seattle’s	coolest	park.	The	park’s	old	gasification	plant	buildings	look	like	something	from	a	steampunk	movie.	It	seems	like	a	strange	contrast	against	the	picturesque
daisy	fields	in	this	scenic	little	north	Seattle	park.	But	somehow,	the	combo	works.		Come	here	on	a	warm	spring	day	to	picnic	and	lounge	while	capturing	photos	of	the	skyline	across	Lake	Union.	There’s	virtually	no	shade	at	Gas	Works,	so	it’s	not	ideal	for	super	sunny	days	(although,	it	will	be	packed	by	mid-morning	for	the	annual	4th	of	July	party).	
But	if	you	happen	to	be	here	on	a	windy	day,	bring	a	kite	and	you’ll	be	golden.	The	biggest	hill	here	is	aptly	named	Kite	Hill.	That	should	give	you	a	good	idea	of	the	park’s	kite-flying	prospects.	Go	flower	peeping	at	the	University	of	Washington.	Cherry	blossoms	on	the	Quad	(photo:	Wirestock	Creators)		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	543-9198	|	Website
Early	spring	is	one	of	the	best	times	to	visit	Seattle	because	you’ll	have	the	opportunity	to	catch	cherry	blossoms	blooming	all	over	the	city.	But,	more	specifically,	you	can	see	their	glorious	display	in	the	University	District.	Visit	the	Quad	on	the	University	of	Washington	campus	to	see	these	pretty	pink	flowers	contrasted	against	the	gothic
architecture	of	the	UW	buildings.	Bloom	times	vary	from	year	to	year,	but	you	can	usually	expect	to	see	most	trees	in	peak	bloom	from	mid-March	to	early	April.	Free	&	Cheap	Stuff	to	Do	In	addition	to	the	activities	in	this	section,	you	can	also	read	my	complete	list	of	free	things	to	do	in	Seattle	for	more	budget-friendly	Seattle	ideas.	Check	out	the
ships,	seals,	and	salmon	at	the	locks.	A	boat	making	its	way	through	the	locks	(photo:	refrina)		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	780-2500	|	Website	|	Hours:	7	am	–	9	pm	daily	The	Ballard	Locks	are	where	saltwater	Puget	Sound	connects	to	freshwater	Lake	Washington.	You	don’t	have	to	pay	a	thing	to	see	this	cool	feat	of	engineering.	The	Locks	are	open
year-round	and	are	one	of	the	top	things	to	do	in	Ballard.	There’s	lots	to	do	in	addition	to	watching	the	boats	pass	through	the	Lake	Washington	Ship	Canal.	Watch	the	chunky	seals	lazing	around,	picnic	on	the	nearby	grassy	spaces,	or	check	out	the	salmon	fish	ladder.	Afterward,	walk	over	to	Sloop	Tavern	to	play	pool,	eat	fish	and	chips,	and	throw
back	a	couple	of	beers.			Pro	Tip:	The	best	time	to	see	the	salmon	at	the	fish	ladder	is	from	mid-June	to	September.	I	highly	recommend	visiting	at	this	time	if	you	want	to	learn	about	the	salmon	run.	Find	the	best	(free)	view	in	the	city.	Don’t	worry,	even	on	cloudy	days	the	views	from	this	park	are	gorgeous		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	684-4075	|
Website	|	Hours:	6	am	–	10	pm	daily	In	a	city	this	pretty,	you	might	wonder	if	it’s	possible	to	get	a	view	of	the	skyline,	Puget	Sound,	the	Space	Needle,	and	Mount	Rainier.	Lucky	for	you,	Kerry	Park	exists!	Go	to	this	pocket-sized	park	to	see	all	of	the	above	at	once.		There	is	a	massive	hill	leading	up	to	this	park	in	Queen	Anne,	so	I	highly	recommend
driving	or	taking	a	bus	up	the	hill	to	save	your	legs	and	lungs	from	the	effort.	The	small	park	can	get	crowded	during	summer.	But	it’s	worth	waiting	out	the	crowds	to	capture	some	beautiful	postcard-worthy	photos,	especially	at	sunset.	Root	for	the	Mariners.	Daytime	Mariners	games	in	the	summer	are	my	favorites		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	346-
4000	|	Website		You	don’t	have	to	spend	much	to	see	the	Mariners	play	at	T-Mobile	Park!	One	of	the	best	ways	to	watch	is	to	get	cheap	tickets	and	then	go	down	to	The	Pen	to	watch	the	game	from	center	field.	There	are	plenty	of	surrounding	bars	and	places	to	grab	a	drink	or	bite	to	eat	afterward	to	save	a	couple	of	bucks.	You’ll	pay	a	premium	on
food	and	drinks	inside	the	park	unless	you	utilize	the	value	menu.		My	recommendation?	Order	a	Seattle	dog	from	one	of	the	hot	dog	vendors	outside	the	stadium	before	or	after	the	game,	and	then	head	to	Fast	Fashion	Brewing	for	a	delicious	IPA.	Your	taste	buds	(and	wallet)	will	thank	you.	Take	a	day	trip	to	an	island.	The	view	from	the	back	of	the
ferry	on	the	way	to	Bainbridge	Island		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(888)	808-7977	|	Website	|	Entrance	(walk	&	bike	on	prices	for	Bainbridge	and	Bremerton):	$10.25,	adults,	Free,	youth	18	and	under,	$1	surcharge	for	bikes	(ages	19	and	over	only)	Don’t	leave	Seattle	without	riding	the	ferries.	It’s	cheap	to	walk	or	bike	on	(under	$11	roundtrip)	and	you
have	a	few	options	for	places	to	go.	Bainbridge	Island	and	Bremerton	are	the	two	most	popular	spots	if	you’re	leaving	from	Colman	Dock.	While	riding	the	ferry,	go	out	on	the	deck	where	you’ll	have	fantastic	views	of	mountains	on	one	side	and	the	Seattle	skyline	on	the	other.	Bring	a	coat	—	it	gets	very	chilly	when	the	ferry	is	in	motion!		Ferry	rides	to
Bainbridge,	Bremerton,	or	Vashon	Island	make	for	fun	and	easy	day	trips	from	Seattle.	They’ll	give	you	a	bit	of	a	break	from	the	big	city	and	let	you	see	and	experience	some	great	surrounding	communities.	This	open-harvest,	volunteer-run	food	forest	fights	food	insecurity	and	hosts	fun	community	events.	Early	June	blooms	at	the	Beacon	Food	Forest	
Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	684-0264	|	Website	|	Hours:	Dawn	to	dusk,	daily	Beacon	Food	Forest	is	a	community	gem.	This	7-acre,	volunteer-run	garden	grew	out	of	a	grassroots	project	to	create	a	local	food	ecosystem.	It	provides	food	for	the	community	and	helps	to	counteract	food	insecurity.	You’ll	find	it	on	the	west	side	of	Jefferson	Park	and	it’s
open	year-round.	The	food	forest	is	almost	entirely	open	harvest	(minus	the	food	bank	plot	and	city	P-Patches).	Visitors	are	invited	to	take	what	they	need	and	leave	some	for	others.		I	think	one	of	the	most	special	things	about	the	food	forest	is	how	it	connects	the	community.	Attend	some	of	the	work	parties	to	help	maintain	the	garden	and	get	to
know	the	people	who	continually	sustain	this	resource.		Other	events	have	included	dinners	made	with	foraged	ingredients	and	crafting	parties.	Sometimes,	there	are	even	kid-focused	events	to	help	children	learn	about	the	natural	world.	Take	a	photo	with	a	troll	beneath	a	bridge.	A	view	of	the	Fremont	Troll	from	the	adjacent	Troll’s	Knoll	Park	
Google	Maps	Visit	the	eclectic	Fremont	neighborhood	to	see	Seattle’s	famous	troll	beneath	the	bridge.	The	Fremont	Troll	was	originally	built	during	an	art	contest	the	neighborhood	held	to	help	revitalize	the	area	under	the	bridge.	Sure,	seeing	the	troll,	climbing	it,	and	snapping	some	photos	only	takes	a	few	minutes.	But	after	you	do	this,	wander
west	along	N	36th	St	to	explore	cool	local	shops,	or	check	out	the	neighborhood’s	other	quirky	art	installations.		Want	the	best	experience	possible?	Do	this	on	a	Sunday!	That	way,	you	can	also	check	out	the	Fremont	Sunday	Street	Market.	It’s	an	awesome	flea	market	where	you’ll	find	all	manner	of	interesting	wares	and	yummy	food	truck	bites.
Admire	art	at	a	completely	free	museum.	Some	of	the	pieces	from	the	Frye	family’s	permanent	collection		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	622-9250	|	Website	|	Hours:	11	am	–	5	pm	Wed	&	Fri	–	Sun,	11	am	–	8	pm	Thursday,	Closed	Mondays	&	Tuesdays	The	Frye	Art	Museum	in	the	First	Hill	neighborhood	is	completely	free	to	visit.	It’s	well	worth	it	to	get
a	feel	for	the	city’s	art	scene,	particularly	if	you’re	on	a	budget.	Here,	you	can	see	the	private	art	collection	of	the	Frye	family.	It’s	a	mixture	of	19th-century	paintings	and	sculptures.		In	addition	to	the	permanent	collection,	the	Frye	Art	Museum	has	rotating	temporary	exhibits	from	contemporary	artists	that	change	every	few	months.	There’s	always
something	interesting	to	see	whether	you’re	interested	in	sculpture,	mixed	media,	or	other	art	forms.	Check	out	an	architectural	beauty.	If	you’re	an	architecture	and	book	lover,	you’ll	be	right	at	home	at	the	Seattle	Public	Library		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	386-4636	|	Website	|	Hours:	10	am	–	6	pm	Friday	–	Monday,	10	am	–	8	pm	Tuesday-Thursday
Seattle’s	downtown	public	library	is	a	notable	building.	The	Central	Library	is	11	stories	high	and	made	of	glass	and	steel.	It’s	a	starkly	beautiful	structure	smack	dab	in	the	middle	of	downtown.	Are	you	an	architecture	or	book	lover?	Make	a	quick	trip	here.	The	inside	is	worth	checking	out.	It	has	several	cool	features	like	a	book	spiral	and	a
completely	red	floor	that’s	great	for	impromptu	photoshoots.			Read	Next:	Check	out	my	complete	guide	on	how	to	do	Seattle	on	a	budget	to	find	out	even	more	ways	to	explore	the	Emerald	City	cheaply!	Learn	about	Seattle’s	role	in	the	Klondike	Gold	Rush	at	this	free	museum	and	national	park	site.	Exhibits	inside	the	Klondike	Gold	Rush	Museum	
Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	220-4240	|	Website	|	Hours:	10	am	–	5	pm	Wednesday	–	Sunday,	Closed	Monday	&	Tuesday	|	Entrance:	free	The	Klondike	Gold	Rush	National	Historical	Park	is	one	of	Seattle’s	lesser-known	museums,	but	it’s	a	must-see	for	history	buffs	on	a	budget.	This	free	museum	and	national	park	site	is	in	the	historic	Pioneer	Square
neighborhood.		It’s	filled	to	the	brim	with	information	on	this	niche	part	of	history.	Learn	how	the	gold	rush	transformed	the	city,	causing	one	of	Seattle’s	largest	population	booms	to	date.	Follow	the	stories	of	real	prospectors	and	read	through	papers	of	the	time.	Try	out	several	interactive	exhibits	—	including	one	that	reveals	your	weight	in	gold!	
Prefer	someone	to	guide	you	through	the	information?	Volunteer	park	rangers	are	available	for	tours	(and	they	have	plenty	of	pins	for	kids	collecting	their	junior	ranger	badges).	Cool	and	Unusual	Attractions	Watch	a	colorful	parade,	peruse	an	epic	craft	market,	and	witness	a	naked	bike	ride	at	this	annual	summer	solstice	festival.	Just	one	of	the	cool
creations	during	the	Fremont	Solstice	Parade		Google	Maps	|	Website	|	Hours:	every	June,	Summer	Solstice	weekend		Two	words	describe	the	annual	Fremont	Solstice	Festival:	pure	fun.	The	event	is	put	on	by	the	Fremont	Arts	Council	to	celebrate	community,	art,	and	the	start	of	summer.		The	festival’s	most	notable	event?	The	naked	bike	ride.	It’s
pretty	much	what	it	sounds	like.	Bold	and	free-spirited	people	cover	themselves	in	body	paint	before	hopping	on	bikes	and	kicking	off	the	parade.	The	procession	continues	with	wildly	creative	human-powered	floats.	But	the	festival	is	more	than	just	a	flashy	parade.	Hang	out	at	the	fair	to	peruse	stalls	full	of	jewelry,	art	prints,	handmade	ceramics,	and
more.	Eat	and	drink	your	way	through	various	food	stands	and	beer	gardens.		Dance	to	live	music.	Watch	street	performers.	Feel	the	positivity	permeating	the	air	at	this	uniquely	Seattle	fest.	It’s	one	you	don’t	want	to	miss!	Take	a	flight	tour	of	Seattle	or	two	of	the	state’s	active	volcanoes.		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(866)	435-9524	|	Website	|	Tickets
(depends	on	chosen	flight	tour):	$119/person	for	a	25-minute	flight	departing	from	Lake	Union	|		Book	a	Seaplane	Tour	What	better	way	to	take	in	Seattle’s	beauty	than	from	the	air?	Kenmore	Air	offers	seaplane	and	wheelplane	rides	departing	from	one	of	four	terminals:	Lake	Union,	Boeing	Field,	Kenmore,	or	Tacoma.	There	are	several	different	tours
you	can	take	depending	on	which	terminal	you	leave	from.	Take	the	scenic	Seattle	tour	from	Lake	Union	to	see	several	of	the	city’s	iconic	landmarks	like	the	Space	Needle	and	the	University	of	Washington	campus	from	above.	Or	you	can	take	the	Mount	Rainier	and	Mount	St.	Helens	tour	from	Boeing	Field	to	see	the	two	active	volcanos	up	close.	This
is	the	perfect	excursion	for	the	person	who	adores	the	window	seat!	You’ll	also	have	a	narrated	tour	of	what	you’re	seeing	to	help	cement	this	experience.	Explore	Seattle’s	gritty,	cool,	and	eclectic	neighborhood.	One	of	many	trailers	you’ll	see	in	the	Trailer	Park	Mall		Google	Maps	Georgetown	is	in	the	running	for	the	coolest	Seattle	neighborhood.	Its
gritty	and	edgy	vibe	makes	it	feel	somewhat	like	Seattle’s	neighbor	to	the	south,	Tacoma.		You’ll	find	restaurants,	cafes,	dispensaries,	breweries,	and	bars	throughout.	But	most	of	the	action	is	along	Airport	Way	S.	Peruse	vintage	clothes	at	The	Barn	Owl	or	check	out	graphic	novels	at	Fantagraphics.	Grab	sweet	treats	from	Matcha	Man	Ice	Cream	and
Tayaki,	then	pop	over	to	Deep	Sea	Sugar	and	Salt	for	the	most	delectable	cakes	and	cupcakes.	Visit	on	a	Saturday	or	Sunday	to	see	the	Georgetown	Trailer	Park	Mall.	There,	you’ll	find	a	little	market	where	vendors	set	up	shop	in	transformed	trailers.	Poke	around	and	you’re	sure	to	find	something	you	can’t	leave	without.	Savor	cocktails	in	Seattle’s
first	skyscraper.	A	view	of	Smith	Tower	at	night	(photo:	Andriana	Syvanych)		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	624-0414	|	Website	|	Hours:	12	pm	–	7	pm	Mon	–	Wed,	12	pm	–	8	pm	Thurs	&	Sun,	12	pm	–	9	pm	Fri	&	Sat	|	Entrance:	tickets	begin	at	$15	for	a	self-guided	tour	&	Observatory	Bar	access	The	Smith	Tower	was	the	city’s	very	first	skyscraper	and
the	tallest	building	west	of	the	Mississippi	for	some	time.	Book	a	self-guided	or	talking	tour	of	this	beautiful	historic	building	where	you’ll	be	transported	back	to	the	1920s.	After	getting	a	good	rundown	of	the	history,	it’s	time	for	my	favorite	part:	the	Smith	Tower	Observatory	Bar	on	the	top	floor.	Looking	for	an	impeccable	ambiance,	delicious	food,
well-made	cocktails,	and	incredible	360-degree	views	of	Seattle?	You’ll	find	all	of	them	here.	Watch	live	wrestling,	drink	IPAs,	eat	tacos,	and	go	rollerskating	in	one	of	the	most	underrated	neighborhoods	in	Seattle.	Watching	live	wrestling	during	the	White	Center	Block	Party	=	a	must!		Google	Maps	White	Center	isn’t	technically	part	of	Seattle	since
it’s	an	unincorporated	community.	But	it’s	close	enough,	cool	enough,	and	has	plenty	of	spirit,	so	it	deserves	a	place	on	this	list.		White	Center	feels	a	bit	like	Capitol	Hill	did	over	a	decade	ago.	Come	here	for	great	Mexican	food	from	Taqueria	La	Fondita.	Sip	IPAs	at	Future	Primitive.	Enjoy	themed	roller	skating	nights	at	Southgate	Roller	Rink.	Check
out	Lariat	Bar,	a	lively	wrestling-themed	bar.	Go	to	Seattle’s	only	movie	bar,	2	Fingers	Social,	which	also	has	monthly(ish)	burlesque	shows.	No	matter	where	you	go	in	the	neighborhood,	you’ll	see	plenty	of	quirky	art	murals	by	local	artist	Pazuzu.	Visit	during	the	White	Center	Block	Party	in	the	summer.	You’ll	find	sociable	locals,	great	food,	live
wrestling,	one-of-a-kind	art	vendors,	and	all-around	great	vibes.	Admire	intricate	glass	sculptures.		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	753-4940	|	Website	|	Hours:	generally	10	am	–	7	pm	daily,	varies	based	on	private	events	(see	website)	|	Entrance:	$29-37.50	adults,	$22-28,	youth	(5-12),	children	4	and	under	free	|		Grab	Space	Needle	and	Chihuly	Garden
and	Glass	combo	tickets	Sure,	Chihuly	Garden	and	Glass	is	one	of	the	city’s	most	popular	tourist	attractions,	but	the	exhibits	are	unique	to	Seattle	and	so	stunning	that	they’ll	stop	you	in	your	tracks.	This	attraction	is	on	the	pricier	side	and	best	reserved	for	people	who	appreciate	art	and	intricate,	creative	sculptures.	You	won’t	regret	a	visit	if	you
want	to	see	one	of	the	most	colorful	and	pretty	places	in	Seattle.	Take	your	time	wandering	through	the	garden	and	greenhouse,	and	do	your	best	to	catch	a	live	glassblowing	demonstration.	Play	pinball	at	a	non-traditional	museum.	Inside	the	Seattle	Pinball	Museum	(photo:	TonelsonProductions)		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	623-0759	|	Website	|
Hours:	12	pm	–	6	pm	Thursday	–	Monday,	Closed	Tuesday	&	Wednesday	|	Entrance:	$23	adults	(age	15+),	$20	kids	(7-14);	no	children	under	7	permitted	Not	much	of	a	traditional	museum	fan?	Not	to	worry.	The	Seattle	Pinball	Museum	is	anything	but	traditional.	At	this	museum-arcade	hybrid,	you’ll	be	surrounded	by	the	museum’s	collection	of
pinball	machines	from	as	early	as	the	1930s	and	up	to	the	present	day.	It’s	not	just	about	seeing	the	machines,	though	—	you	get	to	play	them	all,	too!	If	you’re	someone	who	really	enjoys	interactive	museums,	it	doesn’t	get	much	more	interesting	and	interactive	than	this.	Grab	a	drink	in	a	secret	bar.	It	looks	unassuming	from	the	outside…	but
incredible	drinks	await	inside	Bathtub	Gin	&	Co		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	728-6069	|	Website	|	Hours:	5	pm	–	2	am	daily	Seattle	has	a	thing	for	speakeasies	—	you’ll	find	quite	a	few	around	the	city.	Bathtub	Gin	&	Co.	is	one	of	my	favorites.	It’s	tucked	away	in	an	unassuming	alley	in	Belltown.	You’ll	have	to	knock	on	the	door	to	be	let	in,	but	only
when	there’s	room	for	you.		Once	inside,	take	in	the	cozy	multi-level	bar	with	exposed	brick	walls.	The	cocktails	are	strong	and	the	drink	menu	rotates	often.	Naturally,	the	gin-based	ones	are	the	winners.	Check	out	one	of	the	most	unusual	museums	in	Seattle.	Several	operating	early	telephones	A	vintage	long	distance	telephone	bill	card		Google
Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	767-3012	|	Website	|	Hours:	Only	open	Sundays	10	am	–	3	pm	|	Entrance:	free	($2-$5	donation	suggested)	The	Connections	Museum	is	a	little-known	niche	museum	in	Georgetown	that’s	perfect	for	those	interested	in	technology,	telecommunications,	and	how	the	two	have	evolved	over	the	years.	Note	that	it’s	only	open	on
Sundays.	The	museum	has	dozens	of	interactive	and	informative	exhibits.	They	show	the	extent	of	the	work	that	went	into	developing,	maintaining,	and	operating	the	equipment	that	kept	the	city	connected	in	the	early	years	of	telecom.		The	tours	offered	are	crucial	to	getting	the	most	out	of	this	visit,	so	don’t	pass	them	up.	The	information	is	dense	—
I’d	recommend	leaving	kids	behind	for	this	one.	What	to	Do	on	a	Rainy	Day	A	local	radio	broadcast	station	with	a	coffee	shop	and	record	store.	Come	for	live	music	shows,	DJ	sets,	and	a	free	coffee	tasting.	People	reading	and	working	on	some	of	the	comfy	seating	in	KEXP	with	the	in-house	record	shop	behind	them		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	520-
5800	|	Website	|	Hours:	7	am	–	6	pm	Mon-Fri,	8	am	–	6	pm	Sat	&	Sun		Music	lovers	will	want	to	get	plugged	into	KEXP.	Even	better	if	you	also	happen	to	love	coffee.		KEXP	is	a	radio	broadcast	station	which	was	founded	at	the	University	of	Washington	in	the	‘70s.	It	hosts	live	shows	and	sets	by	local	DJs	in	a	huge	space	with	a	coffee	shop	and	a	tiny
record	store.		KEXP	is	right	next	to	the	Seattle	Center,	making	it	a	convenient	stop	when	you’re	checking	out	that	attraction.	The	space	has	plenty	of	seating,	so	it’s	a	good	option	for	remote	work.	Caffe	Vita,	the	coffee	shop,	serves	delicious	drinks	and	even	hosts	free	coffee	tastings	on	the	first	Friday	of	every	month.	The	Light	In	The	Attic	Record
Store	is	packed	with	surprising	finds	that’ll	interest	vinyl	collectors.	There	are	plenty	of	used	records	at	great	prices.	I	highly	recommend	tuning	into	recordings	of	KEXP’s	live	shows	on	its	YouTube	channel	to	get	an	idea	of	what	to	expect	before	visiting.	Learn	all	about	the	city’s	beginnings	and	niche	history	at	a	museum	right	by	Lake	Union.	The	first
floor	at	the	MOHAI		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	324-1126	|	Website	|	Hours:	10	am	–	5	pm	daily	|	Entrance:	$25	adults,	$19	student,	free	children	14	&	under;	free	first	Thursdays	between	5	pm	–	8	pm	There’s	loads	to	uncover	at	The	Museum	of	History	and	Industry.	You’ll	learn	all	about	Seattle’s	history,	starting	with	the	Indigenous	tribes	of	the
area.	Learn	about	the	Denny	Party	settlers,	the	city’s	Prohibition	history,	its	technological	boom,	and	much	more.		One	of	my	favorite	exhibits	is	the	one	that	explains	how	Seattle’s	natural	geography	was	altered	to	make	it	liveable.	The	musical	explaining	the	history	of	the	Great	Seattle	Fire	of	1889	is	a	crowd-pleaser,	too.		The	museum	is	right	by
Lake	Union.	After	visiting,	grab	something	from	the	gift	shop	and	then	wander	outside	to	rest	by	the	lake	and	watch	the	seaplanes	take	off.	Watch	a	moving	opera	or	inspiring	ballet	performance.	Inside	McCaw	Hall,	just	before	a	ballet	performance		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	733-9725	|	Website		Look	no	further	than	McCaw	Hall	if	you	want	to	catch
a	classic	show	in	a	beautiful	space.	It’s	the	venue	for	the	Seattle	Opera	and	the	Pacific	Northwest	Ballet.		Go	for	a	more	casual	Sunday	morning	viewing	or	dress	up	for	an	evening	show.	McCaw	Hall	has	an	on-site	restaurant	and	a	well-stocked	gift	shop.	Check	the	event	calendar	before	you	go	to	see	what’s	playing!	The	Nutcracker	is	a	family	favorite
that	runs	annually	starting	in	late	November	through	December.	Enjoy	underground	and	offbeat	movies	in	a	cool	and	intimate	theater	in	Columbia	City.	The	outside	of	The	Beacon	Cinema		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	420-7328	|	Website	|	Entrance:	tickets	start	at	$12.50		The	Beacon	Cinema	has	only	been	part	of	Seattle’s	indie	movie	theater	scene
for	about	five	years,	but	it’s	already	become	a	staple.	The	programming	is	offbeat	and	interesting.	The	theater	is	small	and	intimate.	And	it	feels	like	a	hidden	gem	since	it’s	in	south	Seattle’s	Columbia	City	neighborhood.	Major	film	fans	will	adore	this	theater.	Regular	movie-goers	will	also	have	a	good	time…	if	you’re	okay	with	odd	and	underground
showings.	But	that’s	the	fun	of	it	—	come	to	The	Beacon	Cinema	to	discover	your	new	favorite	art	film.		A	few	movies	I’ve	seen	here	include	Dario	Argento’s	Deep	Red	and	Tenembre,	and	Hideaki	Anno’s	Gunbuster.	But	you	can	also	catch	a	few	classics,	like	a	Halloween	showing	of	The	Exorcist.	Play	board	games	over	brews.		Inside	Mox	Boarding
House,	one	of	Seattle’s	must-visit	board	game	cafes	Seattle	has	several	board	game	shops	where	you	can	buy	new	games	or	rent	them	from	the	store’s	collection	to	play	in-store.	Of	these,	Mox	Boarding	House	is	the	largest	and	most	well-known.	It	has	a	great	selection	of	games	and	a	tasty	food	and	drink	menu.	Mox	also	hosts	tournaments	and	other
game	nights	for	new	and	experienced	gamers.	Another	option	is	Meeples	Games	in	West	Seattle.	This	board	game	cafe	is	smaller,	but	perfect	for	families	with	younger	kids.	It’s	a	bright	and	welcoming	space	with	a	good	selection	of	snacks	and	drinks.	Come	here	to	play	games	among	friendly	and	laid-back	locals.	Enjoy	burlesque	performances,	live
music,	and	happy	hour	deals	at	a	historic	Vaudeville	theater.	A	performer	at	The	Triple	Door	(photo:	MPH	Photos)		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	838-4333	|	Website	|	Hours:	4	pm	–	9	pm	Tuesday-Thursday	&	Sunday,	4	pm	–	10	pm	Friday-Saturday,	Closed	Mondays	The	Triple	Door	in	downtown	Seattle	originally	opened	as	a	Vaudeville	theater	in	1926.
Today,	it’s	a	must-visit	theater	for	anyone	who	loves	performance	art	and	intimate	dinner	shows.	But	it	still	retains	some	of	the	charm	from	that	bygone	era.	The	Triple	Door	has	two	stages.	The	Mainstage	hosts	larger	shows	and	touring	acts.	The	MQ	(Musiquarium)	Stage	is	a	lounge	with	a	laid-back	atmosphere,	local	acts,	and	happy	hour	deals.		Snag
tickets	to	one	of	the	Triple	Door’s	big	shows	where	you’ll	sit	in	a	cozy	U-shaped	booth	and	enjoy	a	Southeast	Asian-inspired	dinner	during	the	show.	Or	visit	the	MQ	stage	for	a	casual	evening	of	live	music	and	delicious	drinks.		Find	a	great	read	from	Seattle’s	favorite	bookstore.	Full	shelves	at	Elliott	Bay	Bookstore		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	624-
6600	|	Website	|	Hours:	9	am	–	10	pm	daily	Elliott	Bay	Book	Company	is	a	must-visit	for	book	lovers.	In	addition	to	stocking	just	about	any	book	you	could	want,	this	large	store	in	Capitol	Hill	has	a	cafe	and	hosts	author	readings	and	other	bookish	events.	Elliott	Bay	has	a	huge	selection	of	books,	but	you’ll	also	find	notebooks,	puzzles,	chocolates,	bags,
and	other	reading-related	gifts.	It’s	a	good	place	to	kill	a	couple	of	hours.	But	make	sure	you	plan	accordingly	—	it’s	very	easy	to	get	lost	among	the	stacks	of	mysteries,	memoirs,	and	graphic	novels.		Do	dinner	and	a	movie	in	a	cozy	indie	theater	in	the	Central	District.	Me	and	a	friend	outside	of	Central	Cinema		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	328-3230	|
Website	|	Hours:	Vary	depending	on	showing	|	Entrance:	$12	general	admission,	dinner	&	drinks	sold	separately	Central	Cinema	is	one	of	the	best	places	for	dinner	and	a	movie	because	you	can	do	it	all	in	one	spot.	This	indie	theater	plays	classic,	nostalgic,	and	crowd-pleasing	movies.	And	while	the	movie	plays,	you’ll	be	served	beer,	wine,	dinner,	and
dessert	right	at	your	seat.		Looking	for	something	a	little	different?	Central	also	has	non-traditional	movie	events.	Attend	Hecklevision	screenings	(talking	and	jokes	are	welcomed	and	encouraged	during	the	show!)	or	themed	sing-a-long	nights.	Parents,	bring	your	kids	on	Thursdays	from	5	to	7	pm	when	Central	has	its	free	cartoon	happy	hour	for	kids.



Food	and	Drink	Taste	your	way	through	Seattle’s	number	one	attraction.	Me	and	a	friend	enjoying	one	of	three	samples	from	Beecher’s	Handmade	Cheese!		Google	Maps	|	Phone:	(206)	682-7453	|		Book	a	Chef-Guided	Food	Tour	One	of	the	best	ways	to	get	familiar	with	Pike	Place	Market	is	through	its	culinary	scene!	The	market	boasts	tons	of
bakeries,	cafes,	restaurants,	and	food	stands.	Booking	a	chef-guided	food	tour	is	a	great	way	to	try	a	lot	of	them	all	at	once.	You’ll	get	to	skip	the	lines	and	taste	generously	portioned	samples	on	this	visitor	and	resident-friendly	tour.	Come	hungry!	Creamy,	flavorful	clam	chowder;	light	and	fluffy	biscuits;	chewy,	salty	cheese	curds;	and	so	much	more
await	you.	Between	snagging	your	samples	and	leading	you	through	the	maze-like	market,	your	guide	will	also	share	stories	of	the	market’s	history.	After	the	tour,	they’ll	suggest	nearby	attractions	and	let	you	in	on	other	great	places	to	eat	in	Seattle.	Eat	delectable,	locally-made	ice	cream.	Their	seasonal	cinnamon	roll	flavor	topped	with	candied
hazelnuts	was	one	of	the	best	I’ve	had!		Google	Maps	(multiple	locations)	|	Phone:	(206)	294-4389	|	Website	|	Hours:	varies	depending	on	location,	generally	12	pm	–	10	pm	daily	You	can’t	go	wrong	with	a	trip	to	Molly	Moon’s	when	you’re	craving	ice	cream.	This	local,	woman-owned	Seattle	institution	has	standout	permanent	flavors.	In	my	humble
opinion,	the	salted	caramel	and	honey	lavender	are	perfection.	But	try	the	rotating	seasonal	flavors,	too!	Molly	Moon’s	sources	ingredients	locally.	The	mouthwatering	scent	of	its	fresh,	in-house	baked	waffle	cones	will	greet	you	when	you	approach	the	shop	(in	fact,	you	can	smell	it	from	a	block	away).	There’s	a	reason	you’ll	find	Seattleites	lined	up
for	this	ice	cream,	even	in	the	depths	of	winter	—	it’s	really	that	good.	Check	out	some	of	the	best	breweries	in	the	area.	My	top	pick	from	my	tasting	flight	at	Lucky	Envelope	Brewing	Seattle’s	brewery	scene	is	impressive	and	there	are	fantastic	places	to	grab	a	beer	in	every	neighborhood.	Whether	you’re	into	hoppy	IPAs,	rich	stouts,	or	something	in
between,	you’ll	be	happy	with	your	selections.		Want	to	go	brewery	hopping?	Ballard	is	a	good	place	to	start.	There,	you’ll	find	a	bunch	of	independent	Seattle	breweries	all	within	about	a	mile	of	each	other.	The	area	is	known	as	the	Ballard	Brewery	District.	Check	out	Stroup,	Reuben’s,	and	Lucky	Envelope	to	get	started	at	the	best.	Taste	some	of	the
best	seafood	you’ll	ever	have.	Pike	Place	Market	is	the	perfect	place	for	fresh	seafood	if	you	want	to	cook	it	yourself	Seattle	is	known	for	its	abundance	of	seafood.	You	can’t	go	wrong	with	Seattle’s	favorite	fish:	salmon.	Whether	you	get	it	smoked,	grilled,	or	prepared	another	way,	you’re	guaranteed	the	good	stuff.Try	some	clam	chowder	from	Pike
Place	Chowder	or	Ivars,	and	get	your	hands	on	some	Dungeness	crab	at	all	costs.	Oyster	lovers	have	a	lot	to	choose	from	and	can	get	started	at	The	Walrus	and	The	Carpenter.	Conveniently	reached	from	downtown	on	foot	or	with	a	quick	one-mile	ride	on	the	retro-cool	Seattle	Center	Monorail,	dynamic	Seattle	Center	contains	a	dazzling	array	of
world-class	arts	and	cultural	attractions.	Created	for	the	1962	World’s	Fair,	the	74-acre	campus	is	equal	parts	civic	plaza	and	social	hub.	In	addition	to	several	world-class	museums,	you’ll	find	a	bustling	food	hall,	lush	lawns	and	ornamental	trees,	alluring	art	installations,	graceful	fountains,	the	world’s	first	carbon-neutral	sports	arena,	and	some	of
Seattle’s	most	esteemed	theaters	and	concert	venues.	Get	your	bearings	and	prepare	for	jaw-dropping	views	of	the	city,	Elliott	Bay,	and	the	surrounding	mountains,	by	catching	a	43-second	elevator	ride	to	the	observation	deck	of	the	iconic	605-foot-tall	Space	Needle.	Back	on	the	ground,	check	out	several	outstanding	museums:	The	dazzling	indoor
and	outdoor	exhibits	at	Chihuly	Garden	and	Glass	showcase	the	colorful	art	of	locally	born,	world-renowned	glassblower	Dale	Chihuly.	Music,	science	fiction,	and	pop	culture	all	come	together	at	the	fascinating,	Frank	Gehry–designed	Museum	of	Pop	Culture,	whose	exhibits	cover	everything	from	the	history	of	indie	video	games	and	horror	films	to
Nirvana	and	Jimi	Hendrix.	At	the	family-friendly	Pacific	Science	Center,	explore	galaxies	near	and	far	in	the	planetarium,	get	up	close	and	personal	with	colorful	creatures	in	the	Tropical	Butterfly	House,	maneuver	a	two-ton	granite	ball,	and	much	more.	Among	the	top	echelon	of	dance	companies	in	the	world,	Pacific	Northwest	Ballet	performs	a
variety	of	classical	and	modern	shows	in	Seattle	Center’s	beautiful	McCaw	Hall,	which	also	hosts	performances	of	the	acclaimed	Seattle	Opera.	Nature	and	Wildlife	Tours	(94)Points	of	Interest	&	Landmarks	(53)Observation	Decks	&	Towers	(8)Museum	Tickets	&	Passes	(5)Airport	&	Hotel	Transfers	(72)Multi-day	&	Extended	Tours	(15)Architectural
Buildings	(11)Air,	Helicopter	&	Balloon	Tours	(5)Holiday	&	Seasonal	Tours	(3)	Seattle	is	a	vibrant	city	known	for	its	stunning	views,	rich	culture,	and	exciting	activities.	From	the	iconic	Space	Needle	to	the	beautiful	waterfront,	there’s	something	for	everyone.	Whether	you	love	art,	music,	or	the	great	outdoors,	Seattle	has	attractions	that	will	make
your	trip	unforgettable.	When	the	weather	is	clear,	the	views	of	Mount	Rainier	and	Puget	Sound	can	take	your	breath	away.In	this	guide,	we	will	be	sharing	some	of	the	best	things	to	do	in	Seattle.	You’ll	learn	about	amazing	places	to	visit,	fun	events	to	check	out,	and	tasty	foods	to	try.	Get	ready	to	make	the	most	of	your	Seattle	adventure!Things	to
Do	in	Seattle1.	Visit	Pike	Place	MarketPike	Place	Market	is	a	must-see	when	you’re	in	Seattle.	This	lively	market	is	famous	for	its	fresh	produce,	flowers,	and	unique	artisanal	products.	Walking	through	the	market,	you’ll	be	greeted	by	the	sounds	of	vendors	chatting	and	fishermen	throwing	fish.	It’s	a	real	treat	for	the	senses!You	can	discover	a	variety
of	food	stalls	offering	delicious	treats.	Try	local	favorites	like	clam	chowder,	handmade	pastries,	and	freshly	roasted	coffee.	Don’t	forget	to	check	out	the	iconic	“Flying	Fish”	stand,	where	skilled	fishmongers	expertly	toss	fish	to	each	other.The	market	is	also	home	to	the	original	Starbucks.	For	coffee	lovers,	it’s	a	fantastic	spot	to	grab	a	cup	while
soaking	in	the	historic	ambiance.	Nearby,	you’ll	find	the	quirky	gum	wall,	covered	in	colorful	chewing	gum	left	by	visitors.Pike	Place	Market	is	not	just	a	place	to	shop	but	a	cultural	hub.	Local	artisans	showcase	their	crafts,	and	street	performers	entertain	throughout	the	day.	It’s	a	great	place	to	immerse	yourself	in	Seattle’s	vibrant	community.Make
sure	to	visit	this	iconic	location	to	experience	the	essence	of	Seattle.	It’s	perfect	for	food	lovers,	shoppers,	and	anyone	looking	for	a	fun	day	out!Address:	85	Pike	St,	Seattle,	WA	98101.2.	Ascend	the	Space	NeedleThe	Space	Needle	is	an	iconic	part	of	Seattle’s	skyline.	Standing	at	605	feet	tall,	it	offers	breathtaking	views	of	the	city.	When	you	reach	the
top,	you	can	see	the	Puget	Sound,	Mount	Rainier,	and	the	Olympic	mountains	in	the	distance.	It’s	an	experience	you	won’t	forget!Visiting	the	Space	Needle	is	easy	and	exciting.	You	can	take	an	elevator	that	zooms	to	the	observation	deck	in	just	41	seconds.	Once	you	get	there,	make	sure	to	explore	the	outdoor	terrace.	The	glass	floor	allows	you	to
look	straight	down	at	the	ground	below!The	Space	Needle	is	especially	beautiful	at	sunset.	When	the	sky	changes	color,	the	views	are	truly	magical.	In	the	evening,	the	needle	lights	up,	creating	a	stunning	view	that	lights	up	the	night.Plan	your	visit	ahead	of	time.	Buy	a	ticket	online	to	avoid	long	lines	when	you	arrive.	And	don’t	forget	your	camera;
the	views	are	picture-perfect	at	every	angle!Address:	400	Broad	St,	Seattle,	WA	98109.3.	Explore	Chihuly	Garden	and	GlassChihuly	Garden	and	Glass	showcases	the	incredible	work	of	artist	Dale	Chihuly.	This	stunning	exhibition	features	large	glass	sculptures	in	a	beautiful	garden	setting.	As	you	walk	through,	you’ll	see	vibrant	installations	that	play
with	light	and	color.	Each	piece	is	unique!The	indoor	glasshouse	is	a	highlight.	It	features	a	stunning	display	of	colorful	glass	flowers	that	look	like	they	are	blooming	right	off	the	wall.	You’ll	be	mesmerized	by	the	play	of	light	through	the	glass	as	it	changes	with	the	sun.The	outdoor	garden	is	just	as	captivating.	Immense	glass	sculptures	rise	above
the	greenery,	creating	a	vivid	contrast	with	nature.	Every	corner	of	the	garden	offers	photo	opportunities,	so	have	your	camera	ready.The	venue	also	has	a	café	and	a	shop	where	you	can	find	Chihuly-inspired	gifts.	Even	if	you	only	have	a	short	time,	visiting	this	Garden	and	Glass	is	worth	it!Address:	305	Harrison	St,	Seattle,	WA	98109.4.	Take	Photos
at	Kerry	ParkKerry	Park	is	the	best	viewpoint	for	iconic	Seattle	photographs.	It	offers	stunning	views	of	the	Seattle	skyline,	the	Space	Needle,	and	Mount	Rainier.	Whether	you’re	a	professional	photographer	or	a	casual	visitor,	it’s	an	unmissable	spot!Visiting	Kerry	Park	is	especially	wonderful	at	sunrise	or	sunset.	The	city	lights	sparkle,	and	the
vibrant	colors	of	the	sky	create	breathtaking	backdrops.	It’s	a	favorite	for	both	locals	and	tourists,	so	come	early	to	grab	a	good	spot.Aside	from	the	views,	the	park	itself	is	beautiful.	You’ll	find	lovely	landscaping	with	flowers	and	benches	to	relax	on.	It’s	a	perfect	place	for	a	picnic	or	to	take	in	the	surroundings.While	you’re	in	the	neighborhood,	take	a
short	walk	around	Capitol	Hill,	known	for	its	vibrant	culture	and	cafes.	There’s	a	lot	to	explore,	making	it	easy	to	spend	a	lovely	afternoon	here.Address:	211	W	Highland	Dr,	Seattle,	WA	98102.5.	Discover	the	Museum	of	Pop	Culture	(MoPOP)The	Museum	of	Pop	Culture,	often	called	MoPOP,	is	an	exciting	place	to	explore	music,	science	fiction,	and
pop	culture!	Step	inside	to	see	fascinating	exhibits	dedicated	to	iconic	musicians	and	films.	It’s	a	fun	experience	for	everyone!One	of	the	highlights	is	the	music	hall,	where	you	can	learn	about	legends	like	Jimi	Hendrix	and	Nirvana.	The	interactive	displays	let	you	try	your	hand	at	playing	different	instruments,	making	it	an	engaging	visit.In	addition	to
music,	MoPOP	showcases	famous	film	memorabilia,	including	costumes	and	props	from	beloved	movies.	The	sci-fi	exhibit	is	especially	intriguing,	filled	with	iconic	items	from	franchises	like	Star	Wars	and	Star	Trek.The	building	itself	is	a	work	of	art.	Its	unique	design	and	colorful	exterior	reflect	the	creativity	within.	Plan	your	visit	during	one	of	their
special	events	or	concerts	for	even	more	fun!Address:	325	5th	Ave	N,	Seattle,	WA	98109.6.	Visit	the	Seattle	AquariumThe	Seattle	Aquarium	is	a	fantastic	destination	for	marine	enthusiasts!	Here,	you	can	explore	the	vibrant	underwater	world	of	the	Pacific	Northwest.	The	exhibits	feature	everything	from	playful	sea	otters	to	colorful	fish.	It’s	a	great
place	for	families	and	curious	visitors	alike!Don’t	miss	the	touching	pools	where	you	can	interact	with	sea	creatures.	You	can	gently	touch	the	starfish	and	sea	cucumbers,	learning	about	their	habitats	and	behaviors.	The	engaging	staff	often	offer	informative	talks	throughout	the	day,	making	your	visit	educational.The	underwater	dome	is	a	highlight,
providing	a	360-degree	view	of	the	aquatic	life	swimming	around	you.	It’s	mesmerizing	to	watch	the	fish	glide	through	the	water	above	your	head.The	aquarium	is	also	committed	to	conservation.	Learn	about	their	efforts	to	protect	and	preserve	marine	life.	A	visit	here	leaves	you	not	just	entertained	but	informed	and	inspired!Address:	1483	Alaskan
Way,	Pier	59,	Seattle,	WA	98101.7.	Relax	at	Alki	BeachAlki	Beach	is	the	perfect	spot	to	unwind	in	Seattle.	This	beautiful	stretch	of	sand	offers	stunning	views	of	the	city	skyline	and	Puget	Sound.	Whether	you	want	to	sunbathe,	take	a	stroll,	or	have	a	picnic,	it’s	an	ideal	place	to	enjoy	the	outdoors!Many	visitors	love	to	bike	or	rollerblade	along	the
designated	paths.	The	beachfront	is	lined	with	cozy	cafes	and	restaurants,	perfect	for	grabbing	a	bite	to	eat.	Try	some	local	seafood	while	enjoying	the	ocean	breeze!On	warm	days,	you	can	find	locals	playing	volleyball,	kayaking,	or	simply	soaking	up	the	sun.	The	beach	is	great	for	families,	with	plenty	of	room	for	kids	to	play.During	the	summer,	Alki
Beach	comes	alive	with	events	and	activities.	Check	the	schedule	for	live	music,	festivals,	and	movie	nights	on	the	sand.	It’s	a	vibrant	and	fun	atmosphere	you	won’t	want	to	miss.Address:	1702	Alki	Ave	SW,	Seattle,	WA	98116.8.	Wander	through	Capitol	HillCapitol	Hill	is	a	lively	neighborhood	full	of	culture	and	vibrant	energy.	Known	for	its	nightlife,
art,	and	diverse	dining	options,	it’s	a	hub	for	creativity	and	fun.	Strolling	through	the	streets,	you’ll	find	unique	shops,	cafes,	and	beautiful	murals	at	every	turn.The	area	is	particularly	popular	for	its	many	coffee	shops.	Spend	your	time	tasting	local	brews	while	admiring	the	artistic	vibes.	Capitol	Hill	is	also	known	for	its	LGBTQ+	friendly	atmosphere,
making	it	a	welcoming	spot	for	everyone!Take	some	time	to	explore	the	parks	scattered	throughout	the	area.	Volunteer	Park	offers	lovely	gardens	and	a	conservatory	featuring	exotic	plants.	It’s	a	peaceful	oasis	amid	the	urban	hustle.As	night	falls,	the	neighborhood	transforms.	Bars	and	clubs	come	alive,	offering	everything	from	live	music	to	dance
parties.	Whether	you	want	a	casual	night	or	an	adventurous	evening,	Capitol	Hill	has	something	for	you!Address:	Capitol	Hill,	Seattle,	WA	98102.9.	Visit	Ballard	Locks	and	Fish	LadderThe	Ballard	Locks	is	an	impressive	engineering	marvel	that	allows	boats	to	navigate	between	Puget	Sound	and	Lake	Washington.	Watching	boats	go	through	the	locks
is	fascinating	and	a	great	way	to	spend	a	few	hours.	The	surrounding	area	is	lovely,	with	beautiful	gardens	and	pathways	to	explore.The	fish	ladder	is	an	exhibit	of	nature	in	action!	Here,	you	can	see	salmon	migrating	upstream,	especially	during	the	summer	months.	It’s	an	amazing	sight	to	watch	these	fish	leap	towards	their	spawning
grounds!Education	is	key	at	this	location.	There	are	informative	signs	explaining	how	the	locks	work	and	details	about	the	different	types	of	fish	found	in	the	area.	It’s	a	fun	and	educational	experience	for	all	ages.The	park	surrounding	the	locks	is	perfect	for	picnicking	or	just	enjoying	the	outdoors.	Bring	your	lunch,	find	a	shady	spot,	and	relax	as	you
watch	the	boats	and	wildlife.Address:	3015	NW	54th	St,	Seattle,	WA	98107.10.	Chill	at	Gas	Works	ParkGas	Works	Park	offers	a	unique	blend	of	nature	and	industrial	history.	Once	an	old	gasification	plant,	it	has	transformed	into	an	expansive	park	with	sweeping	views	of	Lake	Union	and	the	city.	The	remnants	of	the	gas	plant	create	an	interesting
backdrop	for	a	day	outdoors.Bring	a	blanket	and	enjoy	a	leisurely	picnic	on	the	green	lawns.	The	park	has	a	large	playground	for	children	and	plenty	of	space	for	frisbee	games	or	kite	flying.	On	sunny	days,	everyone	gathers	here	to	soak	in	the	sunshine.For	a	more	active	outing,	try	cycling	or	jogging	along	the	lake’s	edge.	The	scenic	views	will	keep
you	motivated	as	you	exercise.	It’s	also	a	wonderful	spot	for	photographers	who	want	to	capture	the	beauty	of	Seattle.As	sunset	approaches,	the	park	becomes	magical.	The	colors	reflecting	on	the	water	create	a	picturesque	scene	you	won’t	want	to	miss.	It’s	a	perfect	way	to	end	your	day	in	Seattle!Address:	2101	N	Northlake	Way,	Seattle,	WA
98103.11.	Experience	the	Seattle	Art	MuseumThe	Seattle	Art	Museum	(SAM)	is	a	cultural	gem	in	the	heart	of	the	city.	With	a	diverse	collection	spanning	multiple	genres,	it’s	a	must-visit	for	art	lovers.	Inside,	you’ll	find	everything	from	Native	American	works	to	contemporary	art	from	global	artists.Each	visit	offers	something	new	to	discover.	The
rotating	exhibitions	bring	fresh	perspectives,	and	you	might	find	a	unique	installation	that	catches	your	eye.	SAM	often	hosts	events,	workshops,	and	guided	tours	for	visitors	of	all	ages.Don’t	forget	to	explore	the	museum’s	outdoor	art	pieces.	The	park	that	surrounds	SAM	has	installations	that	reflect	the	city’s	artistic	spirit.	It’s	a	beautiful	setting	to
relax	and	enjoy	art	in	a	different	form.The	museum	café	serves	delicious	meals,	perfect	for	a	break	during	your	visit.	After	enjoying	the	art,	a	warm	drink	and	snack	make	for	a	pleasant	end	to	your	experience.Address:	1300	1st	Ave,	Seattle,	WA	98101.12.	Watch	a	performance	at	Seattle	CenterSeattle	Center	is	a	vibrant	hub	of	activity	and	culture.
Known	for	the	famous	Space	Needle,	it	also	hosts	a	variety	of	performances	throughout	the	year.	You	can	catch	everything	from	theater	productions	and	concerts	to	dance	shows	and	festivals.The	center	includes	venues	like	McCaw	Hall	and	The	Seattle	Repertory	Theatre.	Check	their	schedules	to	find	events	that	match	your	interests.	It’s	a	great	way
to	engage	with	Seattle’s	thriving	arts	scene!During	warmer	months,	the	outdoor	spaces	come	alive	with	festivals	and	live	performances.	Local	musicians	and	artists	showcase	their	talents,	making	for	a	lively	atmosphere.	Bring	a	picnic	and	enjoy	the	sun	while	soaking	up	entertainment!Seattle	Center	is	also	home	to	Chihuly	Garden	and	Glass	and
MoPOP,	so	you	can	visit	more	than	one	attraction	in	a	day.	It’s	a	rich	cultural	experience	you	won’t	want	to	miss.Address:	305	Harrison	St,	Seattle,	WA	98109.13.	Enjoy	a	Ferry	Ride	to	Bainbridge	IslandA	ferry	ride	to	Bainbridge	Island	is	a	fantastic	way	to	see	Seattle	from	the	water.	The	journey	takes	about	35	minutes	and	offers	beautiful	views	of	the
skyline	and	surrounding	mountains.	Keep	your	camera	ready	as	the	scenery	is	stunning!Upon	arriving	at	Bainbridge	Island,	you’ll	find	charming	shops	and	restaurants.	Explore	the	quaint	downtown	area,	where	you	can	pick	up	local	crafts	or	enjoy	a	meal.	The	island	has	a	laid-back	atmosphere	perfect	for	a	day	trip.Nature	lovers	will	appreciate	the
many	trails	and	parks	eager	for	exploration.	The	Bloedel	Reserve	is	a	must-see,	featuring	beautiful	gardens	and	unique	landscapes.	It’s	a	peaceful	place	to	walk	and	enjoy	the	natural	beauty.Whether	you’re	looking	for	adventure,	relaxation,	or	shopping,	Bainbridge	Island	has	something	for	everyone.	After	a	day	of	exploration,	the	ferry	ride	back	to
Seattle	provides	a	lovely	end	to	your	visit.Address:	800	Alaskan	Way,	Pier	52,	Seattle,	WA	98104.14.	Go	Hiking	in	Discovery	ParkDiscovery	Park	is	Seattle’s	largest	green	space.	With	over	500	acres	of	forests,	beaches,	and	trails,	it’s	an	outdoor	lover’s	paradise.	The	park	offers	several	walking	paths	that	lead	you	to	stunning	views	of	Puget	Sound.The
lighthouse	at	the	end	of	the	beach	trail	is	a	picturesque	spot	for	photos.	You	can	watch	boats	pass	while	enjoying	the	salty	sea	breeze.	Many	visitors	come	here	to	connect	with	nature	away	from	the	city’s	hustle	and	bustle.Birdwatching	is	popular	at	Discovery	Park,	especially	during	migration	seasons.	Various	trails	wind	through	forests	where	you
might	spot	local	wildlife.	The	diverse	ecosystems	make	it	an	excellent	place	for	all	nature	lovers.Pack	a	picnic	and	find	a	quiet	area	to	enjoy	your	meal	surrounded	by	nature.	With	so	much	to	explore,	plan	to	spend	a	few	hours	here	to	make	the	most	of	your	visit!Address:	3801	Discovery	Park	Blvd,	Seattle,	WA	98199.15.	Discover	the	Fremont	TrollThe
Fremont	Troll	is	a	quirky	and	fun	landmark	residing	in	the	Freemont	neighborhood.	This	enormous	troll	sculpture,	clutching	a	real	Volkswagen	Beetle,	is	an	iconic	representation	of	the	area’s	artistic	spirit.	It’s	a	perfect	photo	opportunity!Visitors	are	often	surprised	by	the	troll’s	size	and	detail.	You	can	get	up	close	and	even	sit	on	the	troll’s	lap	for	a
fun	picture.	The	surrounding	park	offers	space	to	relax	and	enjoy	the	unique	artwork.This	piece	of	public	art	is	part	of	a	larger	community	art	movement.	Fremont	is	known	for	its	various	installations	and	sculptures,	so	spend	some	time	exploring	the	neighborhood.	Unique	shops	and	cafés	await	just	a	short	walk	away.Visiting	the	troll	is	a	great	way	to
embrace	Seattle’s	playful	side.	Don’t	forget	to	check	out	the	murals	and	street	art	nearby,	adding	to	the	eclectic	vibe	of	the	area!Address:	3405	Fremont	Ave	N,	Seattle,	WA	98103.16.	Explore	the	Seattle	Great	WheelThe	Seattle	Great	Wheel	is	a	giant	Ferris	wheel	located	on	Pier	57.	Standing	175	feet	tall,	it	offers	thrilling	views	of	the	waterfront	and
the	city.	Taking	a	ride	on	the	wheel	is	a	fun	way	to	see	Seattle	from	a	new	perspective!You	can	enjoy	both	day	and	night	rides.	During	the	day,	the	panoramic	views	of	the	city	and	mountains	are	breathtaking.	At	night,	the	city	sparkles	with	lights,	providing	a	romantic	setting	for	couples	and	families	alike.The	Great	Wheel	has	enclosed	gondolas,
ensuring	a	comfortable	ride	regardless	of	weather.	It’s	a	delightful	experience	for	people	of	all	ages.	While	you’re	at	the	pier,	check	out	the	nearby	shops	and	restaurants	for	more	excitement.A	ticket	for	a	ride	is	relatively	affordable	and	well	worth	the	view	it	provides.	Don’t	miss	this	delightful	attraction	on	your	visit	to	Seattle!Address:	1301	Alaskan
Way,	Seattle,	WA	98101.17.	Visit	the	Hiram	M.	Chittenden	LocksThe	Hiram	M.	Chittenden	Locks,	also	known	as	Ballard	Locks,	is	a	fascinating	attraction	where	you	can	witness	boats	traveling	between	salt	and	fresh	water.	It’s	a	unique	experience	to	watch	how	the	locks	work	to	raise	and	lower	vessels	to	different	levels.Grab	a	seat	on	the	viewing
platforms	to	see	the	action	up	close.	While	there,	you	can	learn	about	the	engineering	marvel	of	the	locks	through	informative	plaques.	It’s	an	educational	experience,	perfect	for	curious	minds.The	fish	ladder	is	another	highlight.	Here,	you	can	observe	salmon	swimming	upstream	during	migration	seasons.	It’s	mesmerizing	to	see	these	fish	in	their
natural	habitat!Surrounding	the	locks	are	beautiful	gardens,	ideal	for	a	relaxing	stroll.	Birdwatchers	will	also	enjoy	the	diverse	wildlife	in	the	area.	Bring	a	camera	for	plenty	of	photo	opportunities!Address:	3015	NW	54th	St,	Seattle,	WA	98107.18.	Stroll	through	the	Olympic	Sculpture	ParkThe	Olympic	Sculpture	Park	is	an	incredible	outdoor	space
where	art	meets	nature.	Set	against	the	stunning	backdrop	of	the	Puget	Sound,	this	park	features	large-scale	sculptures	that	are	free	to	explore.	It’s	a	lovely	spot	for	art	lovers	and	families	alike!The	paths	wind	through	beautifully	landscaped	gardens,	providing	a	peaceful	environment	to	enjoy	the	open	air.	The	park’s	location	also	presents	wonderful
views	of	the	Olympic	Mountains,	making	it	an	enjoyable	spot	to	take	photos.Many	sculptures	are	interactive,	allowing	visitors	to	touch	and	engage	with	the	art.	The	park	is	accessible	year-round,	providing	a	changing	landscape	with	every	season.	Bring	a	blanket	to	relax	on	the	grass	or	enjoy	a	picnic!Aside	from	the	art,	the	park	hosts	various	events
and	exhibits	throughout	the	year.	Keep	an	eye	on	the	schedule	for	special	activities	or	guided	tours.	It’s	a	cultural	hub	that	adds	depth	to	your	Seattle	experience.Address:	2901	Western	Ave,	Seattle,	WA	98121.19.	Relax	in	the	Washington	Park	ArboretumThe	Washington	Park	Arboretum	is	a	spectacular	230-acre	public	park	with	stunning	gardens
and	diverse	plant	collections.	This	beautiful	space	allows	visitors	to	escape	the	hustle	and	bustle	of	Seattle	while	enjoying	the	tranquility	of	nature.	Perfect	for	casual	strolls	and	picnics!You	can	wander	along	several	well-marked	trails,	discovering	unique	plants	native	to	the	Pacific	Northwest	and	around	the	world.	The	changing	seasons	bring
beautiful	colors,	making	every	visit	special.	Don’t	forget	your	camera	to	capture	the	picturesque	scenery!In	the	center	of	the	arboretum,	the	Japanese	Garden	is	a	tranquil	oasis.	Here,	you’ll	find	serene	ponds,	a	tea	garden,	and	lovely	paths.	It’s	an	exceptional	spot	for	relaxation	and	reflection.The	arboretum	is	free	to	enter	and	is	open	year-round.	It’s
a	great	place	for	families	to	explore	and	learn	about	plant	life.	Whether	you’re	looking	to	connect	with	nature	or	enjoy	some	quiet	time,	this	arboretum	is	a	gem!Address:	2300	Arboretum	Dr	E,	Seattle,	WA	98112.20.	Savor	Beverages	at	the	Starbucks	Reserve	RoasteryThe	Starbucks	Reserve	Roastery	is	a	must-visit	for	coffee	aficionados.	Located	in
Seattle,	this	unique	roastery	offers	a	one-of-a-kind	coffee	experience.	Step	inside	to	see	the	coffee	roasting	process	and	learn	about	the	origins	of	your	favorite	brews!The	atmosphere	is	welcoming,	with	an	upscale	design	that	reflects	the	artisanal	approach	to	coffee.	You	can	taste	exclusive	reserve	coffees	that	aren’t	available	anywhere	else.	It’s	a
feast	for	your	senses!In	addition	to	coffee,	the	roastery	features	a	bakery	with	delicious	treats.	Pair	your	drink	with	a	freshly	baked	pastry	for	a	heavenly	experience.	The	food	and	drink	options	are	carefully	curated	to	elevate	your	visit.Join	a	guided	tasting	experience	to	deepen	your	knowledge	of	coffee	flavors	and	brewing	methods.	Whether	you’re	a
devoted	coffee	lover	or	just	curious,	the	roastery	provides	a	rich	experience	that	you	won’t	forget!Address:	1124	Pike	St,	Seattle,	WA	98101.21.	Explore	the	Seattle	Underground	TourThe	Seattle	Underground	Tour	is	a	fascinating	dive	into	the	city’s	history.	Begin	your	journey	at	Pioneer	Square,	where	you’ll	learn	about	Seattle’s	early	days.	The	tour
takes	you	beneath	the	streets	to	explore	the	underground	passageways	that	were	once	the	ground	level	of	the	city.This	unique	experience	brings	history	to	life	with	stories	of	the	past.	Your	guide	will	share	entertaining	tales	of	the	pioneers	and	how	the	underground	was	created	after	a	major	rebuild	of	the	city	in	the	late	1800s.As	you	stroll	through
the	dimly	lit	tunnels,	you’ll	see	remnants	of	the	original	storefronts	and	streets.	It’s	a	captivating	glimpse	into	a	different	era	that	you	won’t	find	in	a	typical	tour.Be	prepared	for	a	fun	and	enlightening	experience;	the	tour	lasts	about	75	minutes.	Make	sure	to	wear	comfortable	shoes,	as	you’ll	be	walking	through	historical	sites	that	can	be
uneven.Address:	614	1st	Ave,	Seattle,	WA	98104.22.	Visit	the	Museum	of	History	and	Industry	(MOHAI)The	Museum	of	History	and	Industry,	or	MOHAI,	showcases	the	rich	history	of	Seattle	and	the	Pacific	Northwest.	Located	in	Lake	Union	Park,	the	museum	offers	interactive	exhibits	that	engage	visitors	of	all	ages.	It’s	an	intriguing	place	to	learn
more	about	the	area!One	major	highlight	is	its	collection	of	artifacts	that	tell	stories	of	innovation	and	progress.	From	shipping	and	fishing	to	technology,	each	exhibit	reveals	aspects	of	the	region’s	growth	and	transformation	over	time.The	museum	also	hosts	interesting	events	and	lectures,	keeping	the	experience	fresh	and	engaging	for	return
visitors.	Check	their	calendar	for	special	exhibits	or	community	days	that	add	to	your	visit.Admission	is	affordable,	and	the	museum	is	easily	accessible	by	public	transport.	Bring	the	whole	family	for	a	fun	and	educational	day	out.	You’ll	leave	feeling	enriched	and	inspired	by	Seattle’s	diverse	history!Address:	860	Terry	Ave	N,	Seattle,	WA	98109.23.
Attend	a	Mariners	Game	at	T-Mobile	ParkAttending	a	Mariners	game	at	T-Mobile	Park	is	an	exciting	experience	for	sports	fans!	The	stadium,	located	in	the	heart	of	Seattle,	provides	a	lively	atmosphere	for	baseball	lovers.	It’s	a	fantastic	way	to	enjoy	a	sunny	afternoon	or	evening	with	friends	or	family.Feel	the	thrill	as	you	cheer	for	the	home	team
while	enjoying	the	delicious	ballpark	snacks.	From	hot	dogs	to	garlic	fries	and,	of	course,	fresh	seafood,	there’s	a	variety	of	food	options	available.	Don’t	forget	to	grab	a	cold	drink	to	keep	cool!The	stadium	features	a	retractable	roof,	ensuring	games	go	on	rain	or	shine.	As	you	watch	the	game,	soak	in	both	the	action	on	the	field	and	the	beautiful
views	of	the	Seattle	skyline.	It’s	a	perfect	blend	of	sports	and	scenery!Whether	you’re	a	die-hard	fan	or	a	casual	observer,	the	energy	at	T-Mobile	Park	is	infectious.	Check	the	schedule	for	game	days	so	you	can	experience	the	excitement	firsthand	during	your	stay	in	Seattle!Address:	1250	1st	Ave	S,	Seattle,	WA	98134.24.	Enjoy	the	View	at	Queen
Anne	HillQueen	Anne	Hill	offers	some	of	the	best	views	of	the	Seattle	skyline.	This	residential	neighborhood	is	known	for	its	beautiful	historic	homes	and	stunning	overlook	points.	A	visit	here	is	a	must	for	anyone	wanting	to	capture	captivating	photos!The	best	viewpoint	is	at	Kerry	Park,	where	you	can	see	the	Space	Needle	and	the	skyline	against	a
backdrop	of	the	mountains.	It’s	an	iconic	spot,	especially	at	sunset,	making	it	perfect	for	photography	enthusiasts.While	you’re	in	the	area,	take	a	stroll	through	the	charming	streets.	There	are	lovely	cafes	and	shops	where	you	can	grab	a	bite	or	simply	aimlessly	wander	to	admire	the	architecture.	It’s	a	tranquil	escape	from	the	busier	city	areas.Don’t
rush	your	visit!	Spend	some	time	relaxing	in	the	parks	and	enjoying	the	neighborhood	vibe.	It’s	a	great	place	to	unwind	and	take	in	Seattle’s	beautiful	scenery.Address:	Queen	Anne,	Seattle,	WA	98109.25.	Experience	Local	Craft	Brews	in	BallardBallard	has	become	known	for	its	thriving	craft	beer	scene,	making	it	a	great	destination	for	beer	lovers.
The	neighborhood	is	home	to	several	trendy	breweries,	each	offering	a	unique	selection	of	local	brews	to	taste.	Gather	your	friends	for	a	fun	brewery	tour!Many	breweries	have	outdoor	seating	and	inviting	taprooms.	Spend	time	sampling	different	styles,	from	IPAs	to	stouts	and	barrel-aged	beers.	Brewery	staff	are	often	knowledgeable	about	the
brewing	process,	so	feel	free	to	ask	questions!Ballard	is	also	home	to	many	beer	events	and	festivals	throughout	the	year.	These	gatherings	showcase	local	talent	and	give	you	a	chance	to	discover	new	favorites.	Check	local	listings	for	any	events	happening	during	your	visit!Pair	your	drinks	with	food	from	nearby	restaurants.	Many	eateries	offer
delicious	dishes	that	perfectly	complement	the	local	brews.	Enjoying	great	food	and	drinks	with	friends	makes	for	a	memorable	Seattle	experience!Address:	Ballard,	Seattle,	WA	98107.Final	ThoughtsSeattle	offers	an	abundance	of	experiences	for	every	traveler.	Whether	you’re	exploring	iconic	landmarks	like	the	Space	Needle	or	immersing	yourself
in	art	and	culture,	there’s	something	for	everyone.	Enjoy	the	stunning	nature	that	surrounds	this	vibrant	city	and	delve	into	its	rich	history.As	you	wander	through	charming	neighborhoods	and	sample	delicious	local	cuisine,	Seattle	will	capture	your	heart.	Each	destination,	from	bustling	markets	to	serene	parks,	adds	to	the	charm	and	uniqueness	of
this	beautiful	city.	Your	visit	will	create	lasting	memories,	inspiring	you	to	return	again	and	again!To	discover	even	more	about	Washington,	you	can	explore	places	to	visit	in	Washington.	For	those	into	beer,	don’t	miss	out	on	the	best	breweries	in	Seattle	during	your	stay!	The	Emerald	City	may	not	be	known	for	fantastic	weather	year-round,	but
that’s	part	of	the	charm!	There’s	nothing	like	strolling	Pike	Place	on	a	drizzly	day	with	a	cup	of	coffee	in	hand	(some	of	the	best	in	the	world).	Or	enjoy	a	day	of	museum-hopping	followed	by	a	wine	tasting	on	the	Eastside	and	an	amazing	seafood	dinner.	And	honestly,	don’t	let	the	wet	weather	deter	you.	Bring	your	rain	gear	(but	leave	the	umbrella	at
home;	we	don’t	use	those	out	here),	get	out	and	explore	like	the	locals	do!	If	you	do	happen	to	visit	during	the	spectacular	summers	or	again,	don’t	mind	a	bit	of	rain,	there	are	plenty	of	outdoor	spaces	to	enjoy.	Take	in	city	views	at	Gas	Works,	sunbathe	at	Alki	Beach	or	escape	the	hustle	and	bustle	with	a	day	trip	to	Bainbridge	Island.	Seattle	will
surely	delight,	no	matter	what	kind	of	trip	you’re	looking	for.	From	parks	to	attractions	and	landmarks,	these	are	the	best	things	to	do	in	Seattle.	May	2025:	We’ve	added	a	couple	of	late-spring-early-summer	recommendations	to	our	list,	including	goings	on	at	the	Chihuly	Garden	and	Glass	Museum,	as	well	as	on	Bainbridge	Island	and	in	Fremont,
Capitol	Hill	and	Ballard.	This	guide	was	updated	by	Seattle-based	writer	Sydney	Baker.	At	Time	Out,	all	of	our	travel	guides	are	written	by	local	writers	who	know	their	cities	inside	out.	For	more	about	how	we	curate,	see	our	editorial	guidelines.		RECOMMENDED:฀		The	best	restaurants	in	Seattle฀	The	best	bars	in	Seattle☕	The	best	coffee	in	Seattle฀
The	best	breweries	in	Seattle		Where	to	eat	the	best	brunch	in	SeattleBy	entering	your	email	address	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy	and	consent	to	receive	emails	from	Time	Out	about	news,	events,	offers	and	partner	promotions.Awesome,	you're	subscribed!Thanks	for	subscribing!	Look	out	for	your	first	newsletter	in	your	inbox
soon!Photograph:	Courtesy	Space	Needle	LLCPhotograph:	Courtesy	Chihuly	Studio/Scott	Mitchell	LeenPhotograph:	Checubus	/	Shutterstock.comPhotograph:	ShutterstockPhotograph:	Courtesy	Marination	Ma	KaiPhotograph:	ShutterstockPhotograph:	ShutterstockPhotograph:	Brady	HarveyPhotograph:	ShutterstockPhotograph:	Ed
LaCassePhotograph:	Benjamin	BenschneiderPhotograph:	ShutterstockShow	moreShow	moreBy	entering	your	email	address	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy	and	consent	to	receive	emails	from	Time	Out	about	news,	events,	offers	and	partner	promotions.Awesome,	you're	subscribed!Thanks	for	subscribing!	Look	out	for	your	first
newsletter	in	your	inbox	soon!By	entering	your	email	address	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy	and	consent	to	receive	emails	from	Time	Out	about	news,	events,	offers	and	partner	promotions.Awesome,	you're	subscribed!Thanks	for	subscribing!	Look	out	for	your	first	newsletter	in	your	inbox	soon!Discover	Time	Out	original	videoBy
entering	your	email	address	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy	and	consent	to	receive	emails	from	Time	Out	about	news,	events,	offers	and	partner	promotions.	Awesome,	you're	subscribed!Thanks	for	subscribing!	Look	out	for	your	first	newsletter	in	your	inbox	soon!	Wa	Na	Wari	features	Black	art	as	part	of	the	organization's	mission
to	promote	Black	ownership	(of	land,	culture,	and	joy)	in	Seattle's	historically	red-lined	Central	District.	Works	of	all	types,	from	local	artists'	to	international	pieces,	hang	around	the	living	room	and	bedrooms	of	the	converted	house.	The	use	of	a	house	as	a	gallery	means	the	downstairs	exhibits	in	the	main	rooms	offer	plenty	of	space	for	grand	ideas,
while	the	smaller	bedroom	exhibits	upstairs	give	an	intimate	feel.	Bright	lights	and	a	multi-space	setup	makes	it	easy	to	explore	at	your	own	pace.	Friendly	staff	greet	visitors	from	the	porch,	but	do	little	more	than	a	welcome.	This	is	a	must-stop	for	anyone	who	cares	about	how	history,	art,	and	urban	geography	converge.A	35-minute	trip	from	the
Seattle	Ferry	Terminal,	Bainbridge	Island	makes	a	great	day	trip	for	families	or	couples,	even	on	a	short	stay	in	Seattle.	Whether	you	walk,	drive,	or	ride	your	bike	off	the	boat,	you’ll	arrive	in	downtown	Winslow	quickly.	From	there,	explore	the	bookstores,	coffee	shops,	clothing	boutiques,	and	cafés	that	line	Winslow	Way,	or	head	to	Waterfront	Park
and	City	Dock	for	an	easy	hike	along	the	shore.	Extend	your	stay	with	dinner	at	Ba	Sa,	a	modern	Vietnamese	restaurant	infused	with	regional	ingredients,	and	stay	the	night	at	the	fairytale-evoking	Eagle	Harbor	Inn.
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