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UFC	319	is	set	to	go	down	on	Saturday,	August	16	at	the	United	Center	in	Chicago,	Illinois.	With	major	storylines	and	high-stakes	matchups,	the	card	promises	to	be	one	of	the	most	anticipated	events	of	the	year.	In	the	main	event,	reigning	middleweight	champion	Dricus	Du	Plessis	defends	his	title	against	the	undefeated	and	dangerous	Khamzat
Chimaev.	Despite	being	one	of	the	most	dominant	forces	across	any	weight	class	or	promotion,	Chimaev’s	rise	has	been	repeatedly	interrupted	by	serious	health	issues,	some	of	which	have	threatened	to	end	his	career.	Still,	all	eyes	will	be	on	him	as	he	looks	to	finally	capture	UFC	gold.	On	the	other	side,	Du	Plessis	has	proven	time	and	again	that	he’s
built	for	championship-level	wars	and	shouldn’t	be	overlooked.	Originally	slated	to	face	Movsar	Evloev	in	July,	Aaron	Pico	will	now	make	his	long-awaited	UFC	debut	in	the	co-main	event	against	Lerone	Murphy.	Though	the	opponent	has	changed,	the	stakes	remain	high	as	Pico	is	still	fighting	for	a	number	next	to	his	name.	Murphy	is	undefeated	and
currently	holds	a	spot	in	the	featherweight	division’s	top	10.	You	can	catch	all	the	action	live	on	PPV,	exclusively	through	ESPN+.	Date:	Saturday,	August	16	Start	Time:	Early	Prelims:	6:00	PM	EST	Prelims:	8:00	PM	EST	Main	Card:	10:00	PM	EST	Location:	United	Center	—	Chicago,	Illinois	How	to	Watch:	Main	Card	(ESPN+	PPV)	Prelims	(ESPN	&
ESPN+)	Early	Prelims	(ESPN+)	###ARTICLEKhamzat	Chimaev	crowned	middleweight	champion	in	dominant	fashion	against	Dricus	du	Plessis	at	UFC	319,	but	who	can	stop	the	new	champ	from	a	dominant	run?	Du	Plessis	had	control	for	just	21:40	of	a	25-minute	fight	but	was	unable	to	recover.	Chimaev	scored	a	takedown	in	under	30	seconds	and
dominated	the	bout.	Murphy	knocked	out	Pico	cold	with	a	picture-perfect	back	elbow	in	Round	1.	Prates	beat	Neal	via	spinning	elbow	in	Round	1.	Elliott	submitted	Asakura	via	guillotine	choke.	Khamzat	Chimaev	(14-0)	earned	the	title	by	defeating	du	Plessis.	Chimaev's	last	bout	saw	him	submit	Whittaker.	Murphy	called	for	a	title	shot	against
Volkanovski	in	December.	Prates	beat	Neal	via	spinning	elbow.	Elliott	won	via	submission.	Khamzat	Chimaev	will	host	UFC’s	first	event	in	Chicago	since	2019	on	August	16,	2025.Khamzat	Chimaev	beat	Dricus	Du	Plessis	by	unanimous	decision	in	their	5	round	contest	during	the	main	event	of	UFC	319.	The	scorecards	were	announced	in	favor	of	the
winner	Khamzat	Chimaev.	The	fight	was	scheduled	to	take	place	over	5	rounds	in	the	Middleweight	division,	which	meant	the	weight	limit	was	185	pounds	(13.2	stone	or	83.9	KG).	This	contest	was	for	the	UFC	Middleweight	championship.	Lerone	Murphy	was	victorious	over	Aaron	Pico	with	a	KO	in	their	Featherweight	contest.	On	the	main	card,
Geoff	Neal	lost	to	Carlos	Prates	by	knockout	in	a	Welterweight	bout,	Jared	Cannonier	was	overcome	by	Michael	Page	by	decision	at	Middleweight,	and	Tim	Elliott	was	victorious	over	Kai	Asakura	with	a	submission	in	their	Lightweight	contest.	Baysangur	Susurkaev	beat	Eric	Nolan	with	a	submission	in	a	Middleweight	bout.	Gerald	Meerschaert	was
overcome	by	Michal	Oleksiejczuk	with	a	KO	at	Middleweight,	Jessica	Andrade	was	defeated	by	Lupita	Godinez	on	points	in	their	Women’s	Strawweight	contest.	Alexander	Hernandez	beat	Chase	Hooper	with	a	KO	in	a	Lightweight	fight.	Edson	Barboza	was	overcome	by	Drakkar	Klose	on	points	in	a	Lightweight	bout,	Karine	Silva	was	victorious	over
Dione	Barbosa	by	decision	at	Women’s	Flyweight,	and	Alibi	Idiris	lost	to	Joseph	Morales	with	a	submission	in	their	Flyweight	contest.paraphrased	text	here	Dricus	du	Plessis	is	set	to	face	Khamzat	Chimaev	at	UFC	319,	which	could	be	a	game-changer	for	his	career.	The	title	fight	will	test	du	Plessis's	unconventional	pressure-striking	style	against
Chimaev's	wrestling-heavy	approach.	Du	Plessis	has	been	training	hard	and	aims	to	prove	himself	as	one	of	the	top	pound-for-pound	fighters	in	the	world.	Meanwhile,	Chimaev	is	chasing	his	first	title	win	after	weight-cut	issues	delayed	his	rise	to	fame.	A	victory	for	du	Plessis	would	demonstrate	the	effectiveness	of	his	pressure-striking	strategy
against	elite	grapplers.	For	Chimaev,	capturing	the	title	would	validate	his	wrestling-heavy	approach	and	propel	him	into	the	pantheon	of	all-time	greats.	Both	fighters	have	impressive	stats	-	Du	Plessis	lands	6.12	significant	strikes	per	minute	at	50.6%	accuracy,	while	Chimaev	boasts	a	staggering	4.31	takedown	average	at	46.7%	success.	The
upcoming	fight	is	expected	to	be	intense,	with	du	Plessis	backing	up	to	take	on	the	wrestling-heavy	Chimaev.	The	UFC	319	event	will	take	place	in	Chicago	and	can	be	watched	live	on	ESPN+	PPV	or	streamed	on	Kayo	Sports.	Fans	attending	the	event	can	secure	tickets	here.
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