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If you are on the lookout for great storytelling but dont want to commit to a full-length novel, then short story collections are the answer. Whether its just before bed, during your commute, or waiting to see your doctor, small chunks of time are perfect for reading short stories.Here we have gathered thirty-one of the best short stories and collections,
from all sorts of backgrounds and sources, to help you grow your To Be Read pile. For your convenience, we've divided this post into two parts: 1. the ten best free short stories to read right now, and 2. best short story collections. Feel free to jump to the section that you prefer!If you're feeling overwhelmed by the number of great short stories out
there, you can also take our 30-second quiz below to narrow it down quickly and get a personalized short story recommendation Which short story should you read next? Discover the perfect short story for you. Takes 30 seconds! Free Short Stories to Read Right NowThese individual short stories are the best of the best and the even better news is
that they're available for free online for you to peruse. From classics published in the 1900s to a short story that exploded in late 2017, here are ten of the greatest free short stories for you to read. 1. Lamb to the Slaughter by Roald DahlWhile not exactly a philosophical or political tale like our first two examples, this twisty short story from Dahl does
delve into some shady moral territory. We are introduced to Mary Maloney: a loving wife and dedicated homemaker. In just a few short paragraphs describing how she welcomes her husband home, Dahl makes us sympathize with Mary before a rash act turns her life upside down and takes the reader with her on a dark journey.For those who havent
read it, we wont spoil the rest. However, its safe to say that Dahl serves up a fiendish twist on a platter.2. The Lottery by Shirley JacksonA perennial feature in many a high school syllabus, Shirley Jacksons best-known short story clinically details an unusual ritual that takes place in a small town. Theres not exactly a lot of plot to spoil in The Lottery
but within a few short pages, Jackson manages to represent the mob mentality that can drive reasonable people to commit heinous acts.3. How to Become a Writer by Lorrie MooreTold in the second person point of view, this story from Moores debut anthology Self-Help takes an honest look at the inner life of a struggling artist. Through the use of an
unusual POV, the author manages to turn her reader into a confidante making it abundantly clear that the you the narrator is speaking about is actually herself. This story is a standout, but the entire collection is well worth a read for its insight, humor, and disregard for literary norms.4. Cat Person by Kristen RoupenianIn the Social Media Age, no
short story has gone viral the way this New Yorker contribution from Roupenian has. Arriving at the height of #MeToo, it begins with 20-year-old Margot embarking on the early stages of flirtation with an older man, Robert. As she gets to know more about this man (as well as filling in the gaps with her imagination), the power dynamic in their
relationship starts to fluctuate.Lauded for its portrayal of Margots inner life and the fears many modern women face when it comes to dating, it also has its fair share of detractors many are critical of the central character, some are downright outraged by the storys success. Still, this story undeniably struck a chord with the reading public, and will
likely remain relevant for some time.5. Cathedral by Raymond CarverFirst published in The Atlantic Monthly in 1981, Cathedral is today known as one of Raymond Carvers finest works. When it opens, we meet a narrator whose wife is expecting a visit from an old friend, a blind man. Dissatisfied and distrusting of people not like him, our narrator
struggles to connect until the blind man asks him to describe a cathedral to him.Cathedral is one of Carvers own personal favorites, and deservedly so. His characteristic minimalist style is devastating as the story builds up to a shattering moment of emotional truth an ultimate reminder that no-one else can capture the quiet sadness of working-class
people like him.6. A Good Man Is Hard to Find by Flannery OConnorInnocuously titled, A Good Man Is Hard to Find is nevertheless Flannery OConnors bleakest and most famous work. It begins unassumingly with a Southern family whos planning to go on a road trip. Yet the journey is rudely interrupted when their car overturns on an abandoned dirt
road and they are met by an enigmatic group of three men, coming up over the far hill. This short story inspired some strong reactions from the public upon publication and the conversation continues today as to its frank depiction of the nature of good and evil. Again, we wont spoil anything for you, except to say that A Good Man Is Hard to Find is
well worth your time.7. Symbols and Signs by Vladimir NabokovThe famous author of Lolita wrote Signs and Symbols in 1948. Its premise is seemingly simple: an elderly couple visits their mentally ill son in the sanatorium in America. Yet their background and trials come into sharp focus as the story develops, until an explosive ending disrupts
everyones peace of mind.As you might expect, the somber Symbols and Signs diverges sharply from Lolita in terms of both tone and subject but its ending will keep you awake at night thinking about its implications.8. Sticks by George SaundersNot so much a short story as it is flash fiction, Sticks is written from the perspective of a young man whose
father has an unusual habit: dressing up a crucifix thats built of out a metal pole in the yard. One of Americas greatest living short story writers, George Saunders explained: "For two years I'd been driving past a house like the one in the story, imagining the owner as a man more joyful and self-possessed and less self-conscious than myself. Then one
day I got sick of him and invented his opposite, and there was the story."The result is a masterful piece of fiction that builds something out of seemingly nothing all in the space of only two paragraphs.9. The Veldt by Ray Bradburylf theres anyone who you can trust to deliver thought-provoking, terrifying science fiction on the regular, its Ray
Bradbury. In The Veldt, George and Lydia Hadley have bought an automated house that comes with a nursey, or a virtual reality room. Worried about the nurserys effect on the kids, George and Lydia think about turning off the nursey but the problem is that their children are obsessed with it.As an ominously prescient prediction of the downside of
technology, The Veldt is a short and shining example of how Ray Bradbury was an author before his time.10. Flowers for Algernon by Daniel KeyeslIn this classic short story, we are privy to the journals of Charlie Gordon, a cleaner with an IQ of 68. ("I reely wantd to lern I wantid it more even then pepul who are smarter even then me. All my life I
wantid to be smart and not dumb.) Charlies luck changes when he is selected for an experiment that purports to turn him into a genius but everything that goes up must come down in the end.Flowers for Algernon won the Hugo Award in 1960 for its groundbreaking presentation. Heartbreaking and rich with subtle poignance, it is likely to remain a
staple for centuries to come.Best Short Story Collections to Devourlf you'd like many short stories at your fingertips all at once, short story collections are where you should look. Here, we've collected 21 of the best short story collections along with the standout story in each volume. 11. A Manual for Cleaning Women by Lucia Berlin Although
published only a couple of years ago, the 43 short stories in this posthumous collection were written throughout Berlins entire life. Combining humor, grit, wit, and melancholy, her vibrant short stories follow a series of women in different occupations from cleaning women to ER nurses all struggling to survive. Standout Story: A Manual for Cleaning
Women 12. Blow-up and Other Stories by Julio Cortzar First published in 1967 under the title End of the Game and Other Stories, this collection includes fifteen short stories from the Argentine author Julio Cortzar. In it, Cortzar showcases his masterful use of language to tell vivid (if often bizarre) stories that seem to not make much sense at least not
at first glance.Standout Story: House Taken Over 13. Drifting House by Krys Lee Published in 2012, this short story collection by Krys Lee offers a poignant glimpse into the Korean immigrant experience. Crossing decades and continents, the stories show children and adults alike as they face their pasts and fight for survival in less than ideal
conditions.Standout Story: Drifting House 14. Dubliners by James Joyce If youve ever wondered what life was like in Ireland at the beginning of the 20th century, then look no further. The fifteen short stories in this collection form a vivid image of traditional Irish middle-class life at the height of Irish nationalism, and these middle-class citizens
desperate search for identity. Published in 1914, Dubliners was the first outing for several characters who eventually make their way into Ulysses, Joyces magnum opus. Standout Story: The Dead 15. Everythings Eventual: 14 Dark Tales by Stephen King Featuring some truly dark and horrific denouements, this short story collection includes three
award-winning stories, one of which won the O. Henry Award for best short story of the year in 1996. Each story also includes personal commentary by King himself!Standout Story: Riding the Bullet 16. Ficciones by Jorge Luis Borges Written between 1941 and 1956, Ficciones compiles the most popular short stories of Argentine writer Jorge Luis
Borges. First translated into English in 1962, the collection is divided into two parts and contains seventeen different stories full of labyrinths (both literal and metaphorical), philosophical issues, and whole universes where reality blends with myth, legend, history, and fantasy to the point that its nearly impossible to tell whats real and whats
not.Standout Story: The Garden of Forking Paths 17. Florida by Lauren Groff With stories spanning towns and even centuries, Florida features a that is none other than that sultry mistress, the Sunshine State. Swamps, hurricanes, snakes, gators, unyielding heat, and permanent swarms of bugs intertwine with the lives of unsuspecting humans in tales
of survival, motherhood, and abandonment with a vivid sense of place that is both ingenious and relevant.Standout Story: Above and Below 18. Fragile Things: Short Fictions and Wonders by Neil Gaiman Published in 2006, this collection includes over 30 short stories, poems, and novellas full of Gaimans magical and imaginative creations. It won the
Locus Award in 2007 for Best Collection and several of the individual stories have also won the Locus and Hugo Awards.Standout Story: The Flints of Memory Lane 19. Kiss Kiss by Roald Dahl If youre expecting Matilda or Willy Wonka sequels, then think again. While it may be the same author, thats where the similarities end; the twelve stories in
this collection are geared toward a much more adult audience, full of sinister undertones and packed with revenge, lies, death, and the darker sides of human nature. Standout Story: The Pig 20. Men Without Women by Haruki Murakami From the author of Norwegian Wood comes this recent collection of seven stories that deal with loss and
loneliness. These melancholic tales focus primarily on despairing men who are left to cope with the loss of their loved ones.Standout Story: Samsa in Love 21. Nine Stories by J.D. Salinger Chances are youve heard of Salingers The Catcher in the Rye, but did you know that he also wrote short stories? In this collection youll find (surprise!) nine stories
that showcase Salingers brilliant writing the same writing that made his magnum opus a classic of American literature.Standout Story: For Esme - With Love and Squalor 22. Rashmon and Seventeen Other Stories by Rynosuke Akutagawa With one of the most prestigious Japanese literary prizes named after him, there are few who can match
Akutagawas legacy when it comes to short stories. This collection includes eighteen stories that range from traditional tales of Samurai and Shoguns to autobiographical accounts, all of which combine the humor, cynicism, and rich imagery that characterize Akutagawas writing.Standout Story: In a Bamboo Grove 23. Runaway by Alice Munro This
award-winning collection features eight stories by Canadian author Alice Munro. With straightforward and accessible prose, Munro tells stories of women and their relationships with strong themes of love, friendship, and motherhood, among others. Aptly named, the idea of running away is another theme found throughout these stories.Standout
Story: Runaway 24. Strange Pilgrims by Gabriel Garca Mrquez Written between 1976 and 1982, the twelve stories in this collection have one theme that joins them: Latin Americans adrift in Europe. Using the magical realism that characterizes most of his writing, Garca Mrquez, a giant in Latinx literature, explores the feelings of melancholy, wonder,
sorrow, and ambition that define the migrant experience.Standout Story: The Trail of Your Blood in the Snow 25. The Collected Stories by Grace Paley This 1994 National Book Award finalist brings together stories from The Little Disturbances of Man, Enormous Changes at the Last Minutes, and Later the Same Day, three previous collections by
Paley. With changing points of view and a poignant voice, this collection features character-driven stories that intertwine humor with social and political issues as we follow the lives and relationships of people living in the Bronx.Standout Story: A Man Told Me the Story of His Life 26. The Complete Short Stories of Ernest Hemingway by Ernest
Hemingway This posthumous collection is divided into three parts and includes all seventy of Hemingways short stories definitely a treat for all short story lovers out there. The first part contains all the stories from First Forty-Nine Stories. The second one contains stories published in other books, magazines, or independently throughout the authors
life. The third one is a collection of seven previously unpublished stories, some of which are unfinished or are excerpts. In his short fiction, Hemingway paints a vivid image of human nature though happiness and loss that will keep readers turning pages.Standout Story: Hills Like White Elephants 27. The Complete Stories by Flannery OConnor
Published posthumously in 1972, OConnors Complete Stories actually won the National Book Award that same year. This collection includes 31stories, twelve of which had never been included in any of OConnors previous collections. They are told from the perspective of characters from the American South, as they deal with social issues like racism,
religious hypocrisy, gender roles, and more.Standout Story: A Good Man is Hard to Find 28. The Essential Tales of Chekhov by Anton Chekhov With a rich narrative that provides social commentary and depicts frequent class conflicts, this volume collects twenty of the two hundred short stories that Chekhov wrote throughout his short life. All the
stories in the collection were written between 1886 and 1899 the authors most fruitful years and although they are over one hundred years old today, they capture life in such a way that still feel relevant and fresh.Standout Story: The Lady with the Dog 29. The Refugees by Viet Thanh Nguyen From Pulitzer Prize winner Thanh Nguyen comes this
collection of eight short stories that are all about immigration, in particular that of Vietnamese refugees who have moved to the US. However, instead of describing the hardships of their trips, Nguyen focuses on the lives theyve established in their new country. Each story demonstrates a unique immigrant experience as characters move between
cultures, countries, relationships, memories, and emotions.Standout Story: Id Love You to Want Me 30. The Thing Around Your Neck by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie This collection of twelve short stories by award-winning writer Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie takes place in Nigeria, the authors birthplace, as well as the United States. The stories
showcase the lives of men, women, and children who have either immigrated to the U.S. or have family who have done so, and how their experiences have shaped their individual relationships along the way.Standout Story: The Thing Around Your Neck 31. The Youngest Doll by Rosario Ferr Rosario Ferre is one of the most influential women writers
in the Spanish language. The sixteen stories in this collection display a masterful use of language and fertile imagination, while criticizing and deconstructing the roles of hispanic women in a very traditional and patriarchal society. Ferres stories are set in Puerto Rico, her native country, and the author herself translated her own works.Standout
Story: When Women Love Men***Ready to write your own short story? Check out these short story ideas for all your inspiration needs. In the mesmerizing world of storytelling, where every word builds a colourful fabric of lessons and inspiration, we present 30 Engaging Moral Stories in English. These arent simply stories, theyre lights of knowledge,
each with a significant lesson at its centre.These stories provide vital insights into the human experience and the values that define our lives, from the uplifting experiences of loving animals to the journeys of outstanding men. Join us on an unforgettable journey through theseengaging stories, each storyindicated to leave you with a useful lesson that
you may keep with you throughout your lifes chapters.In a jungle, there lived a wise and kind elephant named Ellie. Animals from all around sought her advice because she was known for her gentle wisdom.One day, Leo, a young and boastful lion, challenged Ellie to a strength contest. But Ellie proposed a different challenge to make the most animals
smile in a day.Leo roared at the animals, trying to make them smile, but they were too scared. Ellie, on the other hand, listened to their problems and shared her wisdom, bringing smiles to their faces. By the end of the day, Ellie had won the contest.Leo realized that true greatness was not just about strength but also about kindness and wisdom. He
asked Ellie to teach him, and from that day on, he became a wiser and kinder king.Moral: True greatness comes from kindness and wisdom, not just physical strength.In a small village, there lived a poor but talented artist named Mia. She dreamed of a magic paintbrush that could bring her paintings to life. One day, an old man gave her a magical
paintbrush.Mia began to create beautiful paintings, and every stroke of the brush made her creations come alive. She used this power to help her village, making food and shelter for those in need.But word of her magic paintbrush reached a greedy king who demanded it for himself. Mia refused, and the king grew angry. He sent his soldiers to take
the brush by force. When they tried, the brush painted a fierce storm, and the soldiers fled.Mia, realizing the brushs potential for misuse, decided to hide it where no one could find it. She continued to use her art to bring happiness and prosperity to her village, teaching them that true magic lies in kindness and creativity.Moral: True magic is found in
kindness and creativity, not in material possessions.Once, there was a boy named Sam who found three different seeds. He decided to plant them in his garden.The first seed grew into a tall, strong tree that bore delicious fruits. Sam shared the fruits with the hungry villagers, and they were grateful.The second seed grew into a small but sturdy bush
covered in colourful flowers. Sam used these flowers to make perfumes and oils, creating a successful business that supported his family.The third seed, however, yielded only thorns and weeds. Sam considered uprooting it, but he decided to give it another chance. He removed the thorns and took good care of it. Over time, the patch turned into a
beautiful garden with fragrant flowers and herbs, becoming a place of peace for the villagers.Moral: With patience and care, even seemingly unpromising situations can turn into something beautiful.In a serene pond, there was a beautiful white swan named Sarah. She was known for her grace and kindness to all the creatures in the pond.One winter,
a poor, injured crow named Cody asked Sarah for help. Despite their differences, Sarah allowed Cody to share her nest and fed him with her beak. She nursed him back to health.As Cody regained his strength, he became greedy and wanted Sarahs nest for himself. He tricked Sarah into leaving by telling her about a supposedly better lake. When she
arrived, she found it was polluted and inhospitable.Sarah returned to her old pond, tired and weak, but the other animals had seen her kindness and Codys betrayal. They chased Cody away, and Sarah was welcomed back with open wings.Moral: Kindness and gratitude are rewarded with true friendship and support.On a vast beach, a young boy
named Liam spent his days picking up stranded starfish and throwing them back into the ocean. A man passing by asked, Why bother? You cant save them all. What difference does it make?Liam picked up another starfish, tossed it into the water, and replied, It made a difference to that one.He continued his mission, saving as many starfish as he
could, one at a time, while the man watched in silence.Moral: Small acts of kindness can make a big difference, even if we cant help everyone.In a peaceful forest, there lived a squirrel named Sammy. Sammy was known for being very greedy. He would collect far more acorns than he needed, leaving his fellow animals with fewer to gather.One day, a
wise old owl named Olivia noticed Sammys behaviour and decided to teach him a lesson. She offered Sammy a deal. She would give him a magical bag that could hold as many acorns as he wanted, but it came with a catch. For every acorn he put in, he had to give one to his friends.At first, Sammy grumbled but agreed to the deal. As he began sharing
with his friends, he noticed something amazing. The more he gave, the more his friendships grew, and the happier he felt. In the end, he realized that being greedy had never brought him happiness, but sharing and kindness did.Moral: Sharing and kindness lead to true happiness, while greed leaves you empty.In a sunny garden, there was a beautiful
sunflower named Sunny. She was the tallest and brightest in the garden, and all the other flowers looked up to her.One day, a tiny daisy named Daisy was struggling to grow because she wasnt getting enough sunlight. Sunny noticed Daisys predicament and leaned her head to provide shade and warmth. Daisy began to thrive with Sunnys help.As the
days passed, Sunnys stem grew weaker, and her petals began to droop. She sacrificed her own well-being to help Daisy. When the other flowers saw what Sunny had done, they rallied around her, providing support and nourishment.Sunny may have lost some of her bright petals, but she gained something more valuable: the love and gratitude of her
fellow flowers.Moral: True beauty lies not in appearances but in the kindness and care we show to others.In a busy toyland, there was a little blue engine who loved to help others. She wasnt the biggest or the strongest, but she had a determined spirit. One day, a big toy train needed to be pulled over a high mountain, but the strong engines refused,
saying it was too heavy.The little blue engine stepped forward and said, I think I can. With great effort and determination, she started pulling the heavy load up the steep mountain, repeating to herself, I think I can, I think I can.Despite the challenge, the little blue engine persevered and successfully carried the load over the mountain. She had shown
that determination and a positive attitude could accomplish great things.Moral: With determination and a positive attitude, even the smallest can achieve great feats.In a forest, a clever fox named Felix watched a crow perched on a tree branch with a delicious piece of cheese in its beak. The crow felt proud of its prized possession.Felix wanted the
cheese and hatched a cunning plan. He praised the crows beautiful voice, saying, Im sure your singing is as lovely as your appearance. Please, sing a song for me.Flattered, the crow opened its beak to sing, and the cheese fell to the ground. Felix quickly grabbed it and ran away.The crow learned a valuable lesson: beware of flattery and vanity, for
they can lead to ones downfall. Moral: Dont be easily swayed by flattery and always stay humble.In a meadow, there were two insects, an ant and a grasshopper. The ant was diligent and spent the summer gathering food, preparing for the coming winter. The grasshopper, however, spent the summer singing and playing, believing there was plenty of
time.When winter arrived, the ant had a cosy burrow filled with food. The grasshopper, on the other hand, had nothing and was cold and hungry.The ant shared some of its food with the grasshopper, but the grasshopper had learned the importance of preparation the hard way.Moral: Hard work and preparation pay off in the long run, while
procrastination leads to difficulties.In a dark forest, there was a little firefly named Finn. Finn had a unique gift he could light up the night with his glowing tail. One day, he noticed a group of lost animals struggling to find their way in the dark.Finn decided to help them by lighting up their path. He guided them safely back to their homes. Word of
Finns kindness quickly spread, and soon, animals from all over the forest would seek his assistance.Finn realized that his gift was meant to be shared with others to make their lives brighter. He spent his nights helping those in need, bringing warmth and comfort to the forest.Moral: Sharing your unique talents and helping others can brighten not
only their lives but also your own.In a vast field of wildflowers, there stood a tall and vibrant sunflower named Sam. Sam was so proud of his height that he looked down on the smaller flowers and refused to mingle with them.As time passed, Sam grew lonely, and his surroundings became dull. The other flowers thrived in the community and enjoyed
each others company, sharing the beauty of the field.One day, a little girl visited the field and picked a sunflower to take home. She chose a small, humble flower rather than the tall, proud Sam. Sam realized that it was his arrogance that kept him from being chosen.Moral: True beauty is not in how tall or big you are but in how you treat others and
the community you build.In a serene pond, there lived a timid turtle named Timmy. He was always afraid of trying new things and facing challenges. Timmys friends often played games and explored the pond, but he hesitated.One day, the pond experienced a severe drought, and the water level dropped dangerously low. Timmy realized he needed to
be brave and find a way to save the pond and his friends.He set out on a journey, confronting his fears along the way. Timmy met other animals, and together, they dug channels to bring water back to the pond. Timmy had learned that being brave was not about being fearless but about facing your fears when it mattered.Moral: True bravery is not
the absence of fear but the ability to overcome it when needed.In a lush jungle, a clever monkey named Max and a crocodile named Clyde were best friends. They shared many happy moments together. But one day, Clydes wife, Clara, craved a monkeys heart as a special treat.Clyde didnt want to harm his friend, Max, but he was afraid to tell his wife.
So he invited Max to visit his home on the other side of the river. Max, being clever, suspected something was amiss and devised a plan.Max told Clyde he left his heart on the tree. When they reached the middle of the river, Max pointed to the tree and said, My heart is there, on that branch. Clyde, wanting to please Clara, swam back to the tree, and
Max escaped.Max learned that cleverness could save him from even the trickiest situations, and Clyde realized the importance of being honest with his loved ones.Moral: Cleverness, when used wisely, can help you out of challenging situations, but honesty is essential in any friendship.In a busy town, there were two builders, Rick and Chris. Rick
always took shortcuts and used cheap materials to build his houses quickly. Chris, on the other hand, put in time and effort to create sturdy, high-quality homes.People were initially drawn to Ricks houses because they were cheaper and built faster. However, over time, the houses began to crumble and needed constant repairs. Chriss houses, though
more expensive, stood strong and lasted for generations.Chriss reputation grew, and people realized that quality was more important than speed or cost. Chris taught them that taking the time to do things right was always worth it in the end.Moral: Quality and craftsmanship should always take precedence over shortcuts and quick fixes.Once upon a
time, in a small village, there lived a kind sparrow named Sally. Sally loved to share her food with other birds and animals in the village. She would pick grains from the fields and drop them near her nest for her friends.One day, a fierce storm hit the village, and the rain washed away all the grains in the fields. The other birds and animals couldnt find
food, and they were hungry.Sally decided to help her friends. She flew far and wide, searching for any leftover grains or seeds. She found some and shared them with her friends. They were grateful to Sally for her kindness.From that day on, the birds and animals in the village always helped each other, remembering how Sally had been there for
them in their time of need.Moral: Helping others in their time of need creates lasting friendships and a sense of togetherness.In a cosy neighbourhood, there was a curious little kitten named Kitty. Kitty loved to explore and discover new things. One sunny day, Kitty noticed a shiny ball of yarn in the corner of the room.Kitty couldnt resist the
temptation and pounced on the yarn. The more Kitty played, the more tangled the yarn became. No matter how much Kitty tried, the yarn was in a big mess.Kittys owner saw the mess and gently helped untangle the yarn. Then, the owner placed the yarn in a neat basket for Kitty to play with. Kitty learned that curiosity was wonderful, but it was
essential to be careful with things that werent hers.Moral: Curiosity is a great trait, but its important to handle things with care and respect.In a vast garden, there was a tiny seed named Sam. Sam was impatient and wanted to grow into a big plant quickly. Sam would push and pull, trying to sprout right away.But no matter how hard Sam tried,
nothing happened. The other seeds around Sam were growing, and it made Sam even more impatient.One day, Sam noticed a wise old tree in the garden. The tree said, It takes time to grow. You cant rush it. Just be patient, and youll become a strong plant.Sam listened to the trees advice and stopped rushing. Over time, Sam grew into a tall and
healthy plant. Sam realized that good things come to those who wait.Moral: Patience is a virtue, and some things take time to grow and develop.In a cheerful neighbourhood, there was a little girl named Lily who had a beloved teddy bear named Teddy. Teddy went everywhere with Lily and was her best friend.One day, Lily and her family went on a
picnic in the park. While they were enjoying their time, Lily left Teddy behind. She didnt realize it until they returned home.Lily was heartbroken and cried for her lost friend. Her parents comforted her and promised to help find Teddy. They retraced their steps to the park, and after a thorough search, they found Teddy under a tree.Lily was overjoyed
to have her teddy bear back and learned the importance of taking care of her things. She promised never to leave Teddy behind again.Moral: Taking care of your belongings is important, and its always good to have responsible adults to help when things go wrong.In a colourful meadow, there lived a cheerful rainbow named Roy. Roys beautiful
colours stretched across the sky after the rain, bringing joy to all who saw it.One day, Roy noticed a group of children playing in the meadow. They laughed and danced under the rainbows vibrant colours. Roy was so happy to see their joy and decided to stay longer.The children, amazed by the extended rainbow, clapped and cheered. Roy realized
that making others happy was the most beautiful thing of all. From that day on, Roy often stayed longer, spreading happiness and making people smile.Moral: Bringing joy to others is the most beautiful thing you can do.In a sunny meadow, there lived a little bee named Benny. Benny loved collecting nectar from flowers and making sweet honey for the
hive. Benny was known for being the most helpful bee in the entire colony.One day, while Benny was collecting nectar, a ladybug named Lucy approached him, asking for help. Lucy was lost and couldnt find her way back to her family. Benny immediately flew to her rescue, guiding her back to her family.Lucy was extremely grateful and promised to
help Benny whenever he needed it. Benny had learned that being helpful not only made others happy but also earned him wonderful friends.Moral: Being helpful not only benefits others but also brings you friendship and gratitude.Up in the sky, there was a cheerful raindrop named Ricky. Ricky loved to fall from the clouds and bring life to the earth
by watering the plants. Ricky had a special ability to make the rainbows appear with vibrant colours after a rain shower.One day, Ricky noticed a sad little flower named Daisy. Daisy was drooping because she hadnt received enough rain. Ricky decided to give extra care to Daisy and showered her with gentle rain.Daisys petals perked up, and she
started to bloom with bright colours. Rickys kindness and care not only made Daisy happy but also brought joy to the entire garden.Moral: Small acts of kindness can brighten up someones day and make the world a more joyful place.In a clear, sparkling stream, there was a tiny fish named Finn. Finn was always scared and never left his safe hiding
spot beneath a rock. He watched the other fish swimming freely in the stream with envy.One day, a big bird swooped down to catch some fish. Finns hiding spot was the only safe place. But when Finn saw his friends in danger, he mustered up the courage to warn them about the bird.Finns bravery saved the other fish from the birds clutches. The
other fish cheered for Finn and encouraged him to swim freely with them. Finn realized that bravery could overcome fear, and he started exploring the stream with his friends.Moral: Being brave can lead to great adventures and help you overcome your fears.In a peaceful forest, there lived a respectful rabbit named Rosie. Rosie had many friends
from different animal families, including squirrels, deer, and birds.One day, the animals gathered for a big feast to celebrate their friendship. They all contributed to the feast with delicious food. Rosie noticed a young owl named Oliver who was feeling left out.Rosie approached Oliver and invited him to join the feast. The other animals welcomed
Oliver, and they all had a wonderful time together.Rosies respectful and inclusive behaviour not only made Olivers day but also strengthened the bond between the animals in the forest.Moral: Respecting and including others can create stronger friendships and a sense of unity.In a clear blue sky, there was a warm and bright sun named Sunny. Sunny
shone every day, providing light and warmth to the world. People and animals loved to bask in Sunnys rays.One day, a little girl named Mia was feeling cold and sad. She wished for some sunshine to cheer her up. Sunny heard Mias wish and decided to stay a little longer, even though it was getting late.Mias face lit up with joy as she played in the
sunshine. Sunnys kindness brought happiness to Mia and showed her that wishes can come true.Moral: Acts of kindness can bring happiness to others and make the world a brighter place.In a peaceful forest, there lived a wise old owl named Oliver. Oliver was known for his wisdom and knowledge, and animals from all around the forest came to seek
his advice.One day, a curious young squirrel named Squeaky approached Oliver. Squeaky admired Olivers wisdom and asked him how he had become so wise. Oliver smiled and told Squeaky that his wisdom had come from a special gift the gift of listening.Oliver explained that he had spent many years not just speaking but also listening carefully to
the stories and experiences of other animals in the forest. He had learned valuable lessons and gained insights by paying attention to others.Squeaky was inspired by Olivers wisdom and decided to follow in his footsteps, learning that sometimes the greatest knowledge comes from being a good listener.Moral: Listening is a valuable skill that can lead
to wisdom and understanding.In a quaint village, there lived a little girl named Emily. Emily loved to paint and would often create colourful paintings on rocks she found by the river. She would then place the painted rocks along the village path for others to see.One day, a man passing through the village noticed Emilys painted rocks and was amazed
by their beauty. He asked Emily if he could buy them to sell in a far-off city where people would appreciate her talent.Emily agreed, and her painted rocks soon became famous and sold for a high price. But as she earned money, Emily noticed that her village became dull without her colourful rocks.She decided to return and continued to paint her
rocks, sharing them with the villagers. The joy and smiles they brought to her community were worth more to her than any riches from the city.Moral: The true value of your talents lies in the joy they bring to your community and the people you love.At a grand carnival, there was a little girl named Lily who clutched a red balloon tightly. She loved her
balloon and couldnt bear to let it go, even when she saw another child looking sad without one.The wind grew stronger as the day went on, and Lilys grip on her balloon slipped. She watched in dismay as her beloved balloon soared into the sky and out of her reach.Seeing the sad child from earlier, Lily decided to share her remaining balloon. The
other childs face lit up with joy. Lily learned that sometimes, sharing and making others happy is even better than holding on to something for yourself.Moral: Sharing can bring happiness to others and warm your heart.In a small town, there was a bakery owned by a kind baker named Mr. Thompson. Mr. Thompson was known for his delicious bread
and pastries, but he was even more renowned for his generosity.Every day, he would set out a tray of fresh, warm bread outside the bakery with a sign that read, Take what you need, pay what you can. People who were hungry but couldnt afford the bread could still enjoy a warm meal.Mr. Thompsons act of kindness inspired the whole town, and
others started to follow his example, helping those in need.Moral: Acts of generosity can inspire kindness in others and create a compassionate community.In a coastal village, there lived a curious boy named Timmy. One day, while exploring the beach, he found an old, crumpled map. It looked like a treasure map, and he was thrilled at the thought of
finding hidden riches.Timmy followed the maps clues and markers diligently, digging holes in the sand along the way. He didnt find any treasure, but he did meet a friendly old sailor named Captain Jack.Captain Jack explained that the map wasnt leading to gold but to a hidden message. It was a reminder that the real treasure in life is the people we
meet and the adventures we have.Timmy realized that the treasure was the lessons he had learned and the friendships he had made during his journey.Moral: The real treasures in life are the experiences, lessons, and friendships we gather along the way.A short moral story is a little storyline that gives a lesson thatteaches a valuable life principle.Ant
and Grasshopper is widely regarded as one of the best moral storyclassics and lasting stories, with a powerful moral lesson about the value of hard work, responsibility, and planning. Its a well-known narrative that teaches the importance of hard work and saving for the future, making it a popular option for many.01-Engaging Beginning: Start with a
captivating opening.02-Well-Developed Characters: Create relatable and interesting characters.03-Strong Plot Structure: Follow a clear plot structure.04-Theme and Moral: Convey a meaningful theme or moral.01-Develop believable characters.02-Create tension and conflict.03-Show love through actions and emotions.04-Connect with readers
emotions.The moral of the story is its essential lesson or message, which is typically provided through the characters experiences. It provides direction or knowledge about life, beliefs, and conduct. In brief, its the storys key point or lesson. Find your new favorite read on Featured Latest Highest Rated Most Viewed Cornwall A couple's long-awaited
holiday takes a bizarre twist as they visit a small town in the South West of England. A Crack in Space Bob lives a simple life alone in his apartment. One day, strange noises rattle that simplicity, and Bob's curiosity gets the better of him. He's going to wish it didn't. Reflection "Reflection" is a story about an investigation into a suspicious death on an
orbital platform. Is dead really dead? How Could You? A short story that shows how unconditional a dog's love is. You're likely to cry after reading this. CUCKOO in the NEST Alan's vulnerable and elderly mother is targeted by a stranger who eventually marries her. Alan then has the challenge of saving her and her property from him. The Strange
Day in 1916 This takes place during the War To End All Wars (World War 1). When a man is fighting in the trenches he see's a boy under the age of 7 in the trenches with him.... Easily find new short stories to read that were written by people from around the world using our search tool that gives you the ability to filter stories by genre, category, age
rating, and keywords, and sorting them by the highest rated or latest submitted. Registered users can also bookmark stories to read later by clicking the bookmark icon next to each story they wish to bookmark. Search Now Are you an aspiring author, or someone simply looking for an output for their creativity? Short Stories 101 allows you to easily
post your own stories for our thousands of daily visitors to read, with the ability to view readers comments, ratings, as well as how many favorites and views your story has received. Write Now One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents of it was in pennies. Pennies saved one and two at a time by bulldozing the grocer...Read
Storyl A man stood upon a railroad bridge in northern Alabama, looking down into the swift water twenty feet below. The man's hands were behind his back...Read Story"Be careful what you wish for, you may receive it." -- Anonymous Part I Without, the night was cold and wet, but in the small parlour of Laburnum v...Read StoryTHE MARVELLOUS
THING IS THAT ITS painless," he said. "That's how you know when it starts." "Is it really?" "Absolutely. I'm awfully sorry about th...Read StoryThe girl was one of those pretty and charming young creatures who sometimes are born, as if by a slip of fate, into a family of clerks. She had no ...Read Story'l suppose you will be getting away pretty soon,
now Fall term is over, Professor,' said a person not in the story to the Professor of Ontography, ...Read StoryLong, long ago there lived at the foot of the mountain a poor farmer and his aged, widowed mother. They owned a bit of land which supplied them wit...Read StoryAt five o'clock Ed Loyce washed up, tossed on his hat and coat, got his car out
and headed across town toward his TV sales store. He was tired. His...Read StoryEvery afternoon, as they were coming from school, the children used to go and play in the Giant's garden. It was a large lovely garden, with soft g...Read Story"She said that she would dance with me if I brought her red roses," cried the young Student; "but in all my
garden there is no red rose." From her ...Read Storyldleness, vice, and intemperance had done their miserable work, and the dead mother lay cold and still amid her wretched children. She had fallen u...Read StoryAunt Amy was out on the front porch, rocking back and forth in the highbacked chair and fanning herself, when Bill Soames rode his
bicycle up the ...Read StoryThe long June twilight faded into night. Dublin lay enveloped in darkness but for the dim light of the moon that shone through fleecy clouds, casti...Read StoryHigh above the city, on a tall column, stood the statue of the Happy Prince. He was gilded all over with thin leaves of fine gold, for eyes he had ...Read StoryTHE man
whose story is here to be told was the wealthiest and most influential person in his parish; his name was Thord Overaas. He appeared in the...Read StoryEven when dealing with the perilously stereotyped modern interplanetary story, the devilish pen of Ray Bradbury achieves that originality of concep...Read Storylt is said that in Ulthar, which lies
beyond the river Skai, no man may Kkill a cat; and this I can verily believe as I gaze upon him who sitteth pu...Read StoryNorth Richmond Street, being blind, was a quiet street except at the hour when the Christian Brothers' School set the boys free. An uninhabited hou...Read StoryThe Tale of Tom Kitten Once upon a time there were three little
kittens, and their names were Mittens, Tom Kitten, and Moppet. They had dear little...Read StoryPolitical Economy is the basis of all good government. The wisest men of all ages have brought to bear upon this subject the-- [Here I was interrup...Read StoryThere was once a little man whose mother made him a beautiful suit of clothes. It was green
and gold, and woven so that I cannot describe how delic...Read StoryINTRODUCTION TO THE GOLDEN TOUCH AT noon, our juvenile party assembled in a dell, through the depths of which ran a little brook. The dell was narr...Read StoryWhen the vegetable-man knocked, Jessamine went to the door wearily. She felt quite well acquainted with him.
He had been coming all the spring, and...Read StoryHerminia, mounted upon a dejected looking sorrel pony, was climbing the gradual slope of a pine hill one morning in summer. She was a Cadian girl ...Read StoryNikolai Yevgrafovitch Almazof hardly waited for his wife to open the door to him; he went straight to his study without taking off his hat
or coat....Read StoryAfter dark on Saturday night one could stand on the first tee of the golf-course and see the country-club windows as a yellow expanse over a very b...Read StorySome years ago, when I was the Editor of a Correspondence Column, I used to receive heart-broken letters from young men asking for advice and sympa...Read StoryAT
the furthest end of the village of Mironositskoe some belated sportsmen lodged for the night in the elder Prokofy's barn. There were two of them...Read Storyby Nikolai Vasilievich GogolPART I Nowhere did so many people pause as before the little picture-shop in the Shtchukinui Dvor. This little shop contained, indeed, the most var...Read StoryA
man called on me the other day with the idea of insuring my life. Now, I detest life-insurance agents; they always argue that I shall some day di...Read StoryA cruel battle was being fought. The ground was covered with dead and dying men. The air was hot and stifling. The sun shone down without pity on t...Read Story"Harvey," said Eleanor Bope,
handing her brother a cutting from a London morning paper of the 19th of March, "just read this about children's toys,...Read Story"What I want you to do," said Mr. George Wright, as he leaned towards the old sailor, "is to be an uncle to me." "Aye, aye," said the mystified Mr....Read StoryMr. Nathaniel Clark and Mrs. Bowman had just finished their
third game of draughts. It had been a difficult game for Mr. Clark, the lady's mind hav...Read Storylt was the first of April, and Julius Barrett, aged fourteen, perched on his father's gatepost, watched ruefully the low descending sun, and counte...Read StoryOne Christmas was so much like another, in those years around the sea-town corner now and
out of all sound except the distant speaking of the voice...Read Story"You are not really dying, are you?" asked Amanda. "I have the doctor's permission to live till Tuesday," said Laura. "But to-day is Saturday; this...Read StoryThe room was large, but with a low ceiling, and at one end of the lengthy, broad apartment stood a gigantic fireplace, in which
was heaped a pile o...Read StoryWhen we started for our drive the sun was shining brightly on Munich, and the air was full of the joyousness of early summer. Just as we were about...Read Storyl was born in San Francisco in 1876. At fifteen I was a man among men, and if I had a spare nickel I spent it on beer instead of candy, because I t...Read
StoryLakelands is not to be found in the catalogues of fashionable summer resorts. It lies on a low spur of the Cumberland range of mountains on a littl...Read StoryJULY 16, 1833. --This is a memorable anniversary for me; on it I complete my three hundred and twenty-third year! The Wandering Jew?--certainly not...Read StoryDown South whenever
any one perpetrates some particularly monumental piece of foolishness everybody says: "Send for Jesse Holmes." Jesse Holmes is ...Read Storyl. THE THREE QUESTIONS. There was once a king of England whose name was John. He was a bad king; for he was harsh and cruel to his people, and so 1...Read StoryLEGISLATION NEEDED This country,
during the last thirty or forty years, has produced some of the most remarkable cases of insanity of which there i...Read StoryTo avoid having this book hurled into corner of the room by the suspicious reader, I will assert in time that this is not a newspaper story. You wi...Read Storylt was a day in March. Never, never begin a story this way when you
write one. No opening could possibly be worse. It is unimaginative, flat, dry a...Read StoryONCE some guests were gathered in a rich man's home, and it happened that a serious conversation about life arose. They talked about persons absent...Read Story"You look worried, dear," said Eleanor. "I am worried," admitted Suzanne; "not worried exactly,
but anxious. You see, my birthday happens next week...Read Storyby Hans Christian AndersenThere was once a king's son; nobody had so many or such beautiful books as he had. He could read about everything which had ever happened in this w...Read Story"Come out of doors, mastercome out of doors. I can't talk or think right with walls around
menever could. Let's go out to the garden." These were...Read StoryHello! there's Milial!" said somebody near me. I looked at the man who had been pointed out as I had been wishing for a long time to meet this Don ...Read StoryWHAT a number of bond robberies there have been lately," I observed one morning, laying aside the newspaper. "Poirot,
let us forsake the science of...Read Storyl knew quite well why Father sent me to Prince Edward Island to visit Aunt Philippa that summer. He told me he was sending me there "to learn some ...Read StoryBorn 1706. Died 1790. In the year 1716, or about that period, a boy used to be seen in the streets of Boston, who was known among his
schoolfellows...Read Storylt was one afternoon in April, not long ago, only the other day, and the shadows had already begun to lengthen. Bertrand Delmand, a fine, bright-1...Read StoryTHIS IS HOW it all came about. Six or seven of us were sitting one day after tea. Some were gazing across the street into the windows of a milliner...Read Storylt was
the green heart of the canyon, where the walls swerved back from the rigid plan and relieved their harshness of line by making a little shel...Read StoryIt has long been vaguely understood that the condition of a man's clothes has a certain effect upon the health of both body and mind. The well-know...Read StoryGRISHA, a fat, solemn little person of
seven, was standing by the kitchen door listening and peeping through the keyhole. In the kitchen something ...Read Storyl want to tell you all about dear old Bobbie Cardew. It's a most interesting story. I can't put in any literary style and all that; but I don't hav...Read StoryIn the summer of 1874 I was in Liverpool, whither I had gone on business for
the mercantile house of Bronson & Jarrett, New York. I am William Jarr...Read Storyby Hans Christian AndersenPOOR John was very sad; for his father was so ill, he had no hope of his recovery. John sat alone with the sick man in the little room, and the lam...Read StoryA Study in the Present Tense A breezy day and a sunny landscape. An open
country to right and left and forward; behind, a wood. In the edge of this...Read StoryHey, diddle, diddle, The cat and the fiddle, The cow jumped over the moon! The little dog laughed To see such sport, And the dish ran off with the ...Read StoryA white-haired old man begged us for alms. My companion, Joseph Davranche, gave him five francs.
Noticing my surprised look, he said: "That poor un...Read StoryThe boy sitting opposite him was his enemy. The boy sitting opposite him was called Tigo, and he wore a green silk jacket with an orange stripe on ...Read StoryEvery Saturday night the Clover Leaf Social Club gave a hop in the hall of the Give and Take Athletic Association on the East
Side. In order to att...Read StoryAt one time the Danes drove King Alfred from his kingdom, and he had to lie hidden for a long time on a little is-land in a river. One day, all who...Read StoryHe strolled to the corner and glanced up and down the intersecting street, but saw nothing save the oases of light shed by the street lamps at the ...Read Storyl
"I'm getting up, Teddilinks," said Mrs Whiston, and she sprang out of bed briskly. "What the Hanover's got you?" asked Whiston. "Nothing. Can't I...Read Storyl stated it as definitely as I could. I was in a room with them. They had tongues like me, and hair and eyes. I got up out of my chair and said it ...Read StoryOn the other side of the sea from
Rome there was once a great city named Car-thage. The Roman people were never very friendly to the people of Car-...Read StoryConsider that a conversation by telephone--when you are simply sitting by and not taking any part in that conversation--is one of the solemnest cur...Read StoryPit where the buffalo cooled his hide,By the hot sun emptied,
and blistered and dried;Log in the reh-grass, hidden and alone;Bund where the earth-r...Read StoryThe small engine attached to the Neuilly steam-tram whistled as it passed the Porte Maillot to warn all obstacles to get out of its way and puffed ...Read Story[Written about 1867.] At that time, in Kentucky (said the Hon. Mr. K-----); the law was very
strict against what is termed "games of chance." About...Read Storyl One day last summer I went to Pittsburgh--well, I had to go there on business. My chair-car was profitably well filled with people of the kind on...Read StoryA breeze from the May world without blew through the class-room, and as it lifted his papers he had a curious sense of
freshness and mustiness meet...Read StoryThroughout the whole countryside the Lucas farm, was known as "the Manor." No one knew why. The peasants doubtless attached to this word, "Manor," ...Read StoryThere were two or three things that I wanted to know. I do not care about a mystery. So I began to inquire. It took me two weeks to find out
what w...Read StoryGRISHA, a chubby little boy, born two years and eight months ago, is walking on the boulevard with his nurse. He is wearing a long, wadded pelisse,...Read StoryAlas for the man and for the artist with the shifting point of perspective! Life shall be a confusion of ways to the one; the landscape shall rise ...Read StoryThere was a
handful of clay in the bank of a river. It was only common clay, coarse and heavy; but it had high thoughts of its own value, and wonde...Read StoryOnce upon a time there lived on the banks of the River Dee a miller, who was the hap-pi-est man in England. He was always busy from morning till ni...Read StoryThe walls of the cell were bare and white
washed. A narrow grated window, placed so high that one could not reach it, lighted this sinister little ...Read Story"How are you to-day, Mrs. Carleton?" asked Dr. Farleigh, as he sat down by his patient, who reclined languidly in a large cushioned chair. "Miserab...Read Storyl Captain Parrol Hartroy stood at the advanced post of his picket-guard,
talking in low tones with the sentinel. This post was on a turnpike which ...Read StoryAT eight o'clock on the evening of the twentieth of May all the six batteries of the N---- Reserve Artillery Brigade halted for the night in the vi...Read StoryThere were twenty-six flat children, and none of them had ever been flat children until that year. Previously they
had all been home children. and ...Read StoryWe rubber plants form the connecting link between the vegetable kingdom and the decorations of a Waldorf-Astoria scene in a Third Avenue theatre. I...Read StoryThe land dropped abruptly down from the gate, and a thick, shrubby growth of young apple orchard almost hid the little weather-grey house
from the ...Read StoryWhen I heard that Peter Austin was in Vancouver I hunted him up. I had met Peter ten years before when I had gone east to visit my father's people ...Read Storylt was the hour of rest in the Country Beyond the Stars. All the silver bells that swing with the turning of the great ring of light which lies aro...Read Story"Rather
thirsty this morning, eh, Mr. Addicks?" inquired Cowdin, the chief purchasing agent. The "Mister" was said with a long, hissing "s" and was...Read StoryITHE evening service was being celebrated on the eve of Palm Sunday in the Old Petrovsky Convent. When they began distributing the palm it was clos...Read Story"This out of all will remain - They
have lived and have tossed: So much of the game will be gain, Though the gold of the dice has been lost." THEY ...Read Storyl ANDREY VASSILITCH KOVRIN, who held a master's degree at the University, had exhausted himself, and had upset his nerves. He did not send for a do...Read StoryTHE town was a little one, worse than a village, and it was
inhabited by scarcely any but old people who died with an infrequency that was really a...Read StoryOne September afternoon in the year of grace 1840 Avery and Janet Sparhallow were picking apples in their Uncle Daniel Sparhallow's big orchard. It...Read StoryONCE upon a time there were four little Rabbits, and their names were Flopsy, Mopsy,
Cotton-tail, and Peter. They lived with their Mother in a san...Read Storyby Hans Christian AndersenMost terribly cold it was; it snowed, and was nearly quite dark, and evening-- the last evening of the year. In this cold and darkness there went a...Read Story"OFF THERE to the right--somewhere--is a large island," said Whitney." It's rather a mystery--
" "What island is it?" Rainsford asked. "The old char...Read StoryOne sunny autumn afternoon a child strayed away from its rude home in a small field and entered a forest unobserved. It was happy in a new sense of...Read StoryDicebant mihi sodales, si sepulchrum amicae visitarem, curas meas aliquantulum forelevatas. - Ebn Zaiat . MISERY is
manifold. The wretchedness of e...Read StoryAT lunch next day there were very nice pies, crayfish, and mutton cutlets; and while we were eating, Nikanor, the cook, came up to ask what the vis...Read StoryA gray hare lived during the winter near a village. When night came, he would prick up one ear and listen, then he would prick up the other, jerk
h...Read Story"MY DEAR Young Friend," said Father Time, as he laid his hand gently upon my shoulder, "you are entirely wrong." Then I looked up over my shoulder ...Read Storyl hate the moon - I am afraid of it - for when it shines on certain scenes familiar and loved it sometimes makes them unfamiliar and hideous. It wa...Read Storylt was summer
time, and twilight. We were sitting on the porch of the farm-house, on the summit of the hill, and "Aunt Rachel" was sitting respectf...Read Storyl The Call of the Woodsman The day before Christmas, in the year of our Lord 722. Broad snow-meadows glistening white along the banks of the river ...Read StoryINTRODUCTION TO "THE GORGON'S
HEAD" Beneath the porch of the country-seat called Tanglewood, one fine autumnal morning, was assembled a merry party...Read StoryAll my life, from boyhood up, I have had the habit of reading a certain set of anecdotes, written in the quaint vein of The World's ingenious Fabul...Read StoryIn the old city of Trzene, at the foot of a lofty mountain,
there lived, a very long time ago, a little boy named Theseus. His grandfather, King P...Read StoryThe Christmas holidays had come, and with them a welcome vacation for Hedley Marstern. Although as yet a briefless young lawyer, he had a case in h...Read StoryAll about us, living in our families, it may be, there exists a race of curious creatures.
Outwardly, they possess no marked peculiarities; in fact...Read StoryConradin was ten years old, and the doctor had pronounced his professional opinion that the boy would not live another five years. The doctor was s...Read Storyfor THE REAL LITTLE LUCIE OF NEWLANDS ONCE upon a time there was a little girl called Lucie, who lived at a farm



called Little-town. She was a good...Read StoryThe other burlesque I have referred to was my fine satire upon the financial expedients of "cooking dividends," a thing which became shamefully fre...Read Storyby Hans Christian AndersenlIn the street, up there, was an old, a very old house--it was almost three hundred years old, for that might be known
by reading the great beam on ...Read StoryStubby had a route, and that was how he happened to get a dog. For the benefit of those who have never carried papers it should be thrown in that h...Read Story"Human natur'!" said the night-watchman, gazing fixedly at a pretty girl in a passing waterman's skiff. "Human natur'!" He sighed, and, striking a
...Read Story[Written about 1865] Once there was a bad little boy whose name was Jim--though, if you will notice, you will find that bad little boys are nearly ...Read StoryA little whimsy, now and then, makes for good balance. Theoretically, you could find this type of humor anywhere. But only a topflight science-fict...Read Story[The following letter,
signed by Satan and purporting to come from him, we have reason to believe was not written by him, but by Mark Twain.--Edito...Read StoryDorothy was a little Kansas girl who once accidentally found the beautiful Land of Oz and was invited to live there always. Toto was Dorothy's smal...Read Storyln the reign of the same caliph, Haroun al Raschid,
of whom we have already heard, there lived at Bagdad a poor porter, called Hindbad. One day, wh...Read StoryHe had a dreamy, far-away look in his eyes, and his sad, insistent voice, gentle-spoken as a maid's, seemed the placid embodiment of some deep-seat...Read Storyl NEVER knew anyone so keenly alive to a joke as the king was. He seemed to
live only for joking. To tell a good story of the joke kind, and to tel...Read Storyln an air-shaft so narrow that you could touch the next wall with your bare hands, Hanneh Breineh leaned out and knocked on her neighbors window. ...Read StoryThe man in the ticket-office said: "Have an accident insurance ticket, also?" "No," I said, after studying the
matter over a little. "No, I believe...Read StoryHe drank strong waters and his speech was coarse; He purchased raiment and forebore to pay;He struck a trusting junior with a horse, And won Gymkha...Read Storyl am writing this under an appreciable mental strain, since by tonight I shall be no more. Penniless, and at the end of my supply of the drug
which...Read Story"Sure you're done with it?" "Oh, yes," replied the girl, the suggestion of a smile on her face, and in her voice the suggestion of a tear. "Yes; I ...Read StoryThe following adventure happened to me about 1882. I had just taken the train and settled down in a corner, hoping that I should be left alone, whe...Read StorySHE had delayed,
because of the dew-wet grass, in order to put on her overshoes, and when she emerged from the house found her waiting husband abso...Read StoryFOOTPRINTS in the snow have been unfailing provokers of sentiment ever since snow was first a white wonder in this drab-coloured world of ours. In ...Read StoryThe moment that the wagon rattled out
of the yard away to the station, Madame Solisainte settled herself into a state of nervous expectancy. She wa...Read StoryThe Widow Ducket lived in a small village about ten miles from the New Jersey sea-coast. In this village she was born, here she had married and bur...Read Storylt was a hot afternoon, and the railway carriage was correspondingly
sultry, and the next stop was at Templecombe, nearly an hour ahead. The occupa...Read StoryFOR ALL LITTLE FRIENDS OF MR. McGREGOR & PETER & BENJAMIN IT is said that the effect of eating too much lettuce is "soporific." I have never felt s...Read Storyl had seen the Magic Shop from afar several times; I had passed it once or twice, a shop
window of alluring little objects, magic balls, magic hens...Read StoryJohn Claverhouse was a moon-faced man. You know the kind, cheek-bones wide apart, chin and forehead melting into the cheeks to complete the perfect...Read StoryHe laughed involuntarily as the olive rolled towards his chair across the shiny parquet floor of the hotel dining-room.
His table in the cavernous ...Read StoryIT was midday. Voldyrev, a tall, thick-set country gentleman with a cropped head and prominent eyes, took off his overcoat, mopped his brow with hi...Read StoryFor there be divers sorts of death -- some wherein the body remaineth; and in some it vanisheth quite away with the spirit. This commonly
occurreth...Read Storyby Mary E. Wilkins FreemanOn Christmas Eve the Mayor's stately mansion presented a beautiful appearance. There were rows of different coloured wax candles burning in every w...Read StoryTwo men in a smoking-room were talking of their private-school days. At our school, said A., we had a ghosts footmark on the staircase.
What wa...Read StoryOne morning the old Water-rat put his head out of his hole. He had bright beady eyes and stiff grey whiskers and his tail was like a long bit of bl...Read StoryThe Baroness and Clovis sat in a much-frequented corner of the Park exchanging biographical confidences about the long succession of passers-by. "W...Read Story X All
Books About Us Awards Subscribe DONATE Select a genre...AdventureAfrican AmericanAmericanAsian AmericanBedtimeBlackChristianChristmasComing of AgeContemporaryCreative NonfictionCrimeDesiDramaEast AsianFantasyFictionFriendshipFunnyGayHappyHigh SchoolHistorical
FictionHolidayHorrorIndigenousInspirationalKidsLatinxLesbianLGBTQ+Middle SchoolMysteryPeople of ColorRomanceSadScience FictionSpeculativeSuspenseTeens & Young AdultThrillerTransgenderUrban FantasyWestern Submitted by writers on Reedsy Prompts to our weekly writing contest. Stevie Burges Winner of Contest #307 Mavis was now
in her second year of retirement. Most days, she found things to do, but to be honest, she felt bored. Money was tight; it always had been. For decades, shed worked for a large cleaning company that serviced offices, shopping malls, and municipal buildings. The staffroom was always full of women, but they werent exceptionally social. They
exchanged greetings, asked after each others families, then hurried home to husbands and children who needed feeding and fussing. After Clives early death, Mavis simply got on with it to... 125 likes 109 Read story Orwell King Winner of Contest #300 Im a miner. I dig holes for a living. Dig is a generous word, really. I blow things up so we can go
deeper. Drill, charge, blast then bog it out. Then repeat. Its loud, dirty, and dangerous. But its honest work, and theres a rhythm to it, one that makes sense. Until the day it didnt The mine is called Kalgara Deep, carved beneath the sun-blasted hills of Western Australia, three hours from the nearest servo, and six from anything you could call a town.
Its not on any tourist map. Just a dot behind a red dirt road lined with scrub and... 127 likes 89 Read story Short stories are brief works of prose fiction that focus on a single event, character, or theme. Typically designed to be read in one sitting, they aim to create a powerful mood or emotional impact. On this page, you'll find a range of short stories
that highlight the richness and depth possible in concise storytelling.These stories are from our long-running weekly writing contest, where writers are challenged to respond to themed prompts that inspire originality and craft. The result? A dynamic and ever-growing collection of powerful, diverse, and deeply human stories.Key Characteristics of
Short StoriesBrevity: Short stories are more concise than novels, often ranging from 1,000 to 7,000 words. They are meant to be read in one sitting.Single focus: Short stories usually center on a single event, theme, or self-contained incident, creating a tightly focused narrative.Limited cast: Short stories often feature a small number of characters,
allowing for deeper focus on individual experiences or emotions.Minimal backstory: There is typically little exposition short stories jump quickly into the action or emotional core.Unified effect: Each story is crafted to evoke a specific mood, impression, or emotional impact in the reader.Concise narrative: The storytelling is direct and purposeful, with
minimal subplots or digressions.Who writes Reedsys short stories?Our stories come from writers of all backgrounds some just starting out, others already published novelists. For over six years, our writing prompts have attracted thousands of submissions from authors eager to practice their craft, receive feedback, and become part of a supportive
creative community.Each week, new prompts spark dozens of fresh stories, and many of our contributors return again and again to sharpen their skills. A number of these writers have even gone on to publish full-length books based on their story submissions here. Whether you're a reader, a writer, or both, this archive offers a window into the
evolving voices of fiction.Discover short stories of all genres and subjectsEvery short story published on our site is inspired by unique writing prompts, and they span every genre imaginable from romance and mystery to fantasy, horror, and literary fiction. Simply filter by genre to find the type of story youre in the mood for.Looking for a curated
experience? Check out our literary magazine, Prompted, which features prize-winning stories polished by guest editors. Its the perfect way to discover your next favorite writer!And if you're a writer yourself, consider entering our weekly contest. With a huge cash prize and the chance to be featured in Prompted, its a great way to hone your craft and
share your voice with readers around the world. An origin story of why the owl is awake in the night time. You'll never guess why! Mr Jeremy Fisher likes fishing... until he's almost 'fished' himself! Aubry is full of ideas for what to get his family for Christmas. What will YOU be getting your family?! Angelina just wants to eat ice-cream, even at dinner!
Maddy is allowed to have a pet... but has a hard time deciding what to get! Ko the Komodo Dragon feels like nobody loves him - until he learns of many people who do! A nature alphabet ABCD book for tomorrow's little learners. A naughty cat called Punky Dunk tries to go fishing for goldfish! Tatters and Fred are goldfish friends who meet their
neighbours in the river. A charming picture book about all sorts of crazy animal capers in a garden! The tale of a selfish giant who closes his beautiful garden to children. Two brothers, a skilled fisher and a happy hunter, try to get along. A butterfly takes his time in deciding which flower he should marry. A young, plucky brother gifts a turnip to a
king, and saves himself from his brother's wrath with wits! A Prince goes on a quest with some talented friends to save his Princess. A Prince steals a magical ring from a fairy queen in order to defeat a wicked dragon. The fantastic adventures of a brave boy who rescues his family from demons. A dark fairy tale retelling of an ancient Ukrainian folk
tale about a poor worker and his beastly employer. A dark Halloween retelling of the fairy tale Little Red Riding Hood... A little girl is curious about all the sounds around her! Little Sock is lost after washing day. But his friends are here to help! Everybody loves Kokoro. When an accident happens, will the love of a village pull her through? A Princess
is turned into a raven, and a man must neither eat nor drink to save her. The adventures of a baby who follows a snake into an Indian jungle. Vivi has started a new school in Japan, and feels lonely... until she makes an intriguing new friend. Pepper gets a magical wish... then Carrot has to go and spoil it ! Newmon keeps stealing people's pens... but
then the bully is bullied. What is the best solution? When a herd of unicorns pass, a sad little donkey wishes he was more like them. Blinky Bill is a koala bear who is born for big adventures. An Australian children's classic! The beloved story of an orphaned girl who learns to change her fortunes for the better. A water rat and a badger help their friend
Toad, when he becomes addicted to fast cars! A funny poem all about money! A child imagines a windy night as a rider on a galloping horse... A poem about the thrill of riding a children's carousel ! Mistress Mary, quite contrary, how does your garden grow...? The Queen of Hearts, she made some tarts, all on a summer's day... Little Jack Horner sat in
a corner, eating a Christmas pie... This website is dedicated to the short story and to those interested in reading this delightful art form. Fewer and fewer people these days read short stories. This is unfortunate. Few will ever experience the joy that reading such fine work can give. The goal of this site is to give a nice cross section of short stories in
the hope that these short stories will excite people into rediscovering this excellent source of entertainment. Happy reading! by Story Title If you know the title of the story you are seeking, click on the above button to navigate to a page where you will be able to find the stories we have here listed in alphabetical order. Stories that start with "The' and
'A" will be listed as if the title starts with the next word. by Story Author If you have an author's name, but can't remember the title of the particular story you are looking for, click on the above button to navigate to a page where you will be confronted by a list of the authors whose works appear here. And, of course, the authors will be listed in last
name, first name order. Bibliography If you would like to know where we found the stories that are listed here, you can find out where on this page. Click on the above button to go to the Bibliography which will provide book compilation information, or the contributor providing the story (thank you contributors!). Related Links If you want more of this
good stuff, click on the above button to take you to a page where you can find other short story sites, and reading sites generally.
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