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AnswerFor I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. This verse or portions of it are very popular. Jeremiah 29:11 is often displayed on posters, T-shirts, bumper stickers, etc. This verse is often spoken as a promise of hope to people who are grieving or
discouraged. However, before it can be applied, it must first be understood in context.When interpreting Scripture, we must keep in mind the distinction between a passages interpretation and the same passages application: a passage can have only one meaning, but it may have many applications. Jeremiah 29:11 is no different. The verse has only
one meaning.Jeremiah 29 is addressed to the exiles in Babylon. As punishment for the sins of Judah, God was going to send the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem and the temple and to carry away many of the people to Babylon. (See Jeremiah 25:814 for one example.) At the time Jeremiah wrote Jeremiah 29, Nebuchadnezzar had already removed
some Jews to Babylon (see verse 1), although the total destruction of Jerusalem and the temple was still to come. Jeremiah writes to the exiles to tell them that people would return to the land after 70 years (verse 10). Then he reassures them in verse 11 that God has not forsaken them. They will be restored. Gods plans for His Chosen People were for
good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope (NLT).In the primary application, Jeremiah 29:11 has nothing to do with any person living today. This verse applied only to the Jews who were in exile in Babylon during the sixth century BC. However, the sentiment expressed is so beautiful and encouraging, is there not any sense in which it
applies today? The answer is, yes.Jeremiah 29:11 has other applications. In particular, this verse reflects a more general principle of Gods grace and affections for those whom He loves, including the modern church. This more general application can be made because of the unchanging nature of God.God had promised to bring Israel back; therefore,
the exiles could be assured that they had a future and a hope. This promise was not made to all nations at the time, but only to Israel. Likewise, God has promised believers in Christ certain things that are not applicable to the human race in general. For those who are in Christ, God has promised that our sins are forgiven and we stand before God
justified. God has plans for those in Christ, and those plans are good.Shades of Jeremiah 29:11 are seen elsewhere in Scripture, such as in Romans 8:3139: If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us allhow will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who diedmore than that, who was raised to lifeis at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword? . . . No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.Believers in Christ can be confident that all things will work together for our good and that God has a future planned for us. We have hope that does not put us to shame (Romans 5:5). We have been given promises to rely on, just as Israel was. So, if by quoting Jeremiah 29:11 we are thinking of our security in Christ, then the wording is
appropriate, even if the historical context does not apply.A word of caution, however, that Jeremiah 29:11 can be misused as well. First, it is sometimes wrongly applied to humanity in general. Strictly speaking, the promise of Jeremiah 29:11 does not apply to every human being, but only those who are in Christ. Perhaps it could even be extended as
part of the invitation to receive Christ: If you come to Him, He promises you a future and a hope! Outside of Christ, the only Savior, there is no future and no hope (see John 3:18). Too often, Jeremiah 29:11, quoted without context and applied universally, is made to give the impression that God is a doting grandfather who just wants to spoil us.The
second danger of using this verse without understanding the context is the same as the danger of taking Romans 8:28 out of context. Jeremiah 29:11 promised that the nation of Israel would be restored, but very few of the exiles lived to see the fulfillment of that prophecy 70 years later. Most of them died without seeing the future that God had
planned. Likewise, the future and hope we have in Christ are not a guarantee that things will go well in this life. For most believers throughout history and in the world today, the world is a cold and dangerous place. In fact, the promise outlined in Romans 8:28 is specifically that, even though believers will face all sorts of dangers and persecutions in
this life (trouble, hardship, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, swordsee verse 35), Christ will never abandon them. In this life, believers have hope because of the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, but the future and the hope and the prosperity that God has planned for believers will be fully realized only after this life of suffering is over. 11
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you.13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. In Jeremiah chapter 29, we find the prophet Jeremiah writing a letter to the exiles
from Judah who have been taken captive to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. The scene is set in the foreign land of Babylon, where the Israelites find themselves in a state of exile and uncertainty. The names of those present in this scene include the exiles from Judah, who are feeling lost and disconnected from their homeland, as well as Jeremiah,
who is serving as a messenger of Gods promises to them.The exiles came to be in this scene as a result of the Babylonian conquest of Judah, which led to the deportation of many Israelites to Babylon. They are surrounded by the unfamiliar sights and sounds of a foreign land, feeling a deep sense of longing for their homeland and the temple in
Jerusalem. Jeremiahs letter serves as a source of hope and encouragement to the exiles, assuring them that God has not forgotten them and that He has plans to prosper them and give them a hope and a future. As they gather to hear Jeremiahs words, they are reminded of Gods faithfulness and are encouraged to seek Him with all their hearts.The
scene is one of mixed emotions of despair and hope, of longing for home and trust in Gods promises. As the exiles listen to Jeremiahs words, they are reminded that even in the midst of their exile, God has a plan for them. They are encouraged to seek God wholeheartedly, knowing that He will be found by them and will bring them back to their
homeland in His perfect timing. Isnt it comforting to know that God has good plans for us? When we feel lost or uncertain about the future, we can take solace in knowing that Gods plans are full of hope and promise. This verse reminds us that when we seek God with our whole hearts, we open ourselves to receive His blessings and guidance for our
lives.Imagine a future filled with hope and promise, a future carefully crafted by a loving and omniscient God. This verse reassures us that no matter what challenges we face, we can trust that God is working behind the scenes to bring about a future that is beyond our wildest dreams. So, lets hold on to this promise and seek God earnestly, knowing
that He has already laid out a path for us that leads to a bright and fulfilling future. Structure for Commentary:Introduction to the PassageContextual BackgroundDetailed Phrase AnalysisRelated Biblical ReferencesRelevance to Modern LifeReflection and ApplicationCommentary:Introduction to the Passage:Jeremiah 29:11-13 is a profoundly hopeful
passage that speaks to Gods plans for His people. It promises a future filled with hope and a relationship with God characterized by seeking and finding.Contextual Background:To fully appreciate these verses, its crucial to understand the context in which they were written. The prophet Jeremiah is addressing the Israelites who are in exile in Babylon.
They are in a place of despair and uncertainty about their future. Jeremiah conveys Gods message that despite their current suffering, God has a plan for their well-being and restoration.Detailed Phrase Analysis:The phrase plans to prosper you and not to harm you is particularly striking. It reassures us that Gods intentions are always for our good,
even when circumstances seem bleak. Another key phrase is plans to give you hope and a future. This promise transcends temporal concerns and speaks to the eternal hope we have in God.When you seek me with all your heart emphasizes the importance of earnestness in our relationship with God. Its not enough to seek Him half-heartedly; true
communion with God requires our full devotion and sincerity.Related Biblical References:Many other passages echo the themes found in Jeremiah 29:11-13. For example, Romans 8:28 tells us, And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. This reinforces the idea that
Gods plans are ultimately for our good. Additionally, Matthew 7:7-8 encourages us to ask, seek, and knock, promising that our seeking will be rewarded, aligning well with the call to seek God wholeheartedly. Many of us in todays fast-paced, often chaotic world can feel like the Israelites in exilealienated, uncertain, and anxious about the future. This
passage offers a timeless promise that God is intimately involved in our lives and is orchestrating our circumstances for our ultimate good. It invites us to trust in Gods plan, even when we cannot see the immediate outcome.Reflection and Application:Imagine youre navigating a particularly challenging season in your lifeperhaps job loss or a personal
crisis. The assurance that God has plans to prosper you and not to harm you can serve as a spiritual anchor. It challenges us to shift our focus from our immediate struggles to Gods greater plan. Have you ever experienced a time when seeking God wholeheartedly brought clarity or resolution to a difficult situation? Reflecting on such instances can
reinforce your faith and encourage you to seek God with renewed vigor. Jeremiah 29:11-13 offers a profound message of hope, divine intent, and the importance of earnest seeking. It speaks directly to the heart, encouraging us to trust in Gods good plans and to engage in a sincere relationship with Him. We can seek God with all our hearts by
realizing that He has a plan for us, plans to prosper us and not to harm us, plans to give us hope and a future. This means acknowledging that Gods intentions for us are good and trusting in His guidance. We can approach God with a sense of hope and expectancy, ready to seek Him diligently by understanding this.Seeking God with all our hearts
involves pursuing Him earnestly, not half-heartedly. It requires a genuine desire to know Him more deeply, to understand His will for our lives, and to cultivate a strong relationship with Him. This may involve spending time in prayer, studying His Word, and actively seeking His presence in our daily lives. Surrendering ourselves completely to God
means allowing Him to lead and guide us in every aspect of our lives when we seek Him with all our hearts. It involves a genuine commitment to following His ways and trusting in His plans, even when we may not fully understand them. We can experience the fulfillment of His promises and the peace that comes from walking in His will by making
God the priority in our lives and seeking Him wholeheartedly. Friends, imagine a GPS guiding you through the twists of work and the turns of family life. God has mapped out a route for your prosperity and hope, more certain than any algorithm. Dive deep into prayer and devotion like seeking WiFi in a dead zone, knowing youll find the connection.
Are you ready to trust the ultimate navigator with your plans?Reverend Ogunlade is a seasoned Church Minister with over three decades of experience in guiding and nurturing congregations. With profound wisdom and a serene approach, Reverend Ogunlade has carried out various pastoral duties, including delivering uplifting sermons, conducting
religious ceremonies, and offering sage counsel to individuals seeking spiritual guidance. Their commitment to fostering harmony and righteousness within their community is exemplified through their compassionate nature, making them a beloved and trusted figure among the congregation. God's Blessing Prayers and Blessings for the Soul For I
know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. - Jeremiah 29:11Perhaps one of the most popular and well-loved verses in Scripture is Jeremiah 29:11. We love to know good things are ahead of us. We need hope that good things are available for us, especially when life
seems full of bad things. Its reassuring to know there is a good plan, especially if it means something better than we know now. To be prosperous, we may believe, is to have an abundance of what feels good or seems good to us. Perhaps plenty of money and vibrant relationships. Typically, we interpret the idea of prosperity to mean a life free of bad
and full of good.Its in our God-given design to seek out good. Unfortunately, our desire for good gets wonky and mixed up. What God put in us was meant to find good in him. Since mans disconnect with God in the Garden of Eden, we seek good for ourselves, believing we can discern all thats good and evil without Gods help. Our desire for good is
meant to draw us toward God, who is good and gives good things to his children (Matthew 7:11). Yet, we continually seek our version of good over God. This is critical to keep in mind when we consider Jeremiah 29:11. If we rely on our definition of good, absent Gods larger view, we set ourselves up for disappointment and miss seeing Gods good play
out.What Did God Mean When He Said, For I Know the Plans I have for You?Ironically, this popular verse came from a prophet who was very unpopular. Most of Jeremiahs words spoke of judgment. The people of Israel were deeply ingrained in idol worship, and God called them to repentance. Through Jeremiah, God also speaks to the Israelites exiled
from Jerusalem, saying, I know the plans I have for you. At this point, they experienced a lot of hardship due to their idolatry and King Nebuchadnezzars rule. God allowed these consequences without losing one ounce of love. Was this good? I bet they didnt think so. It didnt feel good.The Hebrew word translated as plan also means thoughts, intention,
and purpose. When God says, I know the plans I have for you, he says he knows what we do not know. God knows the big picture for all humanity, from the beginning of time until the end. He knows how to cultivate good things and new growth, even after decades of destruction and defiance. God knows the thoughts and intention of his heart for us,
which is always for restoration. It is his intention to bring us closer to him and closer to his original design, for our sake, and for his kingdom.Although Gods people were repeatedly unfaithful, God remained faithful. Consequences occurred as a result of broken and wayward living. And Gods love shines through in the restoration he promises to his
people. He tells them to build homes, plant food, and settle down (Jeremiah 29:5-6). The thoughts, intentions, and purposes of God are to help us experience his good no matter how much bad gets mixed in. Sometimes it includes our view of prosperity, and sometimes it doesnt.What 'For I Know the Plans I Have for You' Doesn't MeanGod wants good
for us. All the time. Peace. Joy. Freedom. Love. Kindness. There is so much available for those who love God and receive from Him. Throughout the days of Creation, God called his work good, and he has never stopped declaring his desire for good to be seen through his workmanship, which we are. However, the enemy knows our design to seek good
and our desire to choose our version of good. He uses things that seem good to keep us from experiencing good in the plans God has for us. In Jeremiah 23:16-17, we read Gods command to not listen to prophets with vain hopes and promises of an easy life for people who follow after their own hearts.This is what the Lord Almighty says:'Do not listen
to what the prophets are prophesying to you;they fill you with false hopes.They speak visions from their own minds,not from the mouth of the Lord.They keep saying to those who despise me,The Lord says: You will have peace.And to all who follow the stubbornness of their heartsthey say, No harm will come to you."Gods people were again warned (v.
8-9) not to listen to diviners that deceive because he did not send them. The good they promised was not in line with the plans of God. In the end, chasing after our plan keeps us from experiencing the fruits of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), which God wants us to experience. We grow these fruits through trust and active steps with God through the
harm and hurts that are part of reality.We Need Gods Whole Picture ViewIn chapter 29, we read God saying, I know the plans I have for you, and those plans include prosperity. We hear something we want to hear. Its tempting to cling to this verse alone and believe this is a whole picture of God. As I mentioned earlier, it is critical we remember our
view of God does not include the whole of Gods intent or his thoughts toward us and purposes for us. Unlike the false prophets, the good God speaks of in one verse isnt the fullness of how he operates, which we see through a larger view of Scripture. His goodness isnt based on false promises that line up with our version of good. They are based on
his loving and whole-picture view of bringing about good plans.The process of growth sometimes feels downright yucky. It may seem like it takes forever. Even so, we are in process, and God sees outcomes we cant comprehend. We see in part, he sees in whole (1 Corinthians 13:9; Job 28:24).For I Know the Plans I Have for You Doesn't Always Feel
GoodWe might read the verses of Gods judgment and see only bad. Likewise, we might read Jeremiah 29:11 and only see what seems or feels good. Gods truth gleaned throughout the totality of Scripture shows us the reality of bad things we will experience on this earth, some as a consequence of our choices, some as a consequence of other peoples
choices, and some because of the brokenness still in process in this world. And Gods truth in whole reveals redemption and healing made possible because of him.Jeremiah 29:11 speaks about the plan God has for people who seek him with their whole heart, who turn away from their false versions of goodness and lean into Gods plan of good. When
we seek him first and allow his thoughts to shape our thoughts, we need to admit where weve been prideful and how our plans have messed things up. Our need meets his provision. Ever turned away from something you wanted or let go of something that seemed good because it was necessary for something better? At the time, I bet it felt
challenging and frustrating. The process of growth is messy and painful. In the end, it produces a changed life with better experiences, even when things arent the way we wish they were.What Does Jeremiah 29:11 Really Mean?God is always working towards our good (Romans 8:28). He also works within the parameters of reality in a world full of
people disconnected from his heart, seeking their way. The reality is, bad happens. Its because Gods plan includes not only what is best for us but what we truly need to experience Gods best in us that God calls for obedience to his ways. He called the Israelites to love and obey him, and only him, not to seek other gods. Turning our hearts away from
Gods plan keeps us from receiving Gods best. He cant give us something we arent willing to accept.Jeremiahs story shows us that bad things still happen even when we follow God. Jeremiah received ridicule. He was lonely. More than once, his life was in danger (Jeremiah 11:21; 26:11). He was a prophet and priest in the thick of political tension who
challenged the prophets and said the Israelites enemy would experience victory. You may have experienced ridicule, loneliness, persecution of some form, people who misunderstood you, and fear of doing the things God calls you to do. God doesnt guarantee there will be no harm or hurt, but he does remind us that his goodness is available in and
through it.God Provides Good in the BadThroughout Scripture, and in glimpses of Jeremiahs life, God draws near to us, and we draw near to him (James 4:8; Jeremiah 29:12-14). He calls us from wayward ways that keep us on a path of destruction instead of a path of good (Provers 3:5-6). He desires hearts that turn towards him no matter how bad
things have been. Before Jeremiah sets out to speak to Gods people, God reminds Jeremiah that he knew him before he was formed. God knew the plan he had for Jeremiah, and it included challenging work in the face of opposition. God reassured Jeremiah of his presence with him and that he didnt have to be afraid. Deliverance would come.God sees
you in the challenges you face too. Bad happens, but it never changes who God is or his love for you. He remains faithful to provide well for you in every circumstance.4 Ways to Live Your Life According to 'For I Know the Plans I Have for You'l. Acknowledge Our Desire to Choose Good for OurselvesEverything changed between man and God when
Adam and Eve ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. We all want to decide for ourselves what is good rather than listen and respond to the one who gives good. Acknowledge this impacts you too.2. Acknowledge Good and Bad as Part of Life.God is not surprised by bad things. He is not overwhelmed by the bad we do or the bad we feel
in life. He knows we are incapable of living perfectly good lives and that we need his goodness. Also, God provides the good we need to experience more of him and more of Gods goodness in our lives. Both are part of reality in this world. When we acknowledge and accept these two truths together, we are better able to join God in the plans he has for
us without trying to take over with our plans instead.3. Seek Gods Voice in Your Lifeln order to know Gods plans for us, we need to know God. Our knowledge of God cant be limited to head knowledge, which even the enemy knows (Genesis 3:1; Matthew 4:1-11). Gods Word penetrates and gets into our hearts where our plans are made (Hebrews
4:12). He speaks through scripture, through creation, and to our hearts. Explore Gods voice and get to know his heart more intimately. Consider usingUnleash: Heart & Soul Care Sheets to engage with Gods voice.4. Take Steps and Respond to Your Best Understanding of Gods Plan for YouOne of the enemys sneaky ways of getting us off track and
relying on our understanding of good and evil is to fear that anything we think is a good plan could be wrong. Ask God to give guidance and respond based on your best understanding of who God is, how he operates, and what you believe hes asking you to do.We wont get it all right. Good and bad may happen as we move forward. When our hearts
move forward in confidence and humility, we can follow Gods leadership with readiness to change direction when needed.May we remember how much we need you, Lord. Give us the courage to listen and respond.Further ReadingStop Misusing Jeremiah 29:11 and Understand the Real Meaning of 'For I Know the Plans I Have for You'Does Jeremiah
29:11 Have Meaning for Us Today?I Know the Plans I Have for You - Trusting God When His Plan Is Scary and HardPhoto credit: Pexels.com/wendyvanzylJolene Underwood is a trauma and abuse-informed therapist and growth coach. Jolene helps individuals cultivate the courage, character, and connection for the LIFE theyre designed for. Her
personal journey towards emotional health and training in Christian counseling inform the practical support she provides for spiritual growth and emotional healing. Her tool,Unleash: Heart and Soul Care Sheets, has helped hundreds experience greater freedom. For further support, teaching, and tools in developing the life God designed for you, she
offers agrowth community called Cultivate Together. Connect with her online viaYouTube/Facebook/Twitter/Instagram/Pinterest at @theJoleneU or stay up to date on new content viaJolene Underwood's Newsletter.Note: Counseling services are available via telehealth for adult residents of Texas only. No advice given here should be a substitute for
mental health services.Top 10 Lessons from Jeremiah 291. Embrace God's Plans for YouJeremiah 29:11 is a verse that many hold dear: "For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." This is a powerful reminder that Gods plans are always for our good, even when
we can't see the full picture. Trusting in His divine wisdom can bring peace and assurance, knowing that He is orchestrating every detail of our lives for a greater purpose.2. Seek God Wholeheartedlyln Jeremiah 29:13, we are encouraged to seek God with all our heart: "You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart." This is
a call to pursue a deep and genuine relationship with God. When we prioritize our spiritual life and earnestly seek Him, we open ourselves to experiencing His presence and guidance in profound ways.3. Pray with ExpectationJeremiah 29:12 reminds us of the power of prayer: "Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to
you." Prayer is not just a ritual; it is a dynamic conversation with our Creator. Approach prayer with the expectation that God hears and responds, and watch how it transforms your life and circumstances.4. Live with HopeEven in exile, Gods message through Jeremiah was one of hope. Jeremiah 29:10 promises, "When seventy years are completed for
Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill My good promise to bring you back to this place." This teaches us that no matter how challenging our current situation may be, Gods promises are sure, and hope is always on the horizon.5. Build and Thrive Where You AreJeremiah 29:5-6 encourages the exiles to "Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and
eat their produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters." This lesson is about making the most of our current circumstances. Instead of waiting for the perfect moment, we are called to be fruitful and productive right where we are.6. Contribute to Your CommunityIn Jeremiah 29:7, God instructs, "Seek the prosperity of the city to which I have
carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper." This is a call to be a positive influence in our communities. By contributing to the well-being of those around us, we not only bless others but also find blessings ourselves.7. Beware of False ProphetsJeremiah 29:8-9 warns against being deceived by false
prophets: "Do not let your prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have." This is a reminder to stay grounded in Scripture and discern truth from falsehood. Always measure teachings against the Word of God.8. Trust in Gods TimingThe promise of restoration in Jeremiah 29:10 came with a
timeline: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon." This teaches us patience and trust in Gods perfect timing. While we may desire immediate answers, Gods timing is always best, and His plans unfold at the right moment.9. Experience Gods FaithfulnessJeremiah 29 is a testament to Gods unwavering faithfulness. Despite the Israelites' exile,
Gods commitment to His people never wavered. This encourages us to rely on His faithfulness in our own lives, knowing that He will never leave us nor forsake us.10. Rest in Gods SovereigntyUltimately, Jeremiah 29 reminds us of Gods sovereignty over all circumstances. He is in control, and His plans are for our ultimate good. By resting in His
sovereignty, we can face lifes uncertainties with confidence and peace, knowing that our lives are in the hands of a loving and all-powerful God.It has become increasingly popular in recent years for teachers of the Bible (myself included) to disparage people who apply Jeremiah 29:11-13 to their lives. Youre not paying attention to the context!, they
loudly protest ( as I have). This post will explore whether such disparagement is appropriate, and conclude that often it is not. I hope to model something about how to interpret the Bible at the same time. Jeremiah 29:11-13 are favorite verses for many people: For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to
give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart (Jeremiah 29:11-13 ESV). People love these verses because they find encouragement in the thought that God has good intentions for them even in the midst of suffering. They are
heartened when they read that God hears their prayers. They are strengthened with the thought that when they seek the Lord with all their heart they will find the Lord. But teachers of the Bible sometimes point out that the immediate literary context pertains to Gods promise to bring back the people of Israel from Babylon after 70 years in exile
(Jeremiah 29:10). Thus, these verses apply only to the exiled Israelites living in the 6th century B.C. not to us, or so it is claimed. Pay attention to the context! is the reminder they offer, and, truthfully, a reminder that all of us need to hear. But I think that there is a bit more to consider in biblical interpretation. The dissenters are correct that the
literary context (the verses surrounding these verses) connects the reader to a particular historical context, that is, return from the Babylonian exile. It can be terribly frustrating (maddening, actually) to listen to people interpret the Bible who glibly ignore literary and historical contexts. But are those two contexts (the literary and historical contexts)
the only two contexts you need to pay attention to when reading Scripture? No, there is another context that is crucial if you want to read the Bible well. That context is the canonical context, or, labeled differently, the whole-Bible context. The whole-Bible context is the context you work with to identify patterns and themes that run through (you
guessed it) the whole Bible and pay attention to whether such themes are also present in the verses you are trying to interpret. If whole-Bible themes run through the verses to which you are attending, then it is proper even necessary to call out such patterns and themes not as the main meaning of the verses, but as a proper broadening of the
meaning that connects specific verses to the overall narrative and teaching of the whole Bible. Are there such whole-Bible patterns and themes that appear in these verses from Jeremiah 29? Yes. There are at least four. God makes promises that are good, and intends to fulfill them (verse 11) (compare 1 Kings 8:56; Psalm 105:8-10; Jeremiah 32:42;
Luke 24:49; Rom 11:29).God listens to his people when they pray (verse 12) (compare 2 Chronicles 7:12-16; Psalm 34:15; Matthew 7:11; James 5:14-18).God allows his people to find him when they seek him (verse 13) (compare Deuteronomy 4:29-31; 1 Chronicles 16:11-17; Isaiah 51:1-3; 55:6; Matthew 7:7).God repeatedly rescues his people out of
exile (verse 14) (compare Exodus 2:23; Psalm 144:11; Ezekiel 34:10-22; Colossians 1:13; 1 Peter 1:1). Any time we fail to pay attention to the literary and historical contexts of Jeremiah 29:11-13, we deserve the wrist-slap weve been getting from teachers who complain that we have been misinterpreting these verses. Nevertheless, it turns out that the
main ideas found in these verses are consistent with the canonical (whole-Bible) context. Consequently, these verses do communicate words of encouragement that Gods people can draw upon for encouragement in their daily lives, not because the verses offer such encouragement directly, but because they do so in conversation with patterns and
themes that course their way throughout the whole Bible.[1] Notes [1] Now, if people take this passage to mean that they individually will prosper (say, materially or vocationally), then that is a different kind of error altogether. I have left that issue out of todays post to make the point about the need to pay attention to the broader canonical context of
the Bible. This post and other resources are available at Kindle Afresh: The Blog and Website of Kenneth Berding.Do you ever wonder about God's plan for your life?God has a plan for you. God has a plan for us. But how do I know the plans that God has for me?The answer to that question is found in Jeremiah 29:11-13. The secret to learning about
God's plan for your life is found in His presence. We need to practice Jeremiah 29:13. We have to seek God with all of our heart.Join me for a short Bible study on Jeremiah 29:11.Jeremiah 29:11 is a well-loved and encouraging verse. It is found on bumper stickers, signs, Christian clothing, and so many more products. I have placed it on a few of the
products you will find at Scriptural Grace too. But to glean the most encouragement from this verse, you need to know the context of it. What does Jeremiah 29:11 really mean?Jeremiah was a prophet who served before and during the days Judah was taken into exile by the Babylonians. We talked a lot about this weeping prophet a few days ago. The
Israelites had not been following God's commands. They were involved with idolatry and other evil things. Jeremiah tried to warn them that if they didn't change their ways they would be punished by God. The result was that Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon conquered Judah and Jerusalem and the people were carried off into exile (Jeremiah 25:1-11)
But God is faithful, and compassionate and He keeps His promises. This punishment would last 70 years but God had plans to restore the people of Israel. He had a covenant with them, which they seemed to have forgotten. God was not done with them. He called them back to Him. He called them to be obedient and faithful. They had to learn to trust
God and to trust that He had a good plan for their lives even during their time in captivity.If you can find time, read the whole chapter of Jeremiah 29. You will find that God commanded the Israelites to build houses, to marry and give their children in marriage, to plant vineyards, and to seek the welfare of the city (Jeremiah 29:5-7).Did you catch that
last part?God commanded the Israelites to seek the welfare of the city that they had been held captive in!Now, let's take at what Jeremiah 29:13 means. This is a promise of restoration for the people of Israel in exile after the completion of the time allotted for their discipline. God had plans for their good and not their harm. He had plans to prosper
them and to give them a future and hope. God gave them this wonderful promise that if they seek Him with their whole heart, they will find Him. They would be exiled for 70 years, and some of the Israelites would die during this time of exile. They would not all get back to Israel but God keeps His promises. Israel was restored and the people of Israel
were blessed during their time of captivity.Join me below for a short devotional and prayer.PIN ME TO YOUR BIBLE STUDY BOARD TO SAVE FOR LATER!Jeremiah 29:11-13 was written specifically for the people of Israel that were in exile but the promises God made to them are also made to us. God longs for us to seek Him with all of our hearts and
to diligently seek His presence. It is in that secret place with God that we too will find Him. And it is in that secret place that God's plans can unfold in our lives.Are you in a difficult situation?You can take comfort from Jeremiah 29:11 knowing God is with you in the middle of your difficulty. You are not promised immediate change of your situation but
you can know God's peace in it as you trust Him to work in it. God can restore all that was lost to you. I am amazed at the changes that God has brought about in my life. Some of the things that I prayed for, waited for and hoped for a change in, have not always happened as I expected them to. But hindsight is a great thing and I am so blessed that
God did not answer my prayers in the way I thought He should!So how can you know God's plan for your life?Here are some great tips:Seek God's presence throughout your day. Seek the secret place of God for that is where true safety can be found as promised in Psalm 91:1.Repent of your sins. Prayerfully ask God for a clean heart, so that you can
hear Him speaking to you clearly.Be in prayer ask God for His wisdom and direction in your life.Seek God first in all that you do. When you seek God first, you gain His perspective and it may even give you such clarity when making choices and decisions that it changes your original plans.Renew your mind. One of the benefits of practicing the
presence of God is that our minds are renewed and transformed daily as we are thinking 'God's thoughts ' and reading His transforming words from the Bible. This occurs from prayerfully reading scripture and inviting the Holy Spirit to enable us to apply them to our hearts and lives. It will give you clarity on the decisions that you need to make.Be
obedient to God's commands. Allow God to guide you. Trust that God's plans for you are good. If you are constantly in God's presence, then you can trust that the dreams and plans that you have are from Him. If after much prayer you feel that you have to make a change in your life - go for itl And trust God to open the doors in your life that need to
be opened.What is God saying to you today through Jeremiah 29:11-13. Use the following questions to go deeper with Him. You can download this pretty prayer journal or just use a notebook to answer the questions.FIND ME IN THE RESOURCE LIBRARYWhat is God saying to you through this verse? What burdens do you need to surrender to God
and trust Him with? Write out your prayer request. What are you grateful for today? Count your blessings! Write out the scripture verse, it helps you to memorize the scripture and store up God's truth in your heart. Then in the last section of the prayer journal, there is space to record what God is speaking to you through our bible verse today,
Jeremiah 29:11-13. We are called to pray without ceasing. That means we can talk with God at any time and in any place. This is a great way to practice the presence of God. Praying scripture is a powerful way to pray so join me in praying Jeremiah 29:11-13.Thank You Father for Your plans for my life. Thank you that You are with me in all my
situations. Forgive for when I don't trust You to work in my life. Help me to hear Your voice directing me and help me to choose Your plan and path for my life. Fill me with a passion to seek You diligently and to have excitement as I read Your word and apply it to my life. Amen.Practicing The Presence Of God Scripture PlanConnect: Join me on
Facebook and Instagram for daily encouragement. If you have enjoyed this devotional, share with Facebook using the button below or pin the graphic above to Pinterest. Help me spread God's joy to everyone! If you would like to have more fellowship with a wonderful bunch of faith-filled women, come over to our Facebook Group, Restoring Beauty
For Ashes. Jeremiah 29:11-13 happens to be one of the most popular and comforting message of God that assures us believers of His never-ending love and care. However, irrespective of the hope it bestows on us, this message isnt often understood in the right context. SpiritualRay explains the meaning of "For I know the plans I have for you" and
more. Did You Know?As popular and favorite this excerpt may be, Jeremiah 29:11-13 happens to be the most misinterpreted, or, to brutally put it, abused verse in the Holy Bible.Shocked? How can such a simple verse, with such simple words, and an even simpler-yet-holy meaning be misunderstood or abused in its interpretation? The popular quote
by Gene Ruyle, A half truth is much worse than a whole lie because it makes it even harder to tell the difference between the two., defines what we are trying to say, quite perfectly. In reference to this verse, what people tend to do, is only read the part that seems comforting to them, however, to truly understand the connotation of what these words
truly mean, we must also know the background of when and why these words were written. These verses are a part of the letter written by Prophet Jeremiah to the exiles who were driven from Jerusalem to Babylon. This was a period of testing and trial, pain and sorrow, darkness and uncertainty. Imagine the plight of those that were forced to leave
their own lands to an unknown place. Even we come across such times, maybe not as severe, but we too experience trials and tribulations in our lives. In those times, these verses are what we look up to, in order to seek assurance, comfort, strength, and will to walk in the path that God has lead us to. The following section explains the true
connotation of Jeremiah 29:11-13.Meaning of For I Know The Plans I Have For You ExplainedIn order to aptly understand the meaning of Jeremiah 29:11-13, we must also go through the text preceding and proceeding these lines. The following is an excerpt of the same, taken from the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible. This is what the
Lord says: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You
will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the Lord, and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you, declares the Lord, and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.' Jeremiah 29:10-14Whom were these
words originally addressed to? If you read the entire chapter (29) written by Prophet Jeremiah, it is clearly evident that the words were addressed to the exiles when they were going through a time that spelled nothing but restlessness, emptiness, hopelessness, trembling of faith, lack of direction, and absence of a guiding light. Then, God gave these
words as a guiding light. He instructed them to settle, accept, and pray for this city where they have taken refuge. He also told them to marry the natives of the city, produce offspring, grow plants and eat their fruits , all in all, to settle and wholeheartedly accept the place as their own, for they were to stay there for 70 years. Possibly, many of them
would not even get to see the world after 70 years, most of them wouldnt even live that long!But, in the midst of the darkness that surrounded them, Prophet Jeremiah sent hope in the form of this letter that consisted of Gods assuring words. Yes, they were going through an immensely difficult time; yes, their hearts were troubled and their faith was
on the verge of giving up the last thread it held on to, but even in the middle of these hardships, God guided them to be patient, to accept their situation, to accept this new city, for He knew what He had in mind for them, and that irrespective of what did seem at that moment, their future held hope and prosperity, not harm. However, this was
applicable to only those who believed in His path, and walked in His name with a sincere, faithful, and repenting heartwith all their hearts!How are these words misinterpreted?As mentioned earlier, many of us tend to focus on only those words that comfort us, and therefore, we fail to pay attention on the actual aspect of it. Believe it or not, a
majority of people who come across this verse interpret it this way: Because we are Gods children, He has certain plans for us (which would obviously be in accordance to our prayers and desires). He promises us of hope and a future (meaning if we hope to get into so-and-so college, or so-and-so company, we will get into it). This was just one
example, probably not a good one. The main point is, that most of us tend to link these words with our plans, and not Gods. This is where we go wrong, this is where we misinterpret His actual message. We link it with our personal pleasures and desires, not with faithfulness and repentance. We remember that God has planned a prosperous future for
us, but we fail to remember the part where He says, You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. Now, we may pray with all our heart to fulfill one of our desire, but if that is not what God has planned for us, we will not get it, and then these words will not comfort but scourge our hearts.What do these words actually interpret?
Think of it this way: You want your future to be happy, but you want to be happy only through a particular manner, lets say by taking path A. You seek Gods help, pray to Him with all your heart, but see nothing happening.On the other hand, God has promised you a prosperous future, but perhaps the way He has chosen for you is not through path A,
perhaps path B! Maybe you desired for money to bring you happiness, but it could be that your true happiness lies only in service or welfare of others, and not through money. Bottom line, our God knows us better than we know ourselves; therefore, He knows the plans He has for us, which may not be the same as the plans we have in mind. For I
know the plans I have for you implies that He knows the plans and He is the only one who will decide the way, which He already has. Irrespective of what it may seem at the moment, irrespective of things being close to doom, the ones who irrevocably believe in Him will see hope even when its difficult to find any, they will have a prosperous future
even if their hands are empty as of now. However, all this is possible only when their hearts do not cease to believe, and their allegiance does not divert from the one true God. All that was lost will be restored for those who believe, and repent for their sins.Some experts believe that Jeremiah 29:11 only applies to the exiles in accordance with their
tribulations, however, there are some who suggest that the connotation of these words is aptly transferable to Christianity today. Although not as grave as the exiles, but each and everyone of us tends to go through this phase of hopelessness, where we feel lost and homeless. It is during those times that these verses comfort us, rekindle our hopes,
assure us that no matter where we are now, with a rightful heart and His never-ceasing mercies, our sins would be forgiven. The fire that we are made to pass through will only purify us, free us from the burden of sins, and take us to a worthy, righteous, prosperous, and happy future, where we shall live and dwell in our actual homewith God in
heaven!In conclusion Most of us tend to think, if God loved His people so much, why did He allow this phase to enter into the lives of His believers? Why did He allow anyone to drive His people away from their homes, from Jerusalem to Babylon? Even today, why does He put us in trial? Well, what we all must first understand is that we are Gods
children, but, irrespective of being made in His image, we are not like Him. We tend to sin, get influenced by the allurements of this mortal world. Therefore, in order to save our souls from the fires of Hell, God, like a loving and true father, tends to discipline us. And this phase that made the believers, exiles, was nothing but disciplining them so that
their souls may be free from the burden of sin. To put it straight, to be a Christian and live by His words doesnt make us immune to difficulties. His path is not an easy one, and inevitably, there will be trials, tribulations, and testing. Most likely, knowingly or unknowingly, we will end up sinning against Him, or even against one another. However, at
the end of it all, if we seek His guidance in all our ways and repent with all our hearts, we will indefinitely emerge as refined, disciplined, and undefeated winners with a hopeful and prosperous future. Amen. Jeremiah 29:11-13 (KJV) reads:"For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you
an expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me when ye shall search for me with all your heart."This verse from the book of Jeremiah is a powerful and reassuring reminder to believers of God's unfailing love and steadfast faithfulness. It also provides
insight into the nature of Gods plans for His people and the condition for finding Him." For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end."In this verse, God speaks through the prophet Jeremiah to assure the Israelites that, despite their current circumstances of being exiled
in Babylon, He has plans for their future. The Lord knows the thoughts and plans He has for His people. These plans are not of harm but of peace and hope for a prosperous future. This verse demonstrates God's sovereignty and His desire for His people to walk in His blessings and promises. It reveals God's compassionate nature and His desire for
His children to have peace and a hope-filled future."Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you."The following verse emphasizes the importance of prayer and communication with God. It explains that when the Israelites call upon the Lord in prayer, He will listen and respond to their petitions. This verse
underscores the vital role of prayer in the lives of believers. It also conveys the message that God desires a personal and intimate relationship with His people. Through prayer, believers can align their hearts and desires with God's will, and He will respond to their cries and needs."And ye shall seek me, and find me when ye shall search for me with
all your heart."The last verse in this passage reveals the condition for finding God. It emphasizes the importance of wholehearted seeking and pursuit of God. When believers earnestly search for God with all their heart, they will find Him. This verse encourages believers to seek God with sincerity, passion, and dedication, and in doing so, they will
experience His presence and faithfulness.Context:Jeremiah was a prophet who ministered to the people of Judah during a time of great turmoil, just before their exile to Babylon. His message was often one of warning and judgment due to the people's disobedience to God. However, in the midst of his warnings, he also delivered messages of hope and
restoration, such as the one found in Jeremiah 29:11-13. This specific verse was part of a letter that Jeremiah sent to the elders, priests, prophets, and all the people who were carried away as captives to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. In this letter, Jeremiah instructed the Israelites to settle in Babylon, build homes, raise families, and seek the
welfare of the city in which they were living (Jeremiah 29:4-7). He also encouraged them not to lose hope, assuring them of God's plans for their future and His faithfulness to hear and respond to their prayers.Themes:The themes present in Jeremiah 29:11-13 include God's sovereignty, His faithfulness, the power of prayer, and the importance of
seeking God wholeheartedly. These themes are significant not only in the context of the Israelites' exile but also in the lives of believers today. They remind us that God has a purpose and a plan for our lives, and that He is always ready to listen and respond to our prayers when we seek Him fervently.Symbolism:The passage from Jeremiah is symbolic
of God's unwavering love and care for His people. It symbolizes His desire for His children to trust in His plans and to continually seek Him through prayer and wholehearted devotion. The imagery of "thoughts of peace" and "an expected end" portrays God's intention for His people to experience His peace and to have a hopeful future, despite their
current circumstances. The act of seeking God symbolizes the journey of faith and the pursuit of an intimate relationship with Him.In conclusion, Jeremiah 29:11-13 (KJV) is a profound and uplifting passage that serves as a timeless message of hope and assurance for believers. It reminds us of God's faithfulness, His good plans for our future, the
power of prayer, and the importance of seeking God wholeheartedly. This passage continues to be a source of encouragement and comfort for those facing challenging circumstances, as it affirms that God is with us, hears us when we call upon Him, and wants us to seek Him with all our hearts.Question AnswerAs the exile of Judah was beginning,
Jeremiah sent a letter recording a message from God to the elders of the exile, the priests, the prophets, and all the people taken into exile by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon (Jeremiah 29:14). In that letter, God foretells that the people of Judah would one day return to Him. God says, You will find me when you seek me with all your heart (Jeremiah
29:13).The letter begins with God exhorting the people to go about normal lives in Babylon, to be a blessing to the cities where they were exiled, and to pray for the welfare of those cities (Jeremiah 29:47). Any messages that they should not do so (perhaps that they should fight or rebel) would not be from God but would be from false prophets
(Jeremiah 29:89). God said He would bring the people back into the land of Israel after the 70-year exile in Babylon (Jeremiah 29:10). That exile had been explained in Jeremiah 25:811 and was a consequence for breaking Gods covenant given through Moses (the Mosaic Covenant, or Old Covenant, as it is referred to in Jeremiah 31). That judgment
had arrived, but it would not last foreverthere would be a time coming when the people will find me when you seek me with all your heart (Jeremiah 29:13).When God brought the people of Judah back into their land, it would be to fulfill the plans God had for themplans for well-being rather than calamity and to give them a future and a hope (Jeremiah
29:11). Gods plan was to fulfill the unconditional promises of blessing that He had made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to bless the people in the land. But before He would fulfill those covenants of blessing for Israel, God would ensure that they were not placing confidence in their own efforts and righteousness. God wanted to ensure they would
seek Him with all their heart. They would call upon Him and pray to Him, and He would listen to them (Jeremiah 29:12).Gods promise to Israel, You will find me when you seek me with all your heart, denoted a major change. At some point after the completion of the 70-year exile, when Israel was back in the land, the people would relate to God
differently than they had in the past. Rather than follow laws externally, they would one day have true righteousness as God would write His laws on their hearts, and they would all know God (Jeremiah 31:31ff).While the return from exile fulfilled Jeremiahs prophecy, Gods full plans for the nations well-being and their future of hope have not yet been
realized. That fulfillment will come after the Messiahs second coming as He installs His kingdom in Jerusalem (cf. Jeremiah 31:31ff and Revelation 20). At that time, all the nation will know their God, as the New Covenant promised. In the meantime, all who seek Him with all their heart will find Him.While these prophecies and promises are
specifically related to the people of Judah and Israel, the principle that God will draw near to those who draw near to Him is a universal truth (James 4:8a). But we have to draw near to God on His own termswith clean hands and purified hearts (James 4:8b) that only God can provide by grace through faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:89). While
Jeremiahs letter recorded the words of God for the exiled people of Judah, readers today can benefit from recognizing that the same God who said, You will find me when you seek me with all your heart, has also told us that we can draw near to Him and He will draw near to us (James 4:8) and that He will never leave or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).
Return to:Questions about JeremiahWhy does God say, You will find me when you seek me with all your heart (Jeremiah 29:13)? For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11 This is one of the most well-known and quoted verses in the Bible. Its
promise is held dearly by Christians all over the world. But despite its popularity, the meaning of Jeremiah 29:11 is often missed. We know the words, but we dont know how they apply to our lives. This is an incredible verse that deserves a closer look. The Context Of Jeremiah 29:11 From coffee mugs to graduation speeches Jeremiah 29:11 is
plastered everywhere. The problem is this verse is often applied as a personal promise, that God has a wonderful and perfect plan for ME. Many take this verse and apply it specifically to them, that God has their life perfectly mapped out, and they only have to walk in obedience to God. Others take this verse a step further claiming this verse is a
promise of health and wealth. Since we are children of the King we should only expect the best. With this view, pain and suffering are a sign of a lack of faith. The main problem with these interpretations is that they ignore the context and make Jeremiah 29:11 a ME-centered verse. Its all about what God can and is going to do for ME. And that is not
what this verse is saying. Lets back up and look at the context. In Jeremiah 29 we see God talking to the nation of Israel through the prophet Jeremiah. During this time the Israelites are living in captivity in Babylon. They are slaves. In this time of captivity, there were false prophets going around claiming that God was going to release his people
soon. And in Jeremiah 29 God is denouncing these false prophets and telling his people that they are going to have to wait 70 more years. Thats bad news. But God doesnt stop there. Not only do they have to live in captivity for 70 more years, but God also instructs them to seek peace while they are there. Thats some tough news to hear. Most of them
hearing this message will be dead before they will be released. This is who Jeremiah 29:11 was written to. Real people that were going through a really tough time. This shows us that Jeremiah 29:11 isnt a personal promise written to you today. And its not a promise that if we follow God he will allow us to prosper in this life. The context tells us
otherwise. Jeremiah 29:11 is addressed to Gods people, and its in the middle of a promise that God is still in control even when things are bleak. Its a promise that even though things might not make sense to them now, Gods plan is still good. This verse gives hope to a group of people who are struggling to understand what God is doing. Lets break
down Jeremiah 29:11 a little further. For I know the plans I have for YOU. We know from the context of this verse that you is referring to the Israelites living in captivity. This passage is not written to us today and therefore cannot be directly applied to us. However, that doesnt mean that Jeremiah 29:11 doesnt have any application for us. It is written
FOR you, but its not written TO you. Understanding this principle will help us better apply Gods Word to our lives. With that in mind lets look a little closer at what these plans are. While Jeremiah 29:11 isnt a personal promise, it is a powerful reminder that God is still in control. Even when things dont seem like it, even when life is tough, and even
when the world is falling apart around us, God is in control. God was faithful to fulfill his promise to the nation of Israel. He did just what he said. That should bring hope to us that God will continue to fulfill his promises to us today. This verse is not a promise that we will be prosperous in this life. Or that as long as we trust God our lives will be easy
and we will have all we want. Rather Jeremiah 29:11 is a reminder that even though we will face difficulties in this life Gods promises are still true. He is faithful and will bring us through. This is a promise that we see elsewhere in Scripture; Romans 8:31 is a great example. God is for his people and will lead them through the storms they are facing.
While life might be difficult, we have the hope of eternity to come. All things will work out for those who trust in God. Maybe not how we want; the Israelites probably didnt want to spend 70 more years in captivity. But God lead them through those dark times, and he will lead us through ours. So where does this leave us? How do we apply Jeremiah
29:11 to our lives today? This verse is a promise to Gods people that His plan for us is good. And who are Gods people? In the context of the verse, its the Israelites. But when Jesus enters the picture he opens the door for everyone who places their trust in him. So, while this verse wasnt written to us, it still reveals that God is for us today. This verse
tells us that while life will likely get difficult at times, God is still in control. And while the difficult season might not end tomorrow, Gods promises are true, and he will bring His people through it. This is why Jesus says, Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will
put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? Matthew 6:25-26 This passage is a direct tie to Jeremiah 29:11. Its not a promise of a life where theres nothing to worry about.
Its a promise that even in the storms we can have peace. Having faith and believing in God means trusting that his plan is whats best for us, even when it doesnt make sense. Some things might never make sense in this life. It must have seemed that way to the Israelites that died in captivity. But God can see things we cannot. He is orchestrating a
story we are not yet privy to. One day things will be revealed, and we will see the larger picture. Until then we have this promise. God is with us, and we can find peace and rest in that. The Gospel message isnt one of an easy life. Rather its a promise that we can have hope because the God we serve has overcome death and is walking beside us.
Looking for a great resource to help you grow in your faith? I HIGHLY recommend Mark Moores books Core 52 and Quest 52.
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